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CARTOON PLATES FOR SALE 





Church Management uses the car- 
toon service of the Religious News 
Service. Plates, after their use, are 
available to our readers at $1. There is 
but one plate of each cartoon available 
so first come, first served. Remittance 
must accompany order. Many cartoons 
from back issues are also available. 
Inquire about any you have in mind. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Ave- 
nue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








CHOIR ROBES WANTED 





Wanted: Fifteen plain black robes. 
Mrs. Arthur Krueger, 952 Reaney Ave- 
nue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 








CHURCH FURNITURE 


For Sale: Bell, pulpit, desk, leather 
chairs, solid oak circular pews for cor- 
ner pulpit auditorium—seat 180. Write 
Wyker, North Jackson, Ohio. 








CHURCH PRINTING SAMPLES 





Send stamps for postage and we shall 
be glad to send you samples of bulle- 
tins, cards, programs, etc., used by 
churches and ministers which have 
come to us. Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








DRAMAS 





Three Men in a Boat. A play of in- 
terfaith brotherhood. Helps build un- 
derstanding between Jews, Catholics 
and Protestants. Get one jump ahead 
of the “crusade of hatred’ which is 
scheduled for America. Five charac- 
ters. Five copies, sufficient for the 
entire cast, 50c. Church Management, 
1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES 





Wanted—A minister in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks, 
typewriter ribbons, etc. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Centype 
Manufacturing Company, 145 N. Broad- 
way, Wichita, Kansas. 








HYMNALS REBOUND 








More and more churches are saving 
money by having their worn hymnals 
rebound by the Educational Bindery, 
1126 South Boulevard, Evanston, IIli- 
nois. Your sample book bound free. 








MURAL PAINTINGS 
Colorful, dramatic murals designed 
and painted for your church walls by 
experienced artists. Write for descrip- 
tive booklet. Jack McMillen, 38 East 
29th Street, New York City. 








OFFICE MACHINES 





Typewriters. Office Machines save 
up to half on Duplicators, Addressing 
Machines, Adding Machines, Lette 
Folders, Envelope Sealers. Pruitt, 15 
Pruitt Building, Chicago. 








PASTORAL HELPS 





Pulpit-tested, “Music Blended Mes- 
Sermons. Series 





sages”—Symphonic 
available in convenient loose-leaf form; 
extraordinary, spiritual, popular. Cler- 
gy-Aids Service, Box 578, Eagle River, 
Wisconsin. 


Beautiful Marriage Folders, fifty 
cents per dozen. Sample, ten cents. 
Letterheads and Envelopes in flat print- 
ing, $3.00 and $1.98 per thousand. Pro- 
cess Embossed Letterheads, $3.45. En- 
velopes, $3.00 per thousand. Also 
Greeting Cards, Business Cards, ete. 
Send stamp for samples. Lura B. Rich- 
ardson, Donelson, Tennessee. 








PROJECTOR 


Victor Stereopticon and Case. Slide 
and film attachments. Pictorial Bibl 
Films (2600 pictures), two volumes of 
explanations, all for $40.00. C. F. 
Brobst, Telford, Pennsylvania. 








WEDDING BOOKS, CERTIFICATES 





A large line with distinction and 
quality. Color variety. Price range. 
Original designs. Send card for cata- 
log and Introductory Offers. Para- 
gon Publishing Company, 238 Tahoma 
Road, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 











Emotion is just as natural in religion 
as in baseball. 
od * * 


Happiness is a perfume that you can- 
not pour on others without getting a 
few drops on yourself. 

* * * 


Today, as in the day of Joseph, 
jealousy sells men into slavery. 
* * ” 


True eloquence consists in saying all 
that should be, not all that could be 
said. 

He * * 

Material forces press upon us very 
insidiously today and make us unaware 
of the spiritual. 

* * * 


The simplest act of worship, of kind- 


ness, of generosity, of genuine love are | 


the keys that unlock the door of life’s 
bountiful storehouse. 
SS * * 


Though it may seem a costly virtue 
in the modern world, make no mistake 
about it, when all the facts are in, it 
is more difficult to be dishonest than it 
is to be honest. 

* * * 


Suffering may not be in vain, for if 
it is nobly borne it works a miracle in 


the heart of the sufferer. 
ok * * 












One of the deepest needs of our na- | 


tion is men whose supreme allegiance 
is to God and their own conscience, for 


these are the truest defenders of our | 


democracy. 
* * * 

If the heart of the universe is mean- 
ingless, then how can we maintain that 
there is sense in human effort or hu- 
man striving? 

* * * 

Some people spend all their time 
worrying about elements beyond their 
control and do nothing about those 
within their control. 

* * * 

Democracy depends upon religion. It 
always has, it still does. Its ideas are 
religious ideas, its goals are religious 


goals, its standards of judgment are | 


religious standards. 
* * * 


A home in which Christian faith is 


strong becomes not only a fortress for | 


the soul but also a base of separations 
for noble creative living. 
* * + 
We have seen signs, “House for 
Sale,” but a home you cannot sell ex- 
cept as you betray it by infidelity or 
disloyalty. 














AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 





GOD RUNS MY BUSINESS 


The Story of R. G. LETOURNEAU 
By ALBERT W. LORIMER 


FIRST EDITION 


Thousands are waiting to read the miraculous 


story of this man whose faith literally moves 


25 
THOUSAND 


mountains, who made God the actual man- 
ager of all his affairs, and amazed a doubting 
world with his work of saving souls for 


Christ while conducting a mammoth business enterprise. 
No preacher or Christian worker should miss owning this book. 
Everyone will benefit by reading it. 


Profusely Illustrated—$1.00 


CURRENT RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT 


A Digest by Chas. S. Macfarland 


A digest of current religious litera- 
ture for the minister or layman who 
wishes to keep abreast of current 
thought and tendencies. Dr. Mac- 
farland is unusually equipped to 
give a useful survey of Christian 
thought and the views of present-day 
Christian thinkers. Don’t miss this! 

Postpaid $1.50 


PREACHING IN THE 
EARLY CHURCH 


by Hugh T. Kerr, D.D. 


Lectures delivered at the San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary under 
the auspices of the T. Verner Moore 
Foundation. An important book 
from the historical, homiletic and 
Biblical point of view. 

Postpaid $2.50 


THE VOICE OF THE 
DEVIL 


by G. Campbell Morgan 


The latest word of the internation- 
ally known preacher who has been 
carrying on in bomb-struck London 
preaching the Word of God and the 
Power of the Cross. Postpaid 75c 


A MINISTER’S BOOK 
OF PRAYERS 


by Charles Carroll Albertson 


A collection of prayers which are 
“the heritage of the Church at 
large,” carefully selected from many 
sources, and suited to any and all oc- 
casions of public service of de- 


votion. Carefully classified and in- 

dexed. $1.25 
AT ALL 

BOOKSTORES 











All Americans Should Read 
JAPAN INSIDE OUT 


Syngman Rhee 
1st President Korea in Exile 


PEARL BUCK says: “A terrifying 
book and I wish I could say it is 
not true ...a book Americans 
should read for it is written for 
them.” Postpaid $2.00 


I, NATHANAEL 
KNEW JESUS 


van Tassel Sutphen 


“The last survivor of the ‘Twelve’ 
tells the story of Christ exactly as 
it was known to the Disciples, 
fluent, colorful with scholarship and 
imagination.” — St. Louis Globe 
Democrat. 

Postpaid $2.50 


THEY PREACHED 
LIBERTY 
by Franklin P. Cole 


Minister, Willison Church, 
Portland, Maine 


Everyone interested in American 
history should read this source book 
of the contributions made by the 
“fighting parsons” of New England 
to the cause of liberty. Complete 
with introductory notes and bio- 
graphical sketches. 

Illustrated $1.50 Postpaid 





Fleming H. Revell Co. 


158 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 
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spent their hour of meeting dis- 
cussing the pros and cons of the 
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temporary which contain comments 
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were engaged in a heated discussion 
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Department of Civilian Defense. 
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site may be 


‘ust the book 
youre looking for 


This free book tells you about a plan now being used by more than 400 successful pastors which 
made it possible for them to increase their church attendance from 30 to 60 per cent; to increase 
their church collections from 20 to 50 per cent; a plan that not only saves their time but also 
broadens their sphere of influence; a plan that enabled them to present the Gospel to every man, 


woman and child in their respective communities. 


This Book Tells You How a 


Parish Paper Will... 


Increase Church Attendance 

By visiting regularly every home, 
a parish paper rekindles enthusiasm 
for your church. It attracts those 
who do not attend any church serv- 
ices. 


Attract and Hold the Young Folks 
A parish paper gives the news of 
the Sunday school and makes the 
young people conscious of their re- 
sponsibility to the church. 


Widen Your Sphere of Influence 

A parish paper keeps you in touch 
with members, out-of-town members 
and non-members. It is your per- 


FOR SAMPLES, PRICES AND FULL PARTICULARS REGARDING OUR 
SERVICE AND THE HELPFUL SIXTEEN-PAGE ILLUSTRATED PARISH 
MANUAL CONTAINING DETAILED EXPLANATION OF PUBLISHING 
PROCEDURE, FILL OUT AND MAIL THE COUPON. 

Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


= ae ee © a ac Gh a o GE. Wt 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


sonal representative, entering every 
home in the community. 


Save Your Time 


It makes far more pastoral calls 


_than you can ever hope to make per- 


sonally. It brings joy and comfort 
to the sick and shut-in. It keeps all 
informed. 


Add to Church Finances 


Parish paper publishers report 
that collections always improve as 
members and friends take a greater 
interest in the program of their 
church. 
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cAS YOU FACE 
THE NEW YEAR! 


Plan to Readjust your | 
insurance program 


| 


@ take new policies to replace those lapsed! 
@ increase insurance to cover policy loans! 
@ protect other obligations! | 

To meet these and other “stress” conditions. | 





Ministerial Oddities 
Collected by 
Thomas H. Warner 











Texts 

In Personal Reminiscences of C. H. 
Spurgeon the author quotes this ad- 
vice, which Spurgeon gave to his stu- 
dents: Mind you avoid inappropriate 
texts. One brother preached on the 
loss of a ship, with all hands on board, 
from ‘So he bringeth them to their de- 
sired haven,’ and another, returning 
from his marriage holiday, ‘The trov- 
bles of my heart are enlarged. O bring 
thou me out of my distresses.’ Mind 
your illustrations are correct. It will 
never do to describe Noah, as one did, 
sitting outside the ark reading his 
Bible. Always get the true meaning 


| of a text. 


* * * 


An Irish curate preaching in a sub- 
urban church on “The Prodigal Son,” 


| wishing to impress upon the congre- 


(HE MLL.C. U. 
“NEW YEAR SPECIAL” 


Offers Five-Year Term Insurance 


In $1500 Units 
($5,000 or $10,000 is the 
minimum) in most companies 


This offer good until February First 








Send Coupon Today — No Obligation 


| gation the extent of the father’s love, 
| proceeded to explain that he “killed 


for him the fatted calf that he had 
kept for years and years.” 
* * * 

Here is another version of the story. 
A great English divine once preached 
on the parable of “The Prodigal Son,” 
and referred to the calf that was killed 
thus: “Not a calf but the calf, the old 
familiar calf which had grown up in 
the family year after year.” 

a x *~ 

An old Welsh preacher, noted for 
his quaint sermons, was preaching on 
Isaiah 45:22. He said: “The text teach- 
es us, first, that man is the wrong way, 
his face being where his back, and his 


| back where his face should be. The 


text calls man to turn. You must un- 


| derstand, friends, that God never takes 





MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
Life, 100-B West Franklin Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Accident ‘ me : . 
Please send me, without obligation, complete information on 


P and your $1,500 Five-Year Term policy, described in “Church Man- | 
Sick Benefit agement” for January. 





Insurance | 
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Only Pa er cts oe ee a SO ae | 
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Month Day Year 1-42 











a man to heaven backwards. You must 
turn right about face.” 
x * * 

Canon Henson, an English clergy- 
man, told this story to the Working 
Men’s College, about a minister who 
aspired to the lectureship of a theo- 
logical college. He was asked to 
preach before the trustees. His text 
was one of the shortest on record, 
“But.” When he sought the opinion of 
the trustees, they said, “Sir, yours is 
a most ingenious discourse, ‘but’ such 
preaching won’t suit us.” 

* * * 

According to the New Zealand Advo- 
cate a candidate was being examined 
by four professors. Feeling extremely 
nervous, his memory failed him sev- 
eral times. At last one of the pro- 
(Turn to page 47) 
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Yes, This Is War 


ARLY Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, 
Ek the Axis powers, using Japan as the in- 

strument of thrust, attacked United States 
islands in the Pacific Ocean, inflicting heavy 
casualties and much property damage. This 
was immediately followed by a declaration by 
the imperial government of Japan that a state 
of war existed between that government and 
the free people of the United States. 

The attacks were not unexpected. Wise lead- 
ership had anticipated such attacks for months. 
Preparations for defense have had priority 
rights in our nation for some time. With the 
exception of some pacifists who live in a dream 
world and isolationists who have felt that our 
geographical position protects us from the dan- 
gers which are confronting free peoples every- 
where there was general recognition of the pos- 
sibility of invasion. 

The attack itself, and the subsequent declara- 
tion of war did a better job of unifying the dis- 
cordant political forces in our land than could 
have been accomplished in any other way. Out- 
standing isolationists were among the first to 
rush to the aid of the President. When Mr. 
Roosevelt’s request for a war declaration was 
presented to Congress there was more 
unanimity of spirit than he has had in any other 
period of his administration. Declarations of 
war included, also, other Axis powers. 

This magazine believes that the American 
government has been very patient in dealing 
with Japan. We have not been anxious for a war 
in the Pacific. Our President has encouraged 
negotiations looking toward peace. He wel- 
comed the special Japanese representative who 
apparently came to discuss methods of peaceful 
settlement. A day before war was declared he 
sent a most friendly communication to the 
emperor in which he sought bases for peace 
discussions. Conversations were continued 
while Washington was unconscious o: the Pa- 
cific attack. 





Traditionally, the United States has been a 
friend of Japan. Our nation has been friendly 
when, perhaps, it would have been better to 
have been just. Believing that the island em- 
pire was destined to be the great nation of the 
east, our eyes have been turned away, at times, 
when rebuke was justified. We permitted the 
rape of Korea when we were bound by treaty 
to defend the weaker nation from attack. We 
have sold oil and war supplies to Japan while 
the American conscience has burned. We were 
conscious of the use of these materials in of- 
fensive warfare. 

The American church has been friendly to 
Japan. Too friendly, some of us feel. A gen- 
eration ago, popular religious thought was that 
Japan was to be the great Christian nation of 
the east. “Christianize Japan and you will 
Christianize the Orient” was the watchword. A 
secretary of the Federal Council of Churches 
openly campaigned for Japan when the Korean 
republics asked help from America. When 
there was a possibility of a food blockade 
against Japan because of the Manchurian inva- 
sion he pleaded against it. 

The attitude of the churches is mentioned 
not to bring up old controversies but to keep 
our religious bodies from feeling too self- 
righteous at the present time. Bad politics 
may have much to do with the war but weak 
religious leadership must share in the responsi- 
bilities. 

Churches Must Support the Nation 

To our mind the churches have the obligation 
to support the government in this war. Church- 
es need not be turned into recruiting stations, 
but ministers do have the obligation to point 
out the malicious forces which have been seek- 
ing to destroy freedom, forces which have now 
turned their fury upon our own land. Churches 
have the obligation to strengthen the morale 
of their members for such sacrifices as they may 
be called upon to bear. They have the obliga- 
tion and opportunity to send their young men 

(Turn to page 50) 
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Pre-Marital Counselling 


Here six ministers discuss their own attitudes toward this im- 

portant ministry. You will gain from their experience. The next 

panel discussion in this series will appear in the March, 1942 

issue. The question is “Can We Have a Satisfactory Summer 
Ministry?” 


Kenneth Clinton Requires a 
Pre-Marriage Interview* 
N such a brief discussion, my best 
plan will be to follow the suggestive 
questions that the editor has out- 

lined. Such a course will prevent the 

wanderlust of this intriguing subject. 

1. What is your practice of pre- 
marriage counsel? How deeply do you 
go into the matter? 

Because I feel so strongly the im- 
portance of this life decision, and my 
responsible privilege in it, I have de- 
cided to marry no couples without a 
previous interview. This may last 
from fifteen minutes to half an hour or 
more. In this meeting the meaning of 
marriage is interpreted, the importance 
of the good family to society, the posi- 
tion of the church. Then the couple 
are asked if they have any questions of 
any kind. They are invited to consider 
the minister as their confidante and 
friend. If they seem to have no ques- 
tions, I will suggest possible fields for 
questions and see if they react. For 
instance, “Probably you have talked to- 
gether regarding your economic stand- 
ing, financial matters, have you any 
worries regarding that, that stand in 
the way of your fullest happiness?” or, 
“Doubtless you have planned to talk 
with a medical doctor before getting 
married.” Then I would ask if they 
have any questions in the field of sexual 
harmony they would care to raise with 
me. Usually they don’t, so I try to 
have them agree to see a doctor. 

If such a discussion as this can be 
had about two weeks in advance it has 
a distinct value in that it starts two 
young people thinking that marriage 
is really a very serious act and all 
these various areas of life’s machinery 
must be well considered, for each of 
them can bring chaos or climax to the 
harmony of united lives. 

Personally, I will discuss as deeply as 
the couple would care to, or seems to 
need. Certainly there should be no 
taboos in the ministry. The only per- 
missible taboo would be, “I don’t 
know.” Frankness, transparency in all 
dealings should characterize the min- 





*Mr. Clinton is the minister of the Union Con- 
gregational Church, West Palm Beach, Florida. 


ister. It is assumed that this discus- 
sion will be of very high quality. Flip- 
pancy and cheap gossip, so easy in a 
subject of this nature, have no place in 
the ministerial profession. 

There are some things that condition 
what I have thus far said, the person’s 
home training, background, environ- 
ment will determine the course of dis- 
cussion to some extent, e. g. Here is 
a young girl who has grown up within 
the church and with a family devout in 
their home religious training. This 
girl would not need to be asked many 
questions as to her religion and back- 
ground. They would be known. Then, 
too, different people have very different 
needs and these determine the course 
of discussion, e. g. Certain persons fac- 
ing marriage will find fears of finan- 
cial matters their great problem, while 
for others a very different sphere is 
of primary interest. 

This particular field of personal 
counsel is in such a pioneer state, one 
does feel quite inadequate; the more 
marriage clinics and marriage courses 
in school, the better. One of the ques- 
tions that the minister will ask in the 
future will be, “Have either of you ever 
taken a course in marriage or attended 
a marriage clinic’? ’ 

2. Do you encourage interracial mar- 
riages? What is your attitude on the 
marriage of those of different religious 
sects? 

No! My feeling on these two closely 
related questions is no reflection on 
either race or creed. However, because 
our civilization is such and moves 
slowly in its acceptance of new modes 
of living, the problems are multiplied 
for the two young people of either 
mixed race or religion who intend to 
marry. Marriage is not only a con- 
tract between two people. It is, wheth- 
er we like it or not, a contract between 
two people, families and social relations. 
So, when two young people of different 
race desire to get married and say, 
“only the two of us matter,” they are 
creating a problem for themselves 
which is sure to turn up after mar- 
riage and end in unhappiness. Moreover 
and more important, the obligation 
which you have in bringing a new baby 


into the world who will be stigmatized 
from birth in the eyes of society is not 
a happy prospect. This whole ques- 
tion is a lengthy one and no justice 
can be done here. 

Regarding Protestant and Catholic 
marriages it is best not to begin. Since 
the Roman Catholic church is one of 
hierarchical authority, it makes its de- 
mands upon its people. The Protest- 
ant church, having its authority in dic- 
tates of personal conscience, finds it 
difficult to understand and adjust to 
eny other life. This at times becomes 
a serious point of conflict. Where it 
is not a conflict, a home in which reli- 
gion is inadequate and indifferent is the 
result. The good world can never be 
built on bad homes. 

The best advice I can give to such 
marriages is to say to the Protestant 
party, turn and be a reasonable Catho- 
lic. Better have unity of family than 
otherwise. It is seldom that the Catho- 
lic will turn to Protestant. If mixed 
religious marriages do take place, two 
ceremonies ought to be conducted. For 
Protestants to allow that only Catholic 
ceremonies are valid is to deny the sac- 
ramental nature of marriage, and the 
temper and spirit of Protestantism 
with regard to the family. 

3. Have you ever declined a mar- 
riage? If so, what results? 

Yes. A young couple came to the 
parsonage about 11 p. m. The gir! 
appeared with towseled blond hair and 
somewhat flushed face. The man also 
could have been neater in appearance. 
They wanted to be married. It seemed 
to me that they were in an unfit emo- 
tional state to be married. I refused 
the marriage and gave some other 
names whom they could contact. To 
make the story short, a year later they 
returned to me with a fine baby and 
wanted to have the baby baptized at 
the morning service. This I did and 
talked with them. They have made 
church life their center and are as fin 
a young family as one would want t 
meet. The thing that amazed me was 
the fact that they came back to th« 
minister who refused their marriage. 





Talmage C. Johnson Says 
That Much Can Be Done 
Through Informal 
Counselling* 
RE-MARRIAGE counselling may 
be of two kinds: formal and in- 
formal. Perhaps these words d 


*Dr. Johnson is the minister of the First Bat 
tist Church, Kinston, North Carolina. 
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not carry the exact meaning. By the 
first, I mean a conference or a series 
of conferences with a couple definitely 
committed to marriage. In such con- 
ferences, the minister must recognize 
the fact that the marriage is going to 
take place; it is too late to prevent it. 
By the informal counselling, I mean 
that which a good pastor does with his 
young people during their courtships; 
it may prevent many an_ unsuitable 
match. The latter is generally more 
effective. 

When a couple present themselves to 
me signifying their intention to marry, 
I never categorically refuse. I have 
sometimes insisted upon delay or a 
change in plans. In a few cases, this 
has been sufficient to prevent the mar- 
riage’s ever taking place. It is hardly 
necessary to say that I will not offici- 
ate at any public spectacle, though I 
have been asked a number of times to 
do so. Once I was requested to marry 
a couple in a lion’s cage. I declined 
... and did so not merely because I am 
afraid of lions. But as a rule, it is 
safe to assume that the marriage is 
going to be performed by somebody, if 
a legal license has been or can be se- 
cured. If my church had regulations 
against the remarriage of divorced per- 
sons, as some do, I would refuse to 
marry them. But since it does not 
have, I have felt that regardless of 
what may have caused the failure of a 
former marriage, another marriage is 
entitled to whatever sanctity one can 
throw about it. Hence I do not refuse 
to marry divorced persons. 

If the parties to be married are un- 
known to the minister, there is but lit- 
tle counselling that can be done. He 
can hardly do more than speak briefly 
of the importance of the step being 
taken, ask a few leading questions, 
and perhaps offer a book or pamphlet 
with the request that it be read. Such 
literature is becoming increasingly 
available at low cost. 

But if the couple is well known to 
the minister, he will be able to point 
out the areas in which they may meet 
with difficulty and to suggest adjust- 
ments that will prevent the wreckage 
of the marital venture. When doing 
this he should usually require that both 
parties be present. I believe that most 
people, when they approach marriage, 
are serious and earnestly desire to 
achieve happiness in the new relation- 
ship. They are, therefore, particularly 
receptive to suggestion on the part of 
the man who is to unite them. His at- 
titude will be long remembered and his 
words will be often recalled. He should 
not fail to emphasize the religious na- 
ture of the ceremony and the spiritual 
values that are needed in life’s intimate 




















Fifteen good posters came to the committee which promoted the 
interdenominational Thanksgiving service at Midland, Michigan. The 
committee offered $2.50 for the first poster and added a second prize 


of $1.00 for the second best. 


Window and newspaper publicity was 


the result. Howard A. Webster, minister of the First Baptist Church, 
supervised the contest. It was made possible by the cooperation of the 
art department of the local high school. The prize-winning poster by 


Bob Seeburger is shown at the left; the one at the right is the second 
prize winner, made and held by Annabelle Redmon. 








relationships. 

While there is no particular objec- 
tion to the minister’s discussing the 
sexual side of marriage, in most cases 
it has seemed best to me to recommend 
that both parties submit themselves 
to a physician for a thorough physical 
examination and for counsel about the 
sex act, birth-control, and other phys- 
ical problems. That leaves me free to 
emphasize the more the spiritual side 
of marriage and the problems of tem- 
per and temperament that are likely to 
arise between husband and wife and 
among in-laws. I insist that success- 
ful marriage is possible if the parties 
to it do not expect it just to happen 
but labor to achieve it, practicing the 
Christian virtues of tolerance, for- 
bearance, patience, unselfishness, and 
love. The sexual side of marriage is 
likely to be sufficiently prominent and 
though there is much that should be 
known about it, somebody ought to 
exalt the spiritual side. This is the 
minister’s opportunity. 

Sometimes, however, I have been 
questioned by a prospective groom who 
indicates that he has had no premarital 
sex experience. There are more such 
men than the cynics believe! In such 
a case, I do not believe that a good 
friend of mine was right who told his 


virtuous son just before his marriage 
that he need not fear but that nature 
would teach him how to act. Instead 
I do not hesitate to describe exactly 
and fully the physical consummation 
of marriage and the technique of mar- 
ried love. 


The likelihood of successful marriage 
is in direct proportion to the measure 
of common interests and similarity of 
background. True each of the marital 
partners will supplement the other. 
But where there are too many differ- 
ences of a basic nature no supplement- 
ing is possible. This being true, inter- 
racial marriages are foredoomed to 
failure and marriages of persons of 
different faiths have a minimum 
chance of success. The latter may be 
undertaken if one of the parties is 
willing to give up his own faith and 
both are fully conscious of the fact that 
they are beginning marriage with a 
handicap. 

These things should be continually 
stressed in the informal counselling of 
the pastor with his young people. If 
he has kept himself close to his young 
people, has talked with them individu- 
ally or in groups about the problems 
of sex and marriage, and has influ- 
enced them to choose their mates wise- 
ly, very little need be said when they 
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announce their choice and request his 
services. Mismating will be rare. But 
if he has waited until an unwise choice 
has been made, there is little he can 
do about it. 

Perhaps one other thing should be 
said. If the couple is to live after 
marriage in some other community, the 
minister who performs the ceremony 
has not finished his job until he has 
communicated with a pastor in that 
community and commended his own to 
the other pastor. 


William A. Williams Says 
That Personal Religious 
Experience Is Good 
Marriage Assurance* 

FEW months after a young cou- 
A ple had been married, the wife 

hissed at her husband, in a low, 
venomous voice, “I could twist you into 
the ground like a worm,” and graphi- 
cally illustrated with an energetic turn 
of her heel on the rug. The reader can 
probably supply his own illustrations of 
domestic conflict. But what are some 
of the most common causes for these 
quick, or slow, changes in attitudes? 
Some of the answers to that question 
is what I discuss with the young cou- 
ples who ask me to unite them in mar- 
riage. 

A marriage is much more than a 
question of true love or romanticism. 
It is a social situation that is a re- 
finer’s fire from which there is almost 
no escape, and which tests and probes 
the psychological structure and re- 
sources and social adaptability of two 
persons such as no other life situation. 
Life and its responsibilities, with its 
joys and sorrows, is begun in dead 
earnest. And I feel that more joys 
may be added and some sorrows avoid- 
ed by going into marriage with one’s 
eyes open, with at least a thoughtful 
preview of some of the problems and 
the forces set in motion. 

I have no unvarying sequence of 
ideas, but usually take up first the 
thought of permanency in the relation- 
ship. Have they determined to see it 
through, across the years? Have they 
tried to get a grasp of what the years 
may bring? Then, I touch upon the 
problems of having children—the sac- 
rifices that both will have to make, 
the mental and emotional responses to 
the new situation, in which the hus- 
band accepts greater economic respon- 
sibilities, especially, and the wife is 
tied down considerably for several 
years, how these things affect mutual 
trust, change ways of getting pleasure, 
and modify one’s philosophy of life. 
Have they thought of some of these 


*Mr. Williams is the minister of the Belmont 
Methodist Church, Youngstown, Ohio. 
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things and are they determined to see 
it through? All in all, I try to cover 
a bird’s eye view of life from economics 
to old age. The best general survey 
of the subject is Life, A Psychological 
Survey, by Pressey, Jenney, and Kuh- 
lan. (Harper & Brothers) 


If these are the problems and the 
situations, what do the young people 
bring to them? The most obvious are, 
of course, family background and 
training and education. Granted that 
they have a genuine love for each 
other, how well are they fitted other- 
wise to be good yoke fellows? Here I 
raise the social problems of religious 
affiliation, cultural backgrounds, race, 
mental ability, and educational levels. 
Out of even a brief discussion of these 
factors should come a picture of com- 
mon and different characteristics, 
those that will make for harmony and 
those that may cause trouble. I then 
talk mostly about the point of greatest 
difficulty, as for example, Catholic and 
Protestant backgrounds. 


But while all these matters are very 
important, they are still on the peri- 
phery of the life of the new family. 
What is of more immediate importance 
is the conception each has of his or 
her place in the combination in relation 
to the other. Comparisons are inevit- 
able, after as well as before marriage, 
and individuals, though possibly 
changed, remain individuals after as 
well as before. So I raise the problem 
of superiority and subordination, and 
what each expects to get out of the 
venture—the selfish or egocentric aims. 
I point out that old behavior patterns 
operate with greater intensity in mar- 
ried life. That if one comes to think 
that the other is or feels he is superior, 
and openly or covertly demands a su- 
perior position, of a man, for example 
in one recent instance, who intends to 
be “boss,” a struggle begins that is 
likely to destroy everything of value 
and defeat all of the aims of both, a 
struggle in which everything, the sub- 
lime, the ridiculous, and the pathetic, 
about each other and their families be- 
come so many weapons to raise one- 
self and cut the other down to size. 
He will use his economic power, and 
she will use the female repertoire of 
weapons developed since Eve, to carry 
on the strife. Perhaps in the best 
regulated families there is a certain 
amount of tension incident to the many 
and varied adjustments necessary. 

The sexual aspects of marriage I 
discuss briefly and mostly as symp- 
toms of maladjustments and misunder- 
standings, where there may be malad- 
justments, in other areas of life. I re- 
fer them. to one or two books and sug- 
gest that they can get help to find 


solutions as problems arise, if they 
do arise. What they need most so near 
the experience is, I think, a word 
about attitudes, expectations, and pos- 
sible reactions. 

But marriage is not all problems. 
The highest joys of fellowship, shared 
responsibilities, and satisfactions of 
facing life together are found only 
here, and there is a way, though it 
seems that few there be who find it. 
That way is one of mutuality, coopera- 
tiveness, contributing all one can, in- 
ferior or superior, to the common life, 
that both may share in all there is; 
living an open, honest, forthright life 
in relation to each other. 


I suggest finally, that if there is any 
guarantee of success in marriage the 
only one is a close, personal relation- 
ship to Jesus Christ, a relationship in 
which the two face a third who 
searches and probes their lives, and 
promises a fulfillment of their hopes 
and dreams and visions which can 
never be realized on earth. 


William L. Ludlow Places 
Emphasis on Economic 
Factors* 


Y present experience in pre-mar- 

riage counselling is found in two 

areas of life. There are those who, 
in Zanesville, are members of my 
church; there are the seniors at Mus- 
kingum College who as members of my 
course in The Family are looking for- 
ward toward marriage. I mention 
these two different groups with whom 
I deal for I am sure that the approach 
as well as the techniques employed in 
counselling are different. 

I believe one of the best approaches 
in the church is through the youth or- 
ganizations. Our most reliable psy- 
chologists are telling us that our phys- 
ical and mental development should be 
natural. When questions of any na- 
ture are asked by growing persons they 
should be answered. I believe, there- 
fore, that through the youth groups 
ministers could emphasize certain points 
of view concerning marriage and the 
family life. This kind of work on the 
part of our clergy would more than be 
helpful when they are called upon to 
discuss more difficult questions for 
those before marriage. Through our 
youth groups which include those be- 
tween the ages of twelve to eighteen 
I would emphasize first that both sexes 
meet together. In many instances the 
separation leads to isolation of indi- 
viduals. Next we should assume an at- 

(Turn to page 12) 





*Professor of Political Science and Sociolog 
at Muskingum College, New Concord, Ohio, and 
minister, First Congregational Church, Zanes 
ville Ohio. 
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Eliminate Boredom From Board 
Meetings 
by Charles W. Carson 


The author who is the treasurer of the Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School gives some good directions for making board 


meetings profitable. 


Try it for a while and see if it does not 


produce for you. 


OARDS OF TRUSTEES and other 
official boards supervise the pro- 
gram and administer the funds of 

our churches. The roster of these 
boards is made up of the best lay lead- 
ership which is available to the church. 
In large measure the destiny of the 
church is in their hands. Obviously it 
is important that some thought be given 
to ways and means of making the work 
of these boards effective. Too frequent- 
ly board meetings are taken for grant- 
ed. Under these circumstances, mem- 
bers lose interest, absent themselves 
from meetings, and the program of the 
church suffers. 

Effective church board meetings do 
not happen by chance or good fortune, 
they are planned. This article presents 
no artful formulas. It is simply an en- 
deavor to set forth in a concise manner 
the factors which need to be taken 
into account if church board meetings 
are to be interesting and productive. 
Preparation 

1. Notices. Busy men cannot be ex- 
pected to remember the date and time 
even of regular meetings. Notices 
should be sent a week in advance, and 
in some cases should be followed by a 
telephone call on the meeting day. When 
it is possible to include with the notice 
an outline of items to be considered, 
added interest is aroused. 

2. Agenda. Some meetings proceed 
in casual fashion without any plan; 
others follow a fixed outline which is 
always the same. Interesting meet- 
ings result from carefully prepared 
agenda for each session. This means 
that the chairman and the minister, or 
church staff member must confer in 
advance of each meeting. When the 
agenda is long or detailed, it helps to 
have a copy for each member present. 

3. Data. In connection with prepa- 
ration of the agenda, attention should 
be given to the assembling of neces- 
sary and pertinent supporting data. If 
resolutions are to be presented, they 
should be formulated before the meet- 
ing. Time will be saved and intelligent 
action will be facilitated, if proposed 
budgets, annual reports and detailed 
or complicated recommendations are 








A Beatitude for the 
Church 


TRUE ELOQUENCE 


Happy is the church whose mes- 
sage is proclaimed in the actions 
of its people. 


Its truth shall be understood 
and its words cherished. 


Its life shall be a sermon pro- 
claimed without ceasing in elo- 
quence and power. 


L. Foster Wood 











mailed with the notice of the meet- 
ing. 

4. Physical arrangements. Tempera- 
ture, ventilation and lighting of the 
meeting room are important. Comfort- 
able chairs informally arranged so that 
each member can easily see all who are 
present, are a great improvement over 
stiff seats arranged in classroom fash- 
ion. Vacant places near the entrance 
make it possible for latecomers to slip 
in without interrupting the meeting. 
The Meeting 

1. The chairman and the secretary. 
When the meeting is called to order its 
success or failure is largely in the 
hands of the chairman. A _ secretary 
who will keep an accurate record of 
proceeding is also essential. The fol- 
lowing suggestions will be helpful to 
the chairman: 

2. Budget the time. It is impossible 
to assign an exact number of minutes 
to each item of business, but the chair- 
man should keep the entire agenda be- 
fore him and make certain that the 
important questions receive adequate 
attention. Without careful guidance 
boards have a tendency to spend more 
time discussing repairs to the front 
steps than deciding on the purchase 
of a new pipe organ. 

3. Guide the discussion. There are 
two extremes to be avoided. Action 
which is “railroaded” through without 
explanation or clarification leaves the 
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individual member with a feeling of 
frustration and uselessness. Too lengthy 
discussion, however, with frequent di- 
gression will result in boredom. The 
chairman can tactfully cut short di- 
gressions, keep the issue clearly before 
the meeting, and ask for a motion when 
the time seems appropriate for ac- 
tion. 

4. Utilize committees. Preliminary 
exploration of questions requiring board 
action can best be accomplished by 
small committees. Time is saved in the 
board meeting, and individual members 
are given a sense of responsibility. 
When a discussion is getting nowhere, 
or when additional information is need- 
ed, refer the matter to a committee. 

5. Make assignments definite. Fre- 
quently reports are not ready for board 
meetings, because there was not a clear 
assignment of responsibility. When it 
is possible, committees or individuals 
should be named and their assignment 
definitely outlined in the board meet- 
ing. If conference is necessary before 
assignments are made, those named 
should be notified as soon as possible 
and instructed as to when they are to 
report. 

Follow-up 

1. Mail the minutes. This requires 
extra office work, but it is worth the 
effort. Those who were not present 
are informed of what took place in the 
meetings, and marked copies will serve 
as reminders to members who have 
assignments. 

2. Take nothing for granted. In- 
stead of complaining about people who 
fail to do their duty, accept human 
nature as it is, and make the best of 
it. Much of the success of your next 
board meeting depends upon a methodi- 
cal follow-up of the last one. The per- 
son responsible for organizing the next 
meeting (chairman, minister or secre- 
tary) will need to check on meeting's 
of committees and individual assign- 
ments. If information has been asked 
for, it must be provided. If action in 
the meeting called for appointments 
which were not made immediately, con- 
ferences should be scheduled promptly 
to make the appointments. 

When all of these suggestions have 
been taken into account, there is an- 
other factor to consider. Church boards 
are made up of human beings. In mak- 
ing adequate preparation, and carrying 
on in business-like fashion, precautions 
need to. be taken against becoming 
grimly serious. A little fun and fel- 
lowship needs to be introduced. The 
best work is accomplished by board 
meetings in which the members actually 
enjoy coming together. 

These are days in which the demo- 
cratic process is on trial. Many times 
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the process is criticized, when careless 
planning and poor techniques are at 
fault. Church boards should be among 
the first to make certain that democ- 
racy works. 





Pre-Marital Counselling 
(From page 10) 
titude that marriage is the normal and 
desirable state of relationships. More- 
over, every attempt should be made in 
our youth groups to mingle one with 
another and to discourage the pairing 
at early ages. I believe that these 
practices will afford the minister a 
natural and informal relationship with 
his young people which will permit him 
to be free to give counsel when they 
are seriously thinking about marriage. 

Knowledge of the home life of both 
man and woman is necessary before I 
feel free to discuss questions pertaining 
to marriage. As many of us would 
agree, our part in discouraging a cou- 
ple to marry should be done before they 
have planned to marry. It is for this 
reason that I have emphasized a defi- 
nite program in our youth groups 
which should be carried out informally 
and most naturally. From experience 
I have found it most satisfactory for 
the couple or one person to come to 
me with the problem of marriage. In- 
sisting always upon a positive approach 
to the problem, I think most can be 
accomplished. Some time ago I talked 
with a college sophomore who desired 
to marry a teacher in the high school 
in her home town. There was an age 
difference of five years. He had a good 
position. Everything was settled by 
the couple except that the girl’s mother 
opposed the marriage at that time. 
Although she had been determined to 
marry at that time, she changed her 
mind when I suggested that to wait 
only two years would give her a college 
education which might be of greater 
help to her husband in the future. She 
waited the two years, was married last 
summer and is now happily living and 
helping him as a teacher. 

To persons who come to me for mar- 
riage and who are unknown to me I 
ask several requests of them. First, I 
inquire whether they have ever had a 
physical examination. Secondly, wheth- 
er they have ever been married. In the 
third place, I ask in as informal man- 
ner as possible why they desire to 
marry. This introduction gives me a 
few cues for any pre-marriage coun- 
selling I may give. I have found from 
my experience that most of the couples 
who come to me for marriage in my 
church and who are not members of 
the church do not desire any counsel- 
ling concerning sex. They are _ in- 
formed. On the other hand couples in 
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THE CHRIST 
By Warner Saliman 








LITANY FOR THE DEDICATION OF 
A PICTURE OF CHRIST 

The Methodist and Hilt Community 
Church of Hornbrook, California, re- 
cently dedicated one of the beautiful 
full color reproductions of Warner 
Sallman’s picture of Christ. The minis- 
ter, Edwin S. Richardson, worked out 
the following litany for the service of 
dedication. It will be useful to others 
who will have similar dedication serv- 
ices during the lenten months. 

THE LITANY 

For the art which thou hast placed 
within a man’s heart and hands 

We thank thee, O Lord. 

For the inspiration which can enter 
into our hearts from the hands and 
heart of another. 

We thank thee, O Lord. 

That this picture, dedicated this 
morning upon thine altar, may always 
lift our eyes to thee, 

We humbly pray, Our Father. 

That this picture, calling us upward 
and onward, may be a source of spiritu- 
al life to all that see it. 

We humbly pray, Our Father. 

That this picture may fix our 
thoughts on beauty as we worship 

We humbly pray, Our Father. 

That the man portrayed in this pic- 
ture may enter into our hearts to abide 
with us forevermore. 

We entreat thee, Our 
Father. 

AMEN. 


Heavenly 








LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 18 


Be sure you have the Lenten 
issue of “Church Management” 








college who come from religious homes 
are desirous of such sources for infor- 
mation. This shows I believe an ap- 
parent failure of our youth programs 
or the home training in this subject. 

Economic Problems Greater Than Sex 


Social workers who deal with broken 
families, ministers who try to keep 
families from the divorce court and the 
judge who desires to be fair and hon- 
est in his work with maladjusted in- 
dividuals all know that economic and 
not sex problems are of the greater im- 
portance in family relations. I sug- 
gest a list of books which might be 
read to all who show a desire to read 
them. Among the best books are: 
Hannah M. Stone and Abraham Stone, 
Marriage Manual; Oliver Butterfield, 
Marriage and Sexual Harmony; Le- 
Mon Clark, Emotional Adjustment in 
Marriage; M. J. Exner, Sexual Side of 
Marriage; and L. F. Wood, Harmony 
in Marriage. 

I would consider in pre-marriage 
counselling the problems of economic 
relationships as a part of the minis- 
ter’s responsibility. I suggest to those 
who seem to show an interest to know 
more about economic adjustments in 
marriage, sources which may be of 
assistance to them. As ministers we 
should be able to suggest what we be- 
lieve to be the Christian manner of 
applying our faith to problems of 
economics in the home. Several meth- 
ods of budgeting may be one of the 
contributions we may make to the bet- 
ter understanding of a couple in the 
affairs of finance. I have found col- 
lege students who are planning mar- 
riage very receptive to any suggestion 
which may help them in living a more 
secure and economically sound life. 
Again I believe that our counselling 
should include these various phases of 
economics of the home. I earnestly urge 
that instruction concerning the eco- 
nomics of the home be given when a 
couple desires. It is certainly equal to 
sex in importance. 

Mixed Marriages 

I do not believe that in general the 
problems presented by mixed religious 
marriages of two Protestant persons 
cause the difficulty they once did. On 
the other hand, the marriage of a 
Greek Catholic with a Congregational- 
ist does present without any doubt a 
family problem. We recognize that 
this problem is lessened when the faith 
of one is very weak. A recent illus- 
tration may serve as a basis for fur- 
ther discussion. A Christian Scien- 
tist married a free thinker. Before 
their marriage they wrote out a con- 
tract which defined the rights of the 
two individuals and their privileges 
and duties. For two years they seemed 
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happily married. When their child be- 
came three, a family argument fol- 
lowed over the question of religious 
instruction. A divorce resulted. I in- 
form every couple who comes to me, 
whether in my church or in college, 
that a successful marriage may be 
made when two persons desire to live 
together for at least one great purpose. 
If two individuals find that one or more 
purposes for marriage and are willing 
to live toward those ends the question 
of religion may be insignificant if their 
beliefs are weak. On the other hand, 
I strongly warn any couple of marry- 
ing when they firmly believe in differ- 
ent faiths. 

To couples who are considering the 
marrying of someone who does not pos- 
sess the same beliefs I would clearly 
point out the difficulties from my own 
observations. Sociological studies have 
showed that the degree of happiness 
varied inversely with the degree of dif- 
ference in culture or color. Without 
doubt there are today marriages be- 
tween members of different religious 
denominations as well as faiths which 
consider themselves happily married. 
Yet, the cultural differences in family 
traits are often the barriers toward 
adjustment in marriage. It must be 
emphasized as ministers of the Chris- 
tian truth that biologists are now 
largely agreed that there are no bio- 
logical ill effects of race crossing. From 
the sociologist’s point of view, there 
need be no criticism of intermarriage 
of nationals, religious groups or races. 
It must be admitted, however, that our 
contemporary American society is 
group minded and that intermarriage 
between nationals, religious groups 
and races produces unfortunate social 
situations. Until these are changed it 
is unwise for a minister to sanction 
racial intermarriages. Religious and 
national intermarriages would depend 
largely upon the minister’s judgment 
whether the two persons could adjust 
in the community. 


I have declined interracial marriages 
on the ground that neither party 
had given sufficient consideration of 
the purpose of marriage. I did not de- 
cline them because they were of a dif- 
ferent color. I think the clergy should 
maintain a definite standard and atti- 
tude toward the Christian marriage. 
It should be looked upon as more than a 
civil contract. One of the greatest 
curses toward the attainment of a more 
spiritual attitude on marriage is the 
“marrying parson.” I suggest the fol- 
lowing test which a couple might take 
and which a minister may also use in 
determining whether they should 
marry and whether the latter should 

(Turn to next page) 


States Tax Unused Real Property 
bug Arthur L. H. Street 


E are asked to discuss the tax- 

ability of vacant ground held by 

a church organization as the site 
of a church structure to be erected in 
the future. As will be seen below, the 
discussion throws light upon related 
situations, such as where the taxgath- 
erer claims the right to assess surplus 
holdings forming part of a present 
church site, etc. In these days when 
the state and federal governments are 
looking around for subjects of taxation 
that have heretofore escaped assess- 
ment, the entire topic becomes one of 
special interest and importance. 


The fact that the wording of tax 
exemption statutes widely differs in dif- 
ferent states precludes the statement 
of any hard and fast rules. Neverthe- 
less, what is said Lelow ought to aid 
in establishing a better general con- 
ception as to the legal situation, as well 
as throwing direct light on the state of 
the law in states in which the effect of 
specific statutes has been adjudicated. 


Land for Future Use 

A note in a standard legal treatise 
reads: “It is generally held that land 
on which it is the intention of a re- 
ligious society to erect a church build- 
ing, but on which no work of con- 
struction has been commenced, is not 
exempt from taxation.” (17 A.L.R. 
1038, citing decisions of the appellate 
courts of Massachusetts, New York and 
Ohio.) “A mere prospective use of 
property for religious or charitable 
purposes does not exempt it from taxa- 
tion.” (2 A.L. R. 545, citing decisions 
of courts of Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.) 

In one of the cases, an Ohio judge 
made this comment, in deciding that a 
state, exempting “houses used for pub- 
lic worship and the grounds attached 
to such buildings,” did not exempt 
a lot held for future use: 

“On any other view of the question, 
the trustees of a religious society might 
purchase the most desirable city prop- 
erty, hold it for years without improve- 
ment, and, if it should meanwhile in- 
crease in value, dispose of it, reaping 
the benefit of the speculation, without 
having paid a dollar to the public treas- 
ury to sustain the government which 
has protected the property from injury, 
and enabled the owners to acquire as 
well as to alien it; nay, further, if ever 
there should be such a case, a religious 
body already possessed of a church edi- 


fice might be desirous to erect a new 
and more commodious building, and in 
anticipation of such an event purchase 
another location for the prospective 
edifice, and * * * the newly acquired 
property as well as that already pos- 
sessed would be exempted from taxa- 
tion. The effect of such an example 
would be * * * to withdraw property 
from taxation for an indefinite period, 
to be limited only by the will or the 
convenience of the owners; and though 
it is said that it may yield in the in- 
terval no profit to the proprietors the 
difficulty is not obviated. It still exists; 
for such an answer to be of any value 
must as well apply to the individuals 
who own vacant and unproductive city 
lots; they may derive no revenue from 
their estate, but they are never excused 
from the payment of the taxes with 
which it is assessed.” 


Buildings Under Construction 

The courts are not agreed as to a 
church’s right to exemption of taxation 
on its property while an edifice is in 
course of construction. Difference in 
the wording of statutes may have ac- 
counted for much of this disagreement 
in conclusions. Exemptions in such 
cases have been allowed by the courts 
of Louisiana, Massachusetts and Wis- 
consin. Contrary conclusions have been 
reached in New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In Minnesota it was held under the 
statutes of that state that church prop- 
erty was exempt from taxation, at least 
from the time when an architect was 
engaged to prepare plans for presently 
needed buildings. (State vs. Second 
Church of Christ, Scientist, 185 Minn. 
242.) In that case the court said: “The 
test is the use to which the property is 
devoted, or about to be devoted. It is 
not necessarily the use or nonuse of 
the property at the exact time when the 
tax is levied. The location of the prop- 
erty with reference to buildings in 
which the institution carries on its ac- 
tivities, the present need of! the insti- 
tution for the use of the property, and 
its present good-faith intention to make 
use of the property in the near future 
are elements to be considered.” 


Considerations Affecting Exemptions 
The decisions show that an exemption 
right is not to be so narrowly inter- 
preted as to limit it to ground actually 
occupied by buildings. For example, in 
a California case (90 Cal. App. 176) it 
appeared that parking space was badly 
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needed for those attending church in 
downtown Los Angeles, that portion of 
a church lot so used did not provide 
sufficient parking space for all church 
attendants, and that no parking fee 
was imposed. Under these circum- 
stances, the court ruled that the lot was 
wholly exempt, particularly as the lot 
also served to afford air and light for 
the church building. That case involved 
application of the provisions of the 
California Constitution which exempts 
from taxation so much land on which 
buildings used solely for religious wor- 
ship as is needed “for the convenient 
use and occupation of said buildings.” 
But in a very recent decision, the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled 
that where a church corporation bought 
an adjacent lot for more than $50,000 
that was not needed to provide light 
and air, and only part of which was 
used for parking purposes, and where 
it appeared that part was intended for 
future expansion of the existing build- 
ings, the lot was not wholly exempt 
from taxes on a theory that the entire 
lot was needed for enjoyment of the 
existing plant. (20 Atl. 2d, 209.) 
Additional cases bearing on this sub- 
ject will be found in annotations at 
17 A. L. R. 1027, 28 A. L. R. 861, and 
81 A. L. R. 1178. (A. L. R. means 
American Law Reports which are 
available in most law libraries.) 





Pre-Marital Counselling 
(From page 13) 
marry them. 


Tests for Marriage 


1. The couple has known each other 
for at least six months. 


2. The man has been employed for 
the past year. 

3. The girl has decided definitely 
with the man in agreement whether 
she is going to work or to live as a 
housewife in the home. 

4. The couple has decided to live by 
themselves—not with any relatives. 

5. The couple has discussed the 
topic of having children and have de- 
cided whether or not birth control is 
to be practiced. 

6. The couple has decided what meth- 
od will be followed in matters of fi- 
nance. Will the family have two heads? 


7. The couple agrees that the various 
known habits of the other one will be 
continued in marriage. Marriage is 
not a reform institution. Individuals 
entering into such a contract should 
realize that in this respect marriage 
changes anyone. 

8. The couple agrees as to the 
amount of free time, if any, each may 
possess. 
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Alfred S. Nickless Describes 
a Pre-Marriage Interview* 


OR the last three or four years, it 

has been my great pleasure to share 

in marriage counseling with each 
couple presenting themselves to me for 
marriage. We spend at least an hour, 
sometimes more, together in such coun- 
seling. With the young people of our 
own church, this is generally done sev- 
eral days, perhaps a week or more be- 
fore the date of the actual marriage. 
Our young people have come to look 
for it now, and even ask for it. 


This counseling is done in the minis- 
ter’s study, which, through its furnish- 
ings, lighting, etc., lends itself to the 
right psychological approach. As the 
conference begins, the suggestion is 
made that there is nothing of the lec- 
ture or sermon method about it. Every- 
thing is done to bring about composure, 
and freedom from tension. The candi- 
dates are generally approached with 
this question: “It is understood that 
you are coming to a minister of the 
Christian church, because you desire 
the religious sanction on your marriage, 
and wish to start your married life to- 
gether in the right religious atmos- 
phere? If this were not so, you would 
most likely go to some justice of the 
peace for your marriage.” 

Then, after the customary questions 
are asked for the filing of the marriage 
certificate, the Presbyterian form of 
marriage service is introduced. They 
are told that at the time of the wed- 
ding, that service will be used unless 
they desire some other form, and that 
they will be presented with the little 
marriage booklet containing the serv- 
ice as a gift from Mrs. Nickless and 
myself, with our best wishes. 

I say to them, “I am sure you would 
like to know something about this serv- 
ice, the vows you are to make to each 
other at the marriage altar?” For this 
reason they are encouraged to be mar- 
ried in the church or minister’s study, 
which has a little improvised altar, or 
at least in their own home. In other 
words, I refuse to share with them in 
this sacred rite in any freakish place, 
such as is done by some ministers. 

As the marriage service is read very 
slowly for them, running comments are 
made by me on the importance of par- 
ticular sections of it, such as the neces- 
sity of children to perpetuate the hu- 
man race, either by the natural process- 
es or by way of adoption; we consider 
together the place of the temporal and 
the religious as is suggested in the 
service, the sacredness of the vows 
and their implications. I endeavor to 
show to them how marriage is a mutual 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 


affair, not one dominating the other, 
either consciously or unconsciously, and 
this, even in relation to the children 
that we hope will be born to them. 

Through the discussion of the mar- 
riage service it is hoped that they are 
led to see that married life is one of 
mutual ideals, aspirations, confidences, 
and sacrifices. At the close of the read- 
ing of the service, they are asked if 
they are satisfied with it or would they 
like some other form of service. Then 
they are introduced to certain literature 
which I have gotten together in my 
25 years of ministry. This is used as 
a basis for our further conversation 
together. We counsel together about 
those things which either help to mar 
or build a succsessful home. 

(a) Financial security, the matter of 
insurance, and budgeting. They are 
presented with a sample budget, and 
are told that the same is not to be re- 
garded as a rigid but rather an elastic 
thing. Professor Crane of Northwest- 
ern University gave me permission to 
use his budget. 

(b) Mutual interests. The 
of spending part of their recreation 
hours together, enjoying certain hob- 
bies together, dating each other at 
times after marriage, in other words, 
keeping up their courtship after mar- 
riage. 


wisdom 


(c) Their parents and _ parents-in- 
law. Whether or not they are going 
to live in their own home, i. e. away 
from everybody else! They are told 
about the wisdom of this, if possible. 
The matter of possible tensions between 
any of their parents and either of the 
candidates, the matter of the possible 
provision they may have to make for 
them in the future, etc. 

(d) Their religious background. If 
it is discovered that they are divided 
in their religious affiliations, they are 
strongly urged to have one church 
home, to get into some young people’s 
Bible class or club. They are coun- 
seled to give God a place in their life, 
to share in the church sacraments to- 
gether, to have family worship, not in 
any stilted fashion but in a natural 
way. 

(e) The physical or personal rela- 
tionship. Here, they are presented with 
the book, Harmony in Marriage by 
Leland Foster Wood, secretary of the 
Committee on Marriage and the Home, 
Federal Council of Churches, and Rob- 
ert L. Dickinson, M.D., secretary of the 
Committee on Maternal Health, the 
Academy of Medicine in New York or 
Entering Marriage by Sherwood Eddy. 
They are counseled to read it imme- 
diately, especially the fourth chapter in 
Harmony in Marriage. We talk to- 
gether about the matter of birth con- 
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CINCINNATI CHURCH BUILDS FOR 





WORSHIP © 


The pictures above show new worship facilities in the Norris Memorial United Brethren Church, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, E. Lee Niswander, minister. At the left is the Benison Memorial Chapel on the same floor 
as the auditorium. The picture at the right shows the new chancel which transformed the house of 


worship. 


who designed it, and the gifts of members of the congregation. 
munion table or altar, altar vases, baptismal font, the cross and the candelabra. 


It was made possible through the cooperation of an architect in the congregation, Karl Abel, 
Among the memorial gifts are the com- 


At the extreme right 


is seen the Everett Orgatron which was presented to the church by Mr. H. G. Pounsford, a Cincinnati 
business man, in memory of his wife, Sarah Mary Pounsford. 








trol. But it is here that I tell them 
that I speak very much as a layman, 
although I have counseled with psy- 
chologists, psychiatrists, and medical 
men, and they have helped me and en- 
couraged me with the word that I am 
doing the right thing. But I urge the 
candidates to put themselves in the 
hands of some splendidly prepared med- 
ical doctor in whom they have fullest 
confidence, and seek his ratification on 
all that about which we have talked, 
and not to take any word from me as 
final in this matter. 


After this, they are given some sug- 
gestions regarding making the most 
of their married life. In these sugges- 
tions, there are words of counsel for 
the bridegroom and words of counsel 
for the bride. They are encouraged to 
write me a word on their first wedding 
anniversary, and on succeeding anni- 
versaries. I also endeavor to write to 
each couple that I have married on each 
succeeding wedding anniversary, begin- 
ning with the first. This is not always 
possible, of course, where addresses are 
lost, and possible separations arise. My 
only regret is that I did not begin this 
marriage counseling much earlier in 
my ministry, for I am finding it one of 


the most heartening and satisfying min- 
istries at the present time. 





Ronald E. Terry Outlines a 
Plan of Education* 


a E want to get married.” 
It may be a shy, embarrassed 
statement. It may be confi- 
dent, self-assured. It indicates that 
the social, biological, civic, and reli- 
gious processes of a lifetime have 


come to a focal point. The accumu- 
lated experience of the race is also 
manifesting its pressure. 

Marriages today are held together 
by more bonds than those of fear for 
a divorce. They are cemented by an 
understanding that marriage is a part- 
nership, that storms are bound to oc- 
cur, that there will be ups and downs. 
They are bound about with pride in the 
family ties and are supported by a 
desire to maintain a high self-respect. 

To establish many of these senti- 
ments and to support them, counsel is 
imperative to those already engaged in 
marriage and likewise to those who 
contemplate marriage. Some practical 
methods are open to the alert and in- 


*Mr. Terry is the minister of the First Metho- 
dist Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming 


terested pastor. 

First of all, the minister may pre- 
sent a series of topics dealing with 
some phase of the problem to the young 
people’s meeting. Such topics may in- 
clude: 

1. Friendship; 2. Courtship; 3. Mar- 
riage; 4. Divorce. 

These topics may be more attractive- 
ly stated by listing them: 

1. When John Meets Mary; 2. The 
Way of a Man With a Maid; 3. And 
Never the Twain Shall Part; 4. A 
Broken Home—a Broken Dream. 

This series should be presented to 
the high school and to the college age 
youth groups. They can be offered 
with profit to the young adult single 
group. The young people will welcome 
it, respect the minister more deeply, 
and seek him out for counsel because 
of it. 

Two methods may be employed: (1) 
present the material to a mixed group; 
(2) present it first of all to divided 
groups (boys in one class, girls in an- 
other), with a final session, or several, 
to the mixed group. If the latter meth- 
od, then consider “What I wish girls 
would and would not do” by the boys’ 
group, and “What I wish boys would 
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and would not do” by the girls’ group. 

The best time to influence young peo- 
ple is before they are involved in an 
affair. Even ther some may be broken 
up by suggesting ideals they ought to 
obtain and letting the young people 
themselves consider how well they 
measure up to the ideal. Youth of this 
age are full of idealism and respond 
quickly to the suggestion that certain 
standards need to be maintained if 
their personal living is to be successful. 


When a couple in the parish become 
engaged, let the minister express in a 
quiet radiant manner his own joy in 
their happiness. Invite them in. Show 
them books on friendship, sex, mar- 
riage. Offer help and counsel, but not 
any unsought advice. To do so will 
invite a sharing of their radiant joy 
and convince them that he is not “go- 
ing to meddle” with their affairs. Let 
the minister be aware that almost 
everyone wants to advise them and 
they are not seeking that kind of re- 
mark about themselves. 

Young people are proud of their 
minister and confident in themselves 
when they feel a sympathetic under- 
standing existing between them. This 
may be suggested by conducting a 
series of lessons as suggested above. It 
may also be suggested by small com- 
ments made in sermons, expressed in 
prayers, and by his own genuine per- 
sonal interest in their plans. 

When a couple unknown in the com- 
munity or unknown to the minister 
present themselves for marriage, it is 
better to read the service for them 
than to question them on the wisdom 
of their plans. Especially is this true 
of unchurched couples. There is a holy 
respect for the church attached to their 
request of the minister and a sense of 
wanting a sanctity placed about their 
union. Therefore, it is best to grant 
their request and reserve his counsel 
and advice for another time. His con- 
versation, his interest in them, and his 
whole manner and bearing may sug- 
gest that he is more than willing to 
serve them at a later time when their 
needs are different. 

The presentation of a fine book as a 
wedding gift is one such method. It 
may be on harmony in marriage or 
successful partnership in the home or 
other kindred subjects. Some will re- 
fuse this offer in preference for a cer- 
tificate and then return at a later time 
to seek his counsel. 

To send a first year anniversary let- 
ter is another method. Care should be 
taken to secure the permanent address 
of some member of the family, such 
as parents, brother or sister, as a mail- 
ing address at the close of the first 
year. This is necessary because many 
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couples make a radical change of em- 
ployment, of position, of community, 
and many times of intimate friends 
beginning at the point of their mar- 
riage. 

Inter-racial and inter-religious mar- 
riages, when they cross sharply de- 
fined lines, are to be discouraged. But 
to tell a couple of the folly of their 
ways is to close the door for sugges- 
tion and counsel. Tactfully suggest 
questions as to the likelihood of its suc- 
cess and then answer the question 
frankly when it is put by one of them, 
but not before. 

There is a sense about an engaged 
couple that they two have united to 
fight off the world. To say, “You must 
not get married,” is to immediately put 
oneself as a part of the whole world 
they are ready to fight. To wish them 
happiness in a reserved, doubtful sort 
of way is far more effective. For in- 
stance, “I wish you every happiness. 
Of course, you are fully aware that 
you are entering this with two strikes 
against you.” 

Many times parents are more diffi- 
cult to manage than the young people 
themselves. The mother is tremen- 
dously concerned about her child; the 
father is very firm in his belief about 
this and that; so the minister is called 
in to bring order out of chaos. If a 
sufficient portion of family harmony 
has been preserved, the minister may 
tactfully suggest to parents and young 
people different methods of procedure 
which will save the day for the family 
and for the young people themselves 
as they set out to establish their own 
home. There is no single method. A 
warm heart, a cool head, a cordial 
spirit, and a friendly attitude will 
carry a man through one of these situ- 
ations better than any given method. 
Care should be taken to play fair with 
both parent and child, especially so be- 
tween the young people themselves. 


Pre-marriage counsel for youth, 
young people, and young adults is com- 
paratively easy. Youth will welcome 
serious and sincere counsel. The grow- 
ing divorce rate and the superlative 
need for counsel are among those who 
are “fat, foolish, and forty.” They 
are artists at keeping secrets, plunging 
recklessly ahead against all danger 
signals, and are elusive of counsel. 
This group is the most difficult to reach. 

When the minister seriously enters 
the field of pre-marriage counsel, he 
opens for himself an area of possible 
influence that is sufficient to demand 
his full time. Important as this task 
may be and as far reaching as it may 
become in influence, nevertheless the 
wise pastor will be guarded in the ap- 
portioning of his time for these affairs 


of his parish. He may easily become 
a busybody, settling family difficulties 
that could well be settled by them- 
selves. ° 

The work is difficult and pleasant. It 
is intriguing and nerve-draining. 

Let the pastor’s home be a Christian 
home reflecting the virtues of our 
Christ. Parishioners, young and old, 
will point to it with pride and seek 
to pattern their home after his. 





THE ASCENDING ROAD 

One evening some years ago I set 
out from Seattle with a friend to climb 
Mount Ranier as far as it was possible 
to go at that time of the year. We saw 
the mountain rearing its pink summit 
dimly against the eastern sky above 
the tableland of high mountains which 
surround it. As we traveled it vanished 
in the darkness. The next morning 
our road climbed steadily among the 
foothills and the lower peaks about it. 
Often we lost sight of the mountain. 
Frequently the road seemed to be turn- 
ing quite away from it, but we kept 
steadily on the ascending road certain 
that as long as it led upward the peak 
was beyond. As we mounted spiral by 
spiral, we caught ever clearer glimpses 
of the summit and finally reached the 
direct trail to Paradise Valley. 


We may be sure that if we follow the 
ascending road of highest moral ideal- 
ism and spiritual truth, no matter 
whether it seems at times to lead us 
toward Stoic ethics or Buddist self- 
denial or Confucian ideals of duty, in 
the end it must bring us to him in whom 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge.” He himself encouraged man to 
persevere in the moral endeavor with- 
out any fear of the ultimate goal: “If 
any man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the teaching whether it be of 
God or whether I speak of myself.” 
From A Book of Chapel Talks by EI- 
bert Russell; Cokesbury Press. 





As it is the mark of great minds to 
say many things in a few words, so it 
is that of little minds to use many 
words to say nothing. 

cs a * 

Love, generosity, compassion, for- 
giveness, goodwill—these are the pow- 
ers which do things among men. These 
are themselves forces which effect the 
course of destiny. 

* * * 

The man who does not learn by his 
mistakes turns his best schoolmaster 
out of doors. 

* * * 

The two, religion and democracy, are 
like the arteries and veins of the body— 
the collapse of either means the death 
of both. 


—— — = | FF =a 
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F you will pardon me for saying so, 

I think that the “Confessional” 

page, which is of outstanding value 
to ministers, would be of more prac- 
tical service if the every-day problems 
of the average man, in the usual parish, 
were sometimes discussed. I have no 
domestic difficulties. The vexed ques- 
tion of secretaries has never troubled 
me, because I have never been in a 
position to employ one. Happily, I have 
neither a wayward son nor daughter. 
Tragic though the experiences of which 
others have written, and sympathetic 
though one’s attitude must be. But I 
can tell you what I do have—and I 
fancy that there are plenty of men 
who are in the same position. I have 
two or three strong-minded women who 
want to run things their own way. For 
instance, we had a musicale arranged 
by one of the societies of the church. 
There were a few items—including 
some dances—which did not meet with 
the approval of our board. What is 
more, the program was to be given in 
the auditorium. I pointed this out to 
the ladies concerned, and with the con- 
sent of the concert party, planned to 
use our hall. My decision was over- 
ruled. Those responsible insisted that 
it should go on as scheduled. It did. 
And I was left between the deep blue 
sea and the other alternative. These 
women are angry at what is termed my 
interference; the board blames me for 
what looks like disloyalty to it or my 
ineptitude. That is one difficulty. 

The other arises from men of the 
same type who endeavor to control the 
church and the minister. What they 
say goes—or they threaten to do so! 
They are dictatorial and dogmatic. 
They demand that the work should be 
carried on in line with their ideas. 
They require that I should preach as 
they think I should. And frequently, 
I find myself facing private remon- 
strance and rebuke, or, if not open op- 
position when they attend the board 
meetings, then a critical attitude and 
veiled antagonism. 

You may think this is entirely my 
fault. But my predecessor faced the 
same situation. There was, however, 
this difference. He could take it—and 
did. I cannot, or feel like saying that 
I will not. Perhaps he had more grace 
than I, or less backbone. The last thing 
I want to do is to have any unpleasant- 


He Doesn’t Like the Church Bosses 


A Ministerial Confession 


by J. W. G. Ward 


ness, or drive anyone from the church. 
Yet I have a distinct feeling that that 
is what some people are trying to do 
to me. What is your advice? How 
would you handle obnoxious people like 
these? Should I have it out with them, 
or get out myself? If you can give me 
any help, I would be grateful. Strange- 
ly enough, our seminary did not include 
anything like this in its curriculum. 


E wish you had given us a few 
WY ncn particulars about yourself. 

We must guess at so many es- 
sentials. How old are you? Is this your 
first charge? Are you inclined to be 
“a fighter”? These are some points 
which occur to us as we read your let- 
ter, even peering between the lines and 
scrutinizing the signature, grapho- 
logically, for some clue to your per- 
sonality. Not having much success in 
these directions, we may be accused of 
lacking discernment. 

You strike us as young, eager to 
forge ahead, with an earnest spirit 
which chafes at unnecessary and unfair 
opposition, and just a trifle inexperi- 
enced. Taking one of your last state- 
ments first, you cannot solve this prob- 
lem by leaving it to someone else. 
Your predecessor has demonstrated 
that. Moreover, no matter where you 
may go, you will still find that human 
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nature is much the same everywhere. 
You remind us of Lorimer’s Letters 
of a Self-Made Merchant. You may 
recall that the son had written home, 
expressing his dislike of the foreman 
under whom he was working. To this, 
the father replied, “Get it firmly fixed 
in your mind that you’re going to have 
a Milligan over you all your life, and 
if it isn’t a Milligan it will be a Jones 
or a ‘Smith. . . . There isn’t any such 
thing as being your own boss in this 
world, unless you’re a tramp, and then 
there’s the constable.” 


It is much the same with us all. Our 
work is with imperfect men and women. 
They can prove very exasperating. 
Sometimes we wish we could tell them 
just what we think of them. But when 
we feel like giving people a piece of 
our minds, it is a sure way of destroy- 
ing our own peace of mind. But that 
seldom accomplishes anything except 
to foment the trouble. Only aftér every 
other means has failed must we come 
to an open breach. Our aim, according 
to the apostolic injunction, must be, as 
far as lieth in us, to live peaceably 
with all men. And that does not mean 
spineless submission, but sterling self- 
control. 


- Now lest we appear to be merely 
platitudinous, let us grapple with the 
particular questions you ask. First, re- 
garding the ladies who, apparently, de- 
fied both you and your board, let us 
say this. A clear understanding should 
be arrived at, not so much with the 
offenders themselves, not by making an 
issue of what is now past history, but 
to avoid any repetition of it. The board 
should formulate definite rules, which 
could be typed and kept available for 
future needs. A distinct policy should 
be set down regarding the use to which 
the church auditorium may be put, for- 
bidding, if it so decides, any entertain- 
ment to be held in it. That must be 
determined by the board’s judgment. 
Some churches have no other available 
space; others, while permitting a pag- 
eant, lecture, or travelog, would not al- 
low a concert; others again firmly ad- 
here to the rule that only a religious 
service can be held therein. Unless a 
clear-cut policy is adopted in advance, 
this vexatious problem will constantly 
arise. 

Then, in addition, there should be a 
definite ruling about the types of en- 
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tertainment which the church will sanc- 
tion. It should be required that appli- 
cation for any such gathering should 
be made, and the program submitted 
for approval before the plans are 
launched. That would obviate any ques- 
tion and unpleasantness afterwards. In 
every case, the decision should be by 
vote of the official board. Its wishes 
should also be communicated to the 
parties concerned by the chairman, 
secretary, or clerk. The minister must 
be absolutely free from any such re- 
sponsibility. Anything which inter- 
feres with his spiritual functions, or 
unnecessarily alienates him from any 
section of his people, should be avoided 
at all costs. 


Such strong-minded people are hard 
to handle. But while tact, courtesy, and 
Christian consideration must be used to 
the full, we feel that concerted ac- 
tion on the part of the officials is 
the most desirable course. And we do 
not mean that they should wait until 
any such difficulty confronts them be- 
fore they act. Then, with the au- 
thority of the congregation behind it, 
the board can declare its intentions 
without any suspicion of discrimina- 
tion. Yet, having formulated a policy, 
it must not deviate from it or there 
will be real trouble. 


Now about the male problem. We 
can only generalize about this. Unfor- 
tunately, we find some men who wish 
to dominate the situation. Each case 
requires dealing with according to the 
personal factor. On broad lines, how- 
ever, it calls for both the pastor and 
the official board to reach a better un- 
derstanding with such a man. If the 
offender has one or two friends in the 
church who could speak frankly to him 
about his objectionable tactics, that 
might possibly have some effect—al- 
though we have grave doubts. The 
minister might talk privately to a few 
men whom he can trust to lend their 
influence and weight to counterbalance 
this domination. Certainly, he may ac- 
complish much by seeking to win the 
regard and support of the obstinate 
one. We are not, for a moment, think- 
ing of toadying to him, or by sycophan- 
cy or flattery trying to win his favor. 
A man of this type fattens on that 
kind of thing. But friendliness, going 
out of one’s way to render some service, 
and showing that one can appreciate 
his good qualities, may open the way 
to better relations or even for a dis- 
cussion of the facts of the case. 


Here, again, we feel that while the 
minister should do all in his power to 
improve the situation, it calls for of- 
ficial action by a group and not by 
him. We hesitate to go further, ham- 
pered as we are by lack of informa- 
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tion. But if the ministrations of the 
pulpit are being neutralized, if the 
work is suffering, if the peace of the 
church is being destroyed, if its wit- 
ness and influence are being nullified 
by internal dissension, due to one or 
two men, then more drastic measures 
may be required. It might be neces- 
sary to have the board, or a section of 
it, lay the matter before the man in 
plain terms. It might be better, for 
the sake of the work, to request him 
to go to some other church. That we 
cannot say. Local circumstances can 
alone determine such a course. That is 
where a longer ministerial experience 
would guide you. But this is evident. 
The minister cannot permit anyone, ex- 
cept his divine Master, to dictate what 
shall be his message, or how he shall 
present the truth. But, that phase of 
the question apart, he has a chance to 
show his own Christian spirit, tact, and 
diplomacy. He can combine firmness 
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Cardinal Gibbons wrote an article on 
“The Preacher and His Province.” He 
said: “I once listened to a clergyman 
condemning in vehement language low- 
necked dresses, where their use was ut- 
terly unknown. ... I heard of a young 
minister of the gospel who delivered a 
homily on the ravages of intemperance 
before an audience composed exclusive- 
ly of pious, unmarried ladies, who hard- 
ly knew the taste of wine.” 








and faith. He can see what grace can 
accomplish. But drive the man out, 
and that is one case where the pastor 
has failed. Yet to win the rebel to a 
better way, to master his stubbornness 
and divert it into the channels of devo- 
tion, to turn a foe into a friend and an 
antagonist into an ally—what a con- 
quest for Christ! And faith, prayer, 
and patience, sympathy and considera- 
tion, can work wonders with human 
nature, even at its worst. 
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of man’s making, because man has 
failed to bring into his life the true 
conception of God. “Righteousness and ‘ 
judgment are the foundation of his 
throne” and “it shall be our righteous- 
ness, if we observe to do all these com- - 
mandments before the Lord our God, 
as he hath commanded.” Mankind does é 
not want war because of the incon- . 
venience and suffering it brings, but Gi 
mankind has not yet learned that the 
price of peace is righteousness. The 
man who has faith in God knows this 


Happiness for the New Year 
bay: lh. Shigbense 


Mr. Ingham, for many years a reader of “Church Management,” 

ministers to a free church at Upperton, Eastbourne, England. 

From the shell-scarred land he writes a message of optimism for 
the new year. 


FEW days ago I met a man 

and wished for him a Happy 

Christmas. He looked at me in 
a queer way and said, “I don’t see how 
you can do that with all that is going 
on in the world, and I, for one, can- 
not be happy.” It made me wonder 
how prevalent this feeling was abroad 
during these days, but it was not long 
before I found out, for yet another 
man expressed himself in the same way 
before the day was over. It is no use 
shutting our eyes to the fact that we 
are facing difficult times and that the 
future is none too bright, but is our 
religion only for the bright days and 
not for the dark ones too? Jesus said, 
“I am come that ye might have life 
and have it more abundantly” and this 
was for the whole of life and I find 
nothing to assure me that there will 
not be trial and tribulation somewhere 
along the way. 

There have been “wars and rumors 
of wars” through the ages, but God’s 
people have had a secret which kept 
them calm and serene amidst it all, 


and that secret can be ours today. This 
does not mean that we should become 
indifferent to all that is going on in 
the world—God forbid!—but it does 
mean that we can, in the midst of it, 
be of such spirit, that whatever our 
lot and wherever we go, we can carry 
with us a demeanor which creates hap- 
piness and inspires confidence in those 
with whom we come in contact. The 
secret we shall find in the following: 
our Faith; our Fellowship and our Serv- 
ice. 

We believe in God, and if our con- 
ception of God is a true one, nothing 
can shake our faith. The God of the 
Christian, is a God of righteousness 
and love and these things are un- 
changing, they will remain true all 
through this war and continue through- 
out the ages to come. Our trouble 
seems to be that we expect this God 
to be other than he is. 

Someone says that he has lost his 
faith because God does not stop the 
war. Let me say it firmly, that God 
has nothing to do with the war. It is 


and it is his buttress against all the 
questions which are hurled against his 
faith. What is true of righteousness 
is also true of love. 

“God is love,” says the Apostle John; 
and again, whatever may happen this 
truth is unchanging. War is the anti- 
thesis of love, for where there is war 
love cannot find a place. It is in this 
conception of God that we find a basis 
for our happiness amidst the stress and 
strife of the times in which we live, 
and we hold fast to this faith, know- 
ing that when the world learns these 
great truths, it too shall find that they 
will bring what man of himself cannot 
bring. “I will hear what God the Lord 
will speak: for he will speak peace 
unto his people, AND TO HIS SAINTS: 
but let them turn not again to folly. 
Surely his salvation is nigh them that 





*The legitimate use of this table may prove to 
be the best urge for giving to your church during 
1942, We have reproduced it from the Presby- 
terian publication, “Everyone.” Reprints of the 
chart and the copy under it have been made. 
They are available at seventy-five cents per 100 
copies. You may wish to insert them in your 
every member canvass mail. 
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fear him; that glory may dwell in our 
land. Mercy and truth are met to- 
gether; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.” 

It has been said that the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity was invented to do 
away with the loneliness of God. Be 
that as it may, the suggestion is one 
that goes to the roots of our human 
nature. We yearn for fellowship, and 
the more so, as we come to the things 
of the spirit. An Englishman may not 
wear his heart on his sleeve, but he 
sings with full heart: 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts of Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 

This fellowship began when Jesus 
gathered together his first followers to 
tell them of his faith in his Father’s 
love and his own plans for the re- 
demption of mankind. Nor did it cease 
after he was no longer with them. 

The news of the resurrection was 
brought to a fellowship gathered to- 
gether, wondering what was to be their 
future and as the news of this great 
event was passed from one place to 
another they gathered together to en- 
courage one another in the faith. Paul 
urges this fellowship upon the churches 
which he founded “speaking one to 
another in psalms and hymns and spir- 
itual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” It was his fellow- 
ship which kept the followers of Jesus 
together through the times of persecu- 
tion and it is this same fellowship 
which today will give us strength to 
face whatever the future may hold in 
store. The man of faith looks forward 
to the “assembling of the saints” know- 
ing that here he finds that which the 
world cannot give, and in worship and 
the sacrament—Holy Communion—he 
knows there is a joy which can cause 
his face to shine in the darkest hours. 
This fellowship must be our testimony 
to the times in which we live, so that 
it may be said of us, as of those of old 
“they took knowledge of them that they 
had been with Jesus.” We do not need 
the stimulus of jazz to make us happy, 
ours is a deeper and more abiding 
reality; “truly our fellowship is with 
the father, and with his son Jesus 
Christ.” 


And our service: can this bring us 
joy? It can and it must; but it must 
be a service which offers more than 
what is usually meant when that term 
is used. One is thrilled today as we 
read of the various ways in which men 
and women are giving themselves in 
service to their fellows, and everybody 
with any human feelings will be doing 
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all they can to make others happy in 
this time of stress, and the Christian 
will not be one whit behind in all this; 
but there is a service which must be 
distinctive and go beyond anything 
meant in the ordinary use of the word. 
Our faith is represented by a cross 
and that cross means suffering, in 
order that God’s purpose might be ac- 
complished. It is only as we keep this 
always before us and bring it into our 
lives that we shall be able to rejoice 
in our faith. 

Much is happening in the world 
which makes our hearts bleed: who can 
read of Poland without a shudder; the 
horrors of the concentration camp; the 
persecution of Christian pastors and 
other atrocities? Our hearts go out to 
these sufferers and they find a place 
daily in our prayers both private and 
public. But what of those who make 
these things possible? Can I see in all 
this the meaning of the cross? It is 
there! and the righteous loving God 
suffers because of the wrong doers, just 
as he suffers with those who are 
wronged. On the cross Jesus prayed 
“Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do.” This must be our 
distinctive service for this age. We 
hate the wrong, but love the wrong 
doer, and we must not fail to give them 
also a place in our prayers. It is not 


the way of the world, but we are not 
of the world, in the realm of our faith, 
distinctive 

I cannot 


and it is here where our 

service must manifest itself. 
find true happiness if I have hate in 
my heart—there is something about it 
which sours one’s life—and my faith 
in a righteous loving God lifts me to 
a higher sphere where all bitterness is 
done away. 

To the man or nation that believes in 
God, there is never reason for discour- 
agement. God is sovereign, he reigns, 
and no matter what may be going on 
in the world, this fact will be a source 
of strength in every time of trial and 
difficulty. This has been proven again 
and again throughout history. One 
long ago found “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in time 
of trouble.” If we want that same 
strength, we can find it in the same 
source—God. The fact is, we are too 
prone to look to the world for our 
“help and strength” and when it fails 
we find ourselves helpless. True, the 
world will be much about us, and we 
shall have to deal with it throughout 
the coming year, but the secret for 
the man who believes in God is to be 
found in the experience of our master 
“Be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” 
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The Divine Judgment in World Chaos 


by Grancis M. Hall 


The most important concern of trustworthy ministers these 
eventful days should be to discern the divine meaning in the un- 
speakable horror that has broken upon the world. This has been 
called on high authority the greatest crisis that has confronted 
the race in thirty centuries! “We are living and acting at one of 
the epoch-making turning points of human history.” It is the 
primary duty of the pulpit to point out the religious lessons that 
should be learned, that the people might not be mislead. If this 
generation fails to learn these lessons it will miss its main 
responsibility. 


T should be remembered that in our 

day, as in olden times, the pro- 

phetic gift, the gift of discerning 
the divine purpose in the events of life, 
may be confined to only a few of the 
ministers, but even so, every true min- 
ister should be able to recognize the 
religious meaning when it is pointed 
out, and to distinguish the true from 
the false. Especially in a time like 
this, when so much of the world is 
convulsed in terrible slaughter, every- 
thing possible should be done to dis- 
cern the divine purpose in it all. It is 
the bounden duty of us ministers to 
seek all of the information available 
and to ponder over it until we have ex- 
tracted its spiritual essence. Indeed 
this is the main duty of everyone. Al- 
ready, it seems to me, two most impor- 
tant lessons are discernible, which must 
be learned faithfully, if we are to es- 
cape most serious consequences. The 
pulpit should keep them before all who 
come under its influence until their ur- 
gency is fully realized. One is that the 
religion of the present dey is not vigor- 
ous enough to meet the requirements of 
the times! Christians particularly should 
take this to heart since it is their mis- 
sion to keep society wholesome and 
from becoming corrupt and to furnish 
guidance for the nations. They are in- 
tended to be the “salt of the earth,” 
and “the light of the world.” If true 
progress is being made credit belongs 
to them, but if the responsibilities of 
the situation are not being met they 
must bear their full share of the blame. 
Humiliating as it is to be compelled to 
admit it, the latter is the case now! 
Canon Streeter discerned this before 
his untimely death, before the awful 
war broke upon the world, and sent out 
an alarm to his fellow Christians urg- 
ing them to join him in doing their 
utmost to rise to a higher plane of 
Christian living. He discerned clearly 


that the conditions of modern life de- 
mand a higher grade of Christianity 
than has prevailed hitherto. 

“If we are to survive at all,’”’ Canon 
Streeter declared, “we must be better 
than our fathers.” This was the rea- 
son, as he frankly confessed, why he 
joined the so-called Oxford Group 
movement as furnishing, so he thought, 
the greatest promise of any movement 
of the time of helping to rouse its ad- 
herents to a more aggressive Christian 
career. 

Granting all the credit that is due 
to the Christianity of our day—and it 
is much—still, we must confess with 
shame and confusion of face, it is far 
from what is demanded. It has indeed 
been characterized, and not without 
some justification, as “the religion of 
the grandfathers, of the fathers and of 
the sons; that of experience, that of 
tradition and that of indifference.” 
Moreover, the loss of the church’s in- 
fluence is mourned with three most 
important groups: with the women, 
with the cultured classes and with 
youth! The testing time that is upon 
us should make us realize that we are 
not measuring up to our responsibil- 
ities. The demand is for better Chris- 
tians even more than for increased 
numbers. New Christians need the 
help and inspiration of better exam- 
ples than they find! We have it on the 
highest authority that calamities are 
intended to lead us to change our ways 
decisively. With two such world-shak- 
ing wars coming upon us in a single 
generation we must do this or expect 
to be made to give place to those more 
worthy of the trust committed to them. 

In such a time true Christians can 
no more go along as usual than we can 
do “business as usual” in war time. 
We must search our souls and endeavor 
to correct all the evil we find there 
whilst striving to attain the possibil- 


ities that are glimpsed in our best mo- 
ments. We must earnestly seek to 
really know the unseen God and Father 
as he is, who means more to us than 
any one or anything else can. As Dean 
Sperry well says: “The questions of 
our age, as of any age, but much more 
of ours, can be decided rightly only 
when we have God in mind.” We must 
be able to understand that he is or- 
dering the affairs of life for our good, 
and that what takes place, even hor- 
rible wars, have this in view. We must 
realize that everyone who fails to see 
in this war a divine summons to re- 
pentance and to more positive Chris- 
tian living is neglecting his chief duty! 

Can we confidently expect that the 
church of our time will meet this test, 
that she will learn the specific lesson 
that is being impressed upon her? Such 
questions are commonly answered 
lightly with pious platitudes. But a 
calm sane view of the situation arouses 
serious forebodings! As clearly as the 
future can be visualized there seems to 
be hardly any better prospect of such 
a world as a revived church would pro- 
duce, following the war, than of one 
torn and rent by continual strife, with 
less and less regard for the church! 
The powers of evil are in control of so 
much of the world, and the war has 
revealed to them so much of their 
might that they may threaten the 
domination of the world far into the 
future! It seems providential that they 
are divided at the moment. This may 
have been necessary to frustrate their 
gaining the mastery in the present 
struggle. But this division can be re- 
paired by such characters over night so 
that the threat is still real. With so 
many weaknesses in the church which 
as yet show no sure signs of being 
overcome, and its being so clear that: 
“no new world order will be formed in- 
dependently of or will survive without 
the re-vitalization of religion” genuine 
Christians will realize the entreme 
gravity of the alternative that con- 
fronts them. It is nothing less than 
either rescue or disaster! 

The other important lesson to which 
attention is called may not be so readily 
discerned but it can be defined more 
definitely. It requires a diagnosis to 
determine its precise character before 
the right remedy can be applied, just 
as the physician must first make the 
correct diagnosis before the right rem- 
edy can be prescribed for his patient’s 
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ailment. If physical life and death 
so often depend upon this so may real 
progress in establishing the kingdom 
of God on earth depend upon discerning 
the precise interplay of human and 
divine forces in what takes place. This 
should always be done with the great- 
est care and with a keen realization of 
the issues involved. A good illustra- 
tion of it is furnished by Professor 
Gorkey’s_ discriminating declaration 
that: “The judgment of God in this 
war is directed primarily, not against 
low morals but against bad politics!” 
Pausing merely to observe that “bad 
politics” are “low morals” and very 
low indeed, as we must learn, our at- 
tention must not be diverted from the 
tragic fact that the ghastly war has 
been precipitated upon us because of 
mistaken national policies. This is the 
second lesson that must be learned. 


Ordinarily mistaken policies have not 
been looked upon as so extremely ser- 
ious. They are criticised and made the 
basis of attack in a political campaign 
without much regard for their char- 
acter. The habit of winking at un- 
scrupulous political practices and even 
of secretly commending the clever po- 
litical manipulator has become so com- 
mon and so seemingly successful that 
it is indulged in by otherwise reput- 
able men. Even one of the character 
of Stanley Baldwin has frankly con- 
fessed that if the British people had 
been told the real situation in Europe 
when he was Prime Minister in 1937 
his government would not have lasted 
a week! His purely political considera- 
tions had evidently smothered com- 
pletely his sense of duty in his position 
of trust. But the same guilt was 
shared by the governments of France 
and our own country. If the people 
had been faithfully made aware of 
their real danger and wise interna- 
tional policies had been employed, 
stripped entirely of “bad politics,” 
eminent authorities declare the ter- 
rible war could have been averted! 


The astounding extent of the conse- 
quences of this tragic failure is not 
alone the ghastly horror of modern war 
with its incalculable toll of human lives 
and the accumulated treasures of cen- 
turies of struggle, but even worse, it 
has put in jeopardy the end and pur- 
pose of human life on this planet—that 
of establishing the kingdom of God on 
earth, and actually threatening it with 
“irreparable setback!” The Academy 
of Political and Social Science has 
pointed out that: “The present Euro- 
pean war is not an economic, or a po- 
litical, or a social war; it is a religious 
war, a clash of ideals.” And an author- 
ity writing in The Journal of Religion 
adds: “It is difficult for a Christian 
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Program of Poetry and Music 


HE following program, used in the First Presbyterian Church, Elwood City, 
"[ inians is one with many possible developments. In a dimly lighted church 

the minister, Charles F. Fulcomer, read the verses while his accomplished 
organist, Charles Smith, played the organ selections. The combining of the two 
great arts of poetry and music and giving them the blessing of religion, in 
this way is most effective. 
Peete. TNE I aisha cn inept mre nacecncnbho en cecen neem nes Stultz 
Evening Hymn, “Day is Dying in the West”_--_------ (congregation standing) 
The Evening Prayer: 

Part, I—The Inspiration 


(words) (music) 
“Inspirations” “None But the Lonely Heart” 
(Dawson) (Tschaikowsky) 
“Poetry” (Ella Heath) (Tschaikowsky) 
“Sovereign Poets” (L. Mifflin) “Adagio from the Sextuor” 
“Milton’s Prayer for Patience” (Beethoven) 
(Elizabeth Howell) (Beethoven) 
“He Whom a Dream Hath Possessed” “Andante from Pianoforte, Op. 12” 
(S. O’Sheel) (F. Schubert) 
* * * * * * 
Part II—The Search After God 
“Vestigia” (Bliss Carman) “Autumn” 
“Mastery” (‘Sara Teasdale) (Cecile Chaminade) 
“The Seekers” (V. Starbuck) “Chanson Triste” 
“Gradatim” (Joseph Holland) (Tschaikowsky) 
* * * * k * 
The vocal solo: “The Lord is My Light” (Allesten)-_--_--- Miss Leanora Nelder 
* * * ~ * * 
Part I1I—The Search Completed 
“There Is No Unbelief” “Erotik” 
(Elizabeth Case) (Grieg) 
“In Memoriam” (Tennyson) “Prayer from Rienzi” 
“Faith” (Geo. Santayana) (Wagner) 
“Prayer of St. Francis Xavier” “Aria from Faust” 
(Alex. Pope) (Gounod) 
(Gounod ) 
« ik % * «x ok 


The Evening Offering: 





eran Treen 2: eos eee... . ee eee W. D. Armstrong 
eat Te eee. oS se oe ee eee (congregation standing) 
* “ * a * . 
Part IV—What of Tomorrow? 
“Seeds” (John Oxenham) “Andante” (Beethoven) 
“The Hills of Rest” (Albert Paine) “The Valley of Rest from ‘Song 
“At Last” (John G. Whittier) Without Words’ ” (Mendelssohn) 
“L’Angelus” (Gounod) 
* ok ok + * * 
Part V—The Benediction 
“The Cherubic Pilgrim” “Benediction” 
(Johannes Scheffler) (Lefe’bure We’ly) 
The Pastoral Benediction 
Silence Meditation —— Organ Postlude 








mind to conceive of any other alter- monstrous evil and do our best to ex- 
native between the military defeat of tirpate it root and branch. France and 
Hitler . . . or the cause of Christian Great Britain have removed the respon- 
civilization (and therewith that of sible government authorities, but the 
Christianity itself) will suffer irre- majority of the electorate in our coun- 
parable setback!” And the primary’ try have apparently condoned the of- 
cause of all thi is traced to “bad fense, which in time will surely be 
politics!” No wonder the time has’ shown to have been a most serious neg- 
come for its hideous character to be _ lect of duty! If we are not to miss one 
laid bare by divine judgment being of the chief lessons of this terrible war 
visited upon it! We must learn that we must henceforth regard persons 
henceforth this must be regarded as a who resort to questionable political 
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practices in seeking positions of trust 
as unfit for the position, whatever oth- 
er qualifications they may have. And 
officials must be made to understand 
that they are responsible for the cor- 
porate interests of the people they rep- 
resent, that they must protect these in- 
terests at whatever cost, even at the 
cost of surrendering their positions if 
they would prove unequal to the task, 
or if the misguided whim of the people 
demanded it. Professor Gorkey is right, 
absolutely, in warning that this sin has 
grown to such proportions as to call 
down the most terrible judgment of 
God upon it! If our future safety and 
progress are to be secured this par- 
ticular sin must be stamped out. It is 
overwhelming to think of the terrible 
price that must be paid for the care- 
less neglect of this so long! But it is 
not at all certain that even this in- 
calculable sacrifice will rouse our gen- 
eration to destroy the giant evil. Our 
own country has been afflicted with it 
to an alarming extent in recent years 
with almost no prospect of throwing it 
off! God grant that Professor Gor- 
key’s warning may sink deep into all 
of our hearts: “The judgment of God 
in this war is directed primarily ... 


9 


against bad politics! 

Of course there are political prac- 
tices that are entirely justifiable. The 
administration of the affairs of gov- 
ernment, both in its domestic and in its 
international relations, requires polit- 


ical knowlege. But this has been pros- | 


tituted to corrupt and selfish purposes 
that have brought down divine judg- 
ment upon them. This must arouse 
Christians to be more faithful to their 
public duties. The alarm John Rus- 
kin sounded years ago must no longer 
go unheeded. “The most curious phe- 
nomenon of all history,” he declares in 
his Stones of Venice, “is the vitality 
of religion in private life and its dead- 
ness in public life.” Our Christianity 
must no longer be allowed to be dead, 
or even but feebly alive, to public duty. 
We must see to it that those entrusted 
with public responsibility, in high sta- 


tions or in low, do their full duty. Here | 


is a clear summons to the pulpit to put 
the people on guard against a danger 


such as Isaiah was commissioned to | 


warn the people of his day against 
when he declared: “Your leaders are 
misleading you . .. they are effacing 
the true path for you!” (Moffatt). 
These two most important lessons 
are being impressed upon us with the 
greatest possible emphasis as the hor- 
rible war proceeds. Of course there 


are others but unless these two are | 
learned “the wave of the future,” in- 
stead of carrying us forward, will re- 
cede disastrously! 


| Comparable with nationally ad- 
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G ignores him who dwells init 
This is theouse of God and FE is here 
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nearer t one another in perfect brotherhoot. 
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This greeting, appropriate for the porch or entrance to a 
church, is printed in red and black. The original appears 
in Canterbury Cathedral, England. It has been made 
available in the United States; size 9% by 15% inches. 
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Candle Lighting Installation Service for 
the Women’s Society 


HIS installation service was built 

around an altar (or table) arranged 

at the front of the church vestry. 
Above the altar against red velour cur- 
tains hung a lighted cross—under this, 
on the altar, in a low candleholder was 
a fifteen-inch pure white candle repre- 
senting Christ, the light of the world. 
On either side and toward the front 
were candlesticks of various heights— 
fourteen in number. At the very front 
of the altar arranged in a semi-circle 
were eight low candlesticks of the same 
size. 

The pastor of the church opened the 
service with a brief talk from the text, 
“I am the light of the world—he that 
followeth me will have the light of 
life.” He stressed that all were called 
to service and some to leadership, both 
being necessary in the spreading of the 
light of the gospel. This made an im- 
pressive beginning, though the service 
is complete without the aid of the pas- 
tor. The candle is lighted by a young 
woman who recites Grace Noll Crowell’s 
poem, “A Candle,” as a prologue, fol- 
lowed by the singing of the hymn, “The 
Light of the World Is Jesus.” 

The president of the women’s or- 
ganization then steps forward holding 
an unlighted five-inch candle in her 
hand. After her words of consecration 
she lights her candle from the one 
representing Christ and places it in the 
candleholder at the right of the tall 
candle. This method is followed by the 
other five officers, alternating the plac- 
ing of their candles, first on the right 
and then on the left, and taking their 
places on either side of the altar, so 
when they have finished there are three 
standing on each side of the altar. 
Standing thus they sing one verse of 
the hymn, “A Charge to Keep I Have,” 
and then take their seats. 

Next the committee chairmen come 
to the front one at a time and say their 
words of installation, holding their 
candles, unlighted, until all have fin- 
ished. “Follow the Gleam” is sung as 
a solo as they light and place the can- 
dles which have been lighted from the 
central candle in the eight candleholders 
on either side (fourteen are now light- 


*Mrs. John Henry Sargent, St. Johnsbury, Ver- 
mont. 


by Violet Sargeni* 


ed). 

The group leaders are the last to 
come forward. This they do together, 
one woman being the spokesman. When 
she has finished the dedicatory lines 
she places her candle in the center can- 
dleholder of those in the semi-circle, 
while “The Light of the World” is be- 
ing played very softly. The others fol- 
low and then withdraw to their seats. 


In closing the young woman who gave 
the prologue or another person gives a 
part of the anonymous poem, “Hold 
High the Torch,” and a prayer by the 
pastor may be given if so desired. 

It is perhaps needless to say that 
parts of the service may be omitted 
in organizations where there are fewer 
officers. 

Prologue 
A Candle is a lovely thing 

To light for Him tonight; 

A slim, white candle, straight and tall, 

To make the darkness bright. 


So white He was, so tall and straight, 
That all the dark was lit; 

A pathway widening on ahead 
When He walked into it. 


A Candle burning in the night, 

A symbol of the One 
Who shed a glow of circling light 

Until His work was done. 

The flickering out upon a cross, 

Upon a darkened hill, 

It lit again the Light of Earth, 

And it is burning still. 

Grace Noll Crowell. 

The president: It is with a feeling 
of humbleness that I accept the presi- 
dency of our women’s organization. It 
is so worth while, strengthening the 
life of our church and endeavoring to 
deepen the spiritual life of each mem- 
ber while providing friendly contacts— 
supporting our pastor in his efforts to 
bring the kingdom of God upon earth. 
I trust I may not fail to keep its stand- 
ards high. 

Jesus gave this promise to his fol- 
lowers—“My grace is sufficient within 
thee,” and also, “I am the light of the 
world—he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” Soin his name I light my 
candle as a symbol that I take my light 
from him and that in all my duties as 
president I shall endeavor to keep that 
light shining for him. 

Vice president: As vice president I 


would stand by our president in all her 
efforts, always ready to be of assistance 
when needed, encouraging her by my 
deeds as well as my words. The Bible 
says: “Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain who build it.” I also 
would receive light from him, lighting 
my candle to show that he is the great 
builder and guide in whom I trust. 


Secretary: I accept this privilege of 
serving as secretary with the desire 
that God will help me to write not only 
with a pen of steel or gold, but that I 
shall write records of truth, interest 
and helpful inspiration. As “Christ 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel” so may I keep 
Christ ever before those whom I serve. 

Treasurer: In the treasurer’s book 
is a row of figures, an account of gifts 
presented to the Lord this past year. 
Many of these are tithes brought faith- 
fully into the treasury. Some like 
Mary’s alabaster box were prompted 
by great love for Jesus. Some were 
costly because of the sacrifices that 
made them possible. However could 
we see them today, we might liken them 
to the lad’s “five barley loaves and two 
small fishes,” gifts which in the hands 
of Christ gave to the multitude abun- 
dant life. 


As I take up the task of becoming 
your treasurer may it mean to me not 
the mere counting and keeping of dimes 
and dollars, or the sending of checks 
or money orders to our mission boards 
and welfare agencies, but the handling 
of money by which lives are trans- 
formed—souls saved. “Light shall shin 
out of darkness—to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.’ 

Pianist: In the great sermon on the 
mount Jesus uses the word “blessed” 
many times. To be blessed is to be 
happy. It is easy to be misled about 
happiness—the happy person is the on¢ 
“wise unto salvation.” As pianist my 
task is in some measure to add to this 
happiness, by leading in songs of prais¢ 
and fellowship. 

With the lighting of my candle I re- 
dedicate my talent to him who said, 
“Thy God shall be to thee an everlasting 
light.” 


Auditor: I would not minimize my 
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task but would be of real help when | 
called upon. “In all thy ways acknowl- | 
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” | 
As I fulfill my duty as auditor may 
these words be ever before me. 

(All sing “A Charge to Keep I 
Have.’’) 

Church work committee chairman: 
Some of us have been chosen by you | 
to serve as chairmen of the various 
committees for the year. May we work 
in unison with each other and with you 
and not let our personal desires and 
ambitions stand in the way of har- 
monious effort for our women’s organ- 
ization and our church. 

As chairman of the church work com- 
mittee, may I in humbleness, and with 
an unselfish spirit carry out the ideals 
for which Christ’s church stands. 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God.” 

Missionary committee chairman: 
Christ’s gospel was one of sharing. 
May we on the missionary committee 
not feel our duty done when the study 
books have been reviewed and a mis- 
sionary play given, but may we be ever 
mindful that Christ went about doing 
good both to Jew and to Gentile. So 
our light, though small, when coupled 
with the love of Christ and a desire to 
help, may become a great and shining 
lamp pointing the way to him. “Do | 
lead a life that is worthy of the gospel 
of Christ.” 

Handwork committee chairman: Our 
task is to carry the light into places 
where the light has grown dim, 
through the handwork that we all have 
an opportunity to share in. We would 
make the golden rule a living thing, 
doing unto others as we would they 
would do unto us. Grace Noll Crowell 
in one of her poems sets forth an ideal 
to follow: 

“I pray each morning that I be not 
blind 

To the Christ who moves that day 
among my kind. 

I dare not turn a hungry man away 

Lest I be leaving him unfed today. 

I dare not slight some tattered, un- 
clothed one 


Lest I shall fail to warm and clothe 
God’s son. 


Program committee chairman: In 
our program building should be the aim 
to minister to the needs of the spiritual 
as well as the social side of life. There 
are so many issues at stake today. 
Often they begin with the local church 
but reach around the world. We must 
keep ever before us that we are search- 
ing for light, light as shed abroad and 
at home through the work of our mis- 
sionaries, through devotional periods of 
inspiration and nearness to him, and 
through our good times together, that 
we may find help to live without petti- 








Remember the days w 


en threading a needle was one of your serious 


problems? Almost all of us do and now look at us—with homes to 
manage, children to educate, adult classes to inspire and keep inter- 
ested. But help for almost all these problems is provided in a set 
of six books so full of valuable information and guidance that we 
call them the HANDYBOOKS. Edited by Lewis Sherrill, they are 


75 cents each copy. 
TOWARD UNDERSTANDING 


ADULTS 


By Earl F. Zeigler 


THE CHURCH AS TEACHER 
By John Murdoch MacInnis 


HOW TO TEACH IN THE 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


By Paul H. Vieth 
IMPROVING YOUR SUNDAY 


SCHOOL 


By Paul H. Vieth 


THE HOME AND CHRISTIAN LIVING 
By Percy R. and Myrtle Hayward 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE 
SMALL CHURCH 


By Lewis J. Sherrill 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
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Altar Flower Calendars . . . 


Price, 50 cents each 


A beautiful calendar, to be posted in the vestibule of the church, 
serving as a constant invitation to the people to help in their wor- 
ship of God by volunteering, on definite dates, to provide flowers 
for the altar. 
No. |\—ALTAR FLOWERS 


Altar Flower Folder .. . 


Price, 5 cents each; 50 cents per dozen; $2.00 per 50 
This new French-fold Folder, printed in a very soft shade of green, 
will become a permanent remembrance of the recipient that flowers 
were sent to him or her from the Church’s Altar. Envelopes are 
included. 


No. 2—FLOWERS FOR THE CHURCH No. 10—IN MEMORIAM 


Postage Additional on Items Listed Above 


Church and Altar Appointments . . . 


Are you contemplating the purchase of any brass appointments for 
your Church and Altar? Our sixteen-page Ecclesiastical Appoint- 
ments Catalog, with cover in gold, white and black, size 81x11 
inches, showing the pieces in picture with sizes and prices, will be 
sent absolutely free upon request. 


MorREHOUSE-GORHAM CO., 14 E. 41st St., New York City 
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ness, but in largeness of thought in 
word and deed. May we truly say, 
“The Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion; whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?” 

Membership committee chairman: To 
bind together in Christian fellowship, 
there must be a unitedness of purpose; 
as we of the membership committee 
strive to bring others into our organ- 
ization, we renew our belief in its wor- 
thiness and may each of us continue 
to make it an organization of which 
we may be proud. “Lord, lift up the 
light of thy countenance upon us.” 

Hospital committee chairman: There 
is much suffering in the world today. 
We on the hospital committee can 
brighten at least that small corner al- 
lotted to us. Jesus said, “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven.” 

Church decorating committee chair- 
man: If a person will live most abun- 
dantly he will rely on inspiration. In- 
spiration at its best comes from wor- 
ship in the house of God. Beautifying 
that house from Sunday to Sunday is a 
task worthy of our best efforts. We 
consecrate ourselves anew to this serv- 
ice. “In thy light shall we see light.” 

Social committee chairman: In our 
social activities there is an opportunity 
for the light of Christ to shine bril- 
liantly. So often it is the little things 
that create differences—may we put 
into our actions this coming year our 
better impulses, growing to know each 
other better as we work together ar- 
ranging suppers and the various other 
tasks that call for individual as well as 
united efforts. It has been said, “Our 
opportunity to be religious is found, 
not apart from, but in the midst of, our 
daily affairs.” As we light our candle 
of service we would remember Jesus’ 
words, “My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work.” 

(“Follow the Gleam” is sung as can- 
dles are lighted and chairmen take 
their seats.) 

One speaks: We who have accepted 
the responsibility of being group lead- 
ers would seek light from Christ. Our 
object is primarily to raise money that 
the work of spreading Christ’s kingdom 
may go on. May we combine this with 
friendliness and a spirit of helpfulness 
to those in our groups. We pledge al- 
legiance to him whom we serve and by 
our prayers as well as our gifts and 
our actions do promise to let our light 
so shine before men, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess him, Christ the 
Lord. 

(All light candles and place in a 
semicircle at the front of the altar 
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Ministering to the Deaf 
by Alfred L. Creager 


There are suggestions here which will be helpful to all pastors. 
In addition we might suggest that some ministers carry with 
them portable amplifiers, with ear phones, to make conversation 
with the deaf more convenient. The author of this article is the 
minister of St. Mark’s Reformed Church, Cumberland, Maryland. 


VERY parish has within its mem- 
E bership some people whose sense 

of hearing is impaired. I have 
found that these individuals present 
certain unique problems for the pastor 
to face that are not easily handled. So 
far as I know there is practically no 
material written giving advice or shar- 
ing experience with regard to minister- 
ing to the deaf and hard of hearing. 

For one thing, deaf and partially 
deaf people are very often quite sen- 
sitive about their handicap. Whereas 
they may not hesitate wearing spec- 
tacles to remedy impaired eyesight, 
many will refuse to be fitted with one 
of the various devices that may aid 
their hearing. They will sit quietly 
with a group of people, not hearing 
much of the conversation, and perhaps 
imagine that it is about them. When 
spoken to they will often nod as though 
they understand even though most of 
what was said missed them. Rather 
than say they cannot hear very well, 
they pretend they can hear or with- 
Graw from the society of strangers as 
much as possible. 

It is the privilege and duty of the 
minister when conversing with a group 
or family where a hard-of-hearing per- 
son is present to occasionally sum- 
marize what has been said in a loud 
voice directly to the individual, to ask 
his opinion, and to remind others that 
they might speak more clearly for the 
benefit of the one who may not other- 
wise be included in the fellowship. The 
more opportunity the hard-of-hearing 
person has to hear and join in the 





while “The Light of the World” is be- 
ing played softly. Take seats.) 
Epilogue 

Let us then— 


“Hold high the torch, 

We did not light its glow; 

’Twas given us by unseen hands, you 
know. 

I think it started down its pathway 
bright 

The day the Maker said, ‘Let there be 
Light.’ 

And he once said, who hung on Cal- 
vary’s tree, 

‘Ye are the Light of the World, go 
shine for Me’.” 


conversation the less apt he will be 
to withdraw from society and coddle a 
feeling of inferiority. So long as such 
persons know that at least one will give 
them attention and speak so they can 
hear, they will be more eager to at- 
tend functions in the church and bene- 
fit by them. To encourage a few un- 
derstanding persons to strike up casual 
conversation with the deaf on such oc- 
casions is the essence of kind consid- 
eration. 

Pastoral visitation with the sick and 
shut-in who may be hard of hearing 
presents a difficult problem for many 
ministers. It is desirable to read 
Scripture and offer prayer, and yet to 
shout devotions seems altogether out 
of place. But if they go unheard, much 
of the value is lost. Speaking with a 
fellow-minister about this I learned of 
a helpful strategy in such cases. By 
sitting near to the individual and trac- 
ing the lines with the finger as one 
reads, the deaf can follow what is be- 
ing said and prayed without the nec- 
essity of breaking the mood of wor- 
ship with shouting. The private ad- 
ministration of holy communion can 
very effectively be given in this man- 
ner. 


Some years ago I visited a deaf per- 
son who never came to church because 
of her handicap. As our friendship 
grew I suggested that I could leave my 
written sermon with her each week to 
read. This formed a happy solution to 
an otherwise insoluble problem, and in 
course of time she came to church for 
worship and read the sermon at home 
during the week. 


Where deaf persons are home alone 
during the day it is sometimes difficult 
to make them hear the door bell, and 
many times I have left a place without 
getting in. The simple expedient of 
dropping a card the day before, stating 
what time you will arrive can solve the 
problem. In another instance I was 
told that the door is always open, and 
that I should walk right in. The dan- 
ger here, I discovered, lies in the per- 
son being suddenly frightened to turn 
and see a stranger standing there. One 
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time on entering this house I saw the | 
member in her kitchen. In order not | 
to frighten her I dropped my hat on a 
chair where she would see it and then 
went into the living room. In a few | 
minutes she saw the hat, came in to 
investigate and was not startled to find 
me there. | 

Once confidence and _ understanding 
has been built up between the pastor 
and his people who are deaf or hard of 
hearing it is not necessary to fill every 
moment with laborious conversation. 
This is especially true if the person in- 
volved is aged or sick. If they desire 
to talk let it be on their side for the 
most part. And the fact that you are 
with them for a little while, perhaps 
sitting quietly beside them or even 
reading something which you may then 
hand to them, has the effect of giving | 
them help and satisfaction or compan- 
icnship which they so deeply appreci- | 
ate. 


To minister to the deaf and hard of | 
bearing sometimes requires the utmost | 
tact and thoughtfulness on the part of 
the pastor. 
gence this important work can be ac- 
complished with gratifying results. Be- 
cause of the nature 
personality can easily be warped by 
complete or partial deafness. A little 
time, patience, imagination, and a 
great deal of friendliness; these make 


ministering to such members of one’s | 


church a fruitful work. 





In a German village there lived a 
parson and a clerk who often quar- 
relled about trivial matters relating to 
church affairs. The parson wished to 
introduce something new in the order 
of service, but the clerk objected on 
the ground that it had never been so. 
On a Sunday morning the parson chose 
as his text, “And unto him that smiteth 
thee on the one cheek offer also the 
other.” After the service the clerk 
said, “Let us see if you can practice 
as well as preach.” He then gave the 
parson a sharp blow on the right cheek. 
The parson offered him the left cheek, 
upon which the clerk promptly admin- 


istered a heavier blow than before. | 
“Now,” said the parson, “there is an- | 


other text which runs thus, ‘For with 
the same measure ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again.’ And, 
suiting the action to the words, he gave 
the clerk such a sound thrashing as he 
had never before received in his life. 
The squire of the parish, desiring to 
know what was going on, sent his foot- 
man to inquire. On his return he said, 


“QO, sir, it is only the parson and the | 


clerk expounding scripture to one an- 
other.” 











Yet with patience and dili- | 


of the affliction | 








A PERFECT PROGRAM FOR LENT 





EA MAXWELL ANDERSON’S 
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As directed by ELMER RICE at the 
National Theatre—N.Y.C. 


123 West 57th Street 
Tel.: Circle 6-1300 


JOURNEY" JERUSALEM 


AN INSPIRING AND HIGHLY DRAMATIC STORY 
OF THE YOUNG JESUS 


An exact reproduction of the New York stage 
play with the original cast. 16mm sound-on-film. 


Ideal Fund-Raising Medium Moderate Price Schedule 


Endorsed by High Church Dig- 
nitaries of All Protestant 
Denominations 


“. . . @ remarkable film ... has 
been shown by a number of our par- 
ishes and is already scheduled for 
other showings during Lent . P 
heartily recommended.” — Program of 
the Church, Diocese of New York. 


“ag? . dignified and deeply-moving 
.. . beautiful and worshipful.’’—River- 
side Guild, Riverside Church, N. Y. C. 


. excellent . . . best religious 
picture that I have seen.’’ — Evelyn 
Tyndall, Greater N.Y. Federation of 
Churches. 


‘. . . beautifully played, the picture 
is an inspiring religious drama.’”’— 
International Journal of Religious Edu- 
cation. 


Film's running time; 90 minutes. . 
RCA recording 


——— 


THEATRE-on-FILM INC. 949 


Dept. M 
New York, N. Y. 
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| Size 
| 25/6x3 
| s 

| inches 


125 
Nickels 


Lenten Offering Box. 


the Lenten Season. 





THIRD AND REILY STREETS 





home before the beginning of Lent (February 18, 1942), 
put the box on the table at each meal during Lent and place an offering | 
in the box as a part of the table devotions. 


A space is provided for the marking of an (X) for each meal during 


The boxes should be returned to the church on Easter Sunday. 
be agreeably surprised at the results 


| SEND 6c FOR A SAMPLE BOX 
Price: 50c Per Dozen; $1.95 Per Fifty; $3.75 Per Hundred. All Postpaid 


THE EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
HARRISBURG, PA. 


Beauti- 
fully 





Five 


Are You Interested in Increasing Your Easter Offering 
from 50 to 100%? 


Other churches have realized these increases by the use of this Daily 
The most effective method is to put the box in the 
and have the family 


You'll 








Daily Lenten Offering Box No. 7 
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WHAT A WEBSTER-RAULAND 
SOUND SYSTEM 
MEANS TO YOUR CHURCH 


Happy is the minister whose church is 
equipped with a WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound 
System. For here is the dignified way to ex- 
press the spirit of your church for all to hear. 
And when all can hear, the invitation of your 
church to worship, is powerfully enhanced. 
You will find WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound Sys- 
tems low in cost, easily adaptable for con- 
cealed installation, simple to operate, de- 
pendable. They are the choice of churches of 
every size, everywhere. 


\ A WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound System puts on 

] € end to voice-strain, puts an end to ear-strain, 

Bi Because your voice is reinforced, you can speak 

‘ +} in natural tones ond your congregation will 
m hear you clearly throughout the church. 


let the full natural beauty of WEBSTER- 
RAULAND amplified chime and organ music 
trom your church tower issue your friendly 
invitation to worship. Let your church impress 
your community with its rich, spiritual expression. 


| A WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound System has pro- 

. Sy , \€ vision for the attachment of hearing-aids for 
S the hard-of-hearing members of your con- 
Na gregction so that all may enjoy full participa- 


tion in the church service. 


ZERO HUM LEVEL ond what it means to your church—you 
simply don't want any electrical disturbance or annoying 
hum when the omplifier is operating. You do want absolute 
quiet except for the sound of voice or music being amplified. 
Only Webster-Ravland Master Amplifiers give you this result. 


There is a WEBSTER-RAULAND System 
for your church © Write for details 





WEBSTER-RAULAND 


4245 N. Knox Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. Dept. 8J 


Please send me full details cbout Webster -Ravland 
Church Sound Systems 


Nome 
Church 


City — 


WEBSTER-CHICAGO 
SOUND DIVISION 


WEBSTER-RAULAND 








4YP4US N K NOx Ave 
Chicago, lll 
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Tolerance Toward the Sects 
by Norman J. Thomas 


There is common sense displayed here. For many ministers the 

presence of the evangelistic sects is a constant irritant. Mr. 

Thomas, minister of the United Church of Canada, Kirikill, 
Ontario, suggests methods to handle the situation. 


E had a problem in our district. 
Numerous little sects were 
springing up, and the ministers 
of the various denominations were puz- 
zled as to what their attitude should be. 
Several of the churches were losing 


| members, and there seemed no possible 
| way to stop the drift. 


Should the 
churches concerned cooperate with such 
groups, ignore them, or denounce them? 
It was a serious problem and an honest 
effort was made to approach it in a 
Christian way. Criticism of the 
churches by some of these groups made 
the problem even more acute. 


Because so many denominations are 
concerned about this matter we should 
recognize in the beginning that the real 
church is the larger community of be- 
lievers who recognize Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour. Further, that the 
different visible organizations with dif- 
ferent names are several expressions 
of Christianity with certain differences 
of belief, but with certain principles 
which they hold in common. These or- 
ganizations have a fairly well devel- 
oped theology, numbers, and, in most 
cases, an impressive history. 

We are further faced with a ques- 
tion. Which of the so-called Protes- 
tant denominations, if any, did not be- 
And further, which of 
them was not criticized or even con- 
demned in the beginning? You see, we 
are now in a better position to be sym- 
pathetic to those who seem to differ 
from us, and with us, so radically. 

Why not consider first of all, toler- 
ance. Christianity in nearly all ages 
has been faced with intolerance, and is 
being faced with it in some countries 
today. Even Gamaliel suggested in 
the days of Paul that intolerance might 
be a mistake. For, if these things be 
of God, nothing they could do would 
hinder the work. And if not, then the 
work would fail of itself. Let us be- 
ware then, lest we be labelled as “per- 
secutors.” Or, when in doubt concern- 
ing these sects at least don the mantle 
of toleration. I have seen some of 
them make Christians of people whom 
the church could not reach. 


Why not consider the advisability of 
putting a more definite and positive 


note into our preaching? These sects 
usually have a positive or certain mes- 
sage. We may not agree with it, but 
it is there. They are definite, and to- 
day many people are willing to follow 
that which says definitely “what” or 
“whither.” We need not adopt their 
message, but we can learn a lot from 
their method. Our preaching and 
teaching must be definite and ring with 
conviction. Failing this, we shall con- 
tinue to be ineffective, or comparably 
so. 

Let us not start haggling over 
“dogma” now. That is a much abused 
word. But we all have convictions, 
something we believe without question. 
Let us measure these convictions by the 
teaching and spirit of the Master, and 
then preach them. Let us leave our 
question marks back in the study and 
stop making the pulpit our laboratory. 
Let us believe that the church we serve 
can be revived and that the world can 
be evangelized. This may not stop the 
drift from your church, but it will help. 

It would also do some of us good t 
restudy the story of the conversation 
between Nicodemus and Jesus. A new 
birth would make a lot of difference. 
Please don’t question the possibility of 
this new birth. Nicodemus did that. 
“How can these things be?” Perhaps 
we have been “Masters in Israel” with- 
cut being participants in the gospel of 
experience. For after all we eithe: 
are or are not born again.’ 

Let us give the Holy Spirit a chance. 
What? You never heard that there was 
a Holy Spirit? But you know what | 
mean. Giving him a chance, there will 
be definiteness of conviction and it wil! 
sound in our message. Then we will 
not have to debate our attitude to the 
sects. We will know what to do in the 
particular situation in which we find 
ourselves. 

But suppose they still drift from 
you! Then this story is worth hear- 
ing. <A certain old-established church 
in a certain place in Scotland, after a 
forty-year tenure of office of an older 
minister, called to the vacancy a young 
man. The people had been steeped in 
an older theology and in time they be- 
gan to murmur against the newer in- 
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Romanesque and Gothic Blend 


In Wilshire Methodist Church 
by Ralph Steady 


TANDING on high ground at the 

junction of two grand boulevards, 

strikingly visible from every di- 
rection, thousands of visitors to Los 
Angeles have paused to admire the 
towering campanile and _ impressive 
sanctuary of Wilshire Methodist Church 
seen in picture on our cover. Then in- 
trigued by the way its Italian Gothic 
architecture seems to harmonize with 
the Southern California surroundings, 
they are often lured to explore the 
further features of this temple of God. 


Through the three welcoming doors 
in a facade patterned after an Italian 
church, one finds a spacious nave af- 
fording seating for 1,400 worshippers. 
In keeping with recent developments, 
the worshipful chancel is restored. Eyes 
travel forward resting on sacred sym- 
bols against the reredos rather than 
upon the preacher and the choir. Two 
stone pulpits stand at either side. Over 
the massive altar is the ascension win- 
dow and opposite on the street wall is 
a rare rose window with tracery bars 
in wheel pattern. 

Among the windows there is one to 
St. Francis, another to the pastor of 
the Pilgrim Fathers, another to Juni- 
pero Serra, Apostle to California. 

Old world cloistered ambulatories 
flank the nave. Through arches and 
gates of wrought iron visitors pass into 
a quiet chapel reserved for more pri- 





terpretations, the zeal and fire of the 
young minister. One day a friend ap- 
proached him as he sat on the manse 
steps while three of his parishioners 
were walking away. Looking up at the 
friend, he waved toward the retreating 
people and said, “Three more certifi- 
cates gone.” A pause, then, words to 
this effect, “But those whom I shall 
have, the Lord will give me.” Ten 
years later his church was one of the 
strongest and most influential in the 
country. 


A Christian attitude involves that. 
Regardless of the attitude of others let 
us be sure that our confidence, trust, 
and conviction are well placed. Then, 
perhaps many in the sects will enjoy 
with us and we with them, fellowship 
in the larger community, which is the 
real church. And if we should not 
achieve this larger fellowship, then, 
“Those whom we shall have, the Lord 
will give us.” 


vate sacraments and 


ceremonies. | 


Around the marriage altar angels are | 


painted in medieval style since “all 
good marriages are made in heaven.” 


Here many youths, far from home, have | 


knelt to plight their troth. 


Just outside the chapel in an open | 


| 
| 
| 


space is a touch of nature in the form | 


of a garden of flowers, shrubs and 
trees. 

Wilshire Church is the first known 
example in America of a church of this 
magnitude and class being cast in sheer 
concrete. When it was completed the 
Southern California chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects con- 
ferred an award and certificate of ex- 
ceptional merit upon its designers. 

Attractive as is this house of wor- 


ship, it is little wonder that it has | 


| 





been twice in the news recently, once | 


as the scene of the marriage of Deanna 
Durbin, and again as part of the setting 
in the dramatization of Hartzell 
Spence’s popular story of his Methodist 
preacher father. In the current Warner 
Brothers photoplay, One Foot in Heav- 
en, Frederic March and Martha Scott, 
playing the parts of the Rev. and Mrs. 
William Spence, are seen approaching 
this church. They look at it with hun- 
gry approval and enter. Having been 
serving a church that is an architec- 
tural monstrosity all their sensibilities 
and tastes respond to the beauties of 
this sanctuary and they are jubilant 
in the knowledge that it has been of- 
fered them. But kneeling beside its 
stone pulpit, William Spence decides 
that his call is to go back and lead his 
congregation to build its own worthy 
sanctuary. He will not accept the work 


of another, when there is a creative | 


task that is clearly his. 

The pastor of Wilshire Methodist 
Church is Dr. Willsie Martin, with 
whom is associated Dr. Lee D. Rustin. 
The church serves a membership of 
nearly 2,000 and a church school of 
about 900. 








Two Subscriptions to 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


One for your files; one 
to be passed around where 


it will do the most good. 
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WHAT MODERNFOLD 
DOORS CAN MEAN 


TO YOUR CHURCH 





ECORATIVE utility plus! 
That’s what Modernfold brings 

to its users. There’s no more swing 
area with this accordion-type door. 
Room Division is easily, attractive- 
ly and economically accomplished. 
Sunday school rooms, church dining 
rooms, pastors’ studies, auditor- 


iums, in all parts of the church— 
Modernfold is giving useful, trou- 
ble-free service. 








a Nal 
VARIETY OF FABRICS and COLORS 
And Modernfold is in tune with 


church atmosphere, too. It provides 
quiet, dignified beauty that wor- 
shipers appreciate. There’s a great 
number of fabrics and colors, mak- 
ing it possible to match any general 
color scheme. Velour and leather- 
ette are popular choices in fabrics. 
The precision-built metal frame as- 
sures easy, trouble-free operation. 
Send today for all the facts—they 
will show you how to provide new 
beauty and utility for your church. 


NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS 


1608 | Street 
NEW CASTLE, INDIANA 
424 Madison Avenue 
NEW YORK CITY 
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Men of the Open Road 


These all died in the faith ... hav- 
ing witnessed that they were pilgrims 
and strangers on the earth.—Hebrews 
11:13. 

E are reminded about death con- 

tinually. During this week our 

neighborhood has listened to the 
staccato roar of a caterpillar tractor, a 
monster of incredible power, at work 
demolishing part of a lovely woods. A 
man would climb a tree, attach a cable 
well towards its top, and then the trac- 
tor would pull with short, vicious tugs. 
The tree would resist valiantly, flinging 
its head against the sky, like a creature 
fighting for life. But the machine never 
wearied in attack, and the end was al- 
ways the same. The tree would make 
its last gallant backward sweep and 
on the next pull come crashing to the 
earth, defiant to the finish, Then men 
with flashing axes would do their work 
and finally, stripped of all its beauty 
and dignity, the tractor would butt 
and yank it away. So, all week, death 
has been coming to great oaks, trees 
which have been living in strength and 
splendor for a 100 years and more. 

Overhead the sun is shining. It is 
alive with almost unimaginable ener- 
gies, radiating, it is estimated, one half 
million, million, million, million horse- 
power. But to see it shining is to be 
reminded that the day will come when 
it will cruise through interstellar space 
as black and cold as a frozen clod. Its 
living is a process of dying. Even so 
death will come to every star we see at 
night and to the whole of this present 
universe. 

Even so death comes to the bodies 
and brains of men. Itis the one inevit- 
able goal toward which each of us is 
moving, and faster perhaps than we 
think. In the realm of the physical 
there is no king but death. He is the 
great dictator. 

Each of us comes to some kind of 
term with this fact. We make some 
manner of adjustment to it. And that 
adjustment, those terms, have telling 
consequences. 

We can be childish, if we choose, and 
pretend that death will never be. With 
a thousand pretenses and devices we 
can build a world of make-believe 
where death never enters. But that 
world will crash and our flabby, un- 


*Minister, Trinity Methodist Church, Highland 
Park, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 


A Sermon on Immortality 


by Everett W. Palmer* 


ready souls will be smitten down in 
its ruins by the reality we tried to 
ignore. 

Or, we can be morbid about death. 
We can dread it with fear that robs 
life of its joy. We can resent it with 
bitterness which sours our spirits and 
makes us a shame rather than an honor 
to those whose memory we cherish. 
We can use it as an excuse for maudlin 
self-pity. In so many ways we can be 
morbid about death. 

And, we can be pessimistic and de- 
spairing about death. With the writer 
of Ecclesiastes we can tragically af- 
firm, “That which befalleth the sons 
of men, befalleth beasts. The same to 
both. As the one dieth, so dieth the 
other; yea they have one breath, so 
that a man has no pre-eminence over 
the beast: for all is foolishness.” We 
can believe that we die as the beasts; 
that what we call soul or personality 
is an illusion and at best but an ephe- 
meral by-product of the body which 
perishes with the body; that all there 
is of us, our inner voice for right and 
wrong, our capacity for love and loyal- 
ty, our hunger for beauty, goodness, 
and for God goes with our bodies into 
their graves. We can believe 
death rules not only the realm of the 
physical, but that of the spiritual as 
well, that “in the end,” as someone 
has said, “the things we care for the 
most are at the mercy of the things 
we care for the least’—‘“and all is 
foolishness.” 

But there is another and, I believe, 
a nobler answer. We catch the echoes 
of it in the words of our text. When 
the writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews wished to pay the highest tribute 
to the renowned fathers of Israel he 
told of the kind of terms they made 
with the fact of death. They played no 
games of make-believe about it, he 
said, neither were they morbid nor pes- 
semistic because of it. They looked 
death full in the face, he affiirmed, saw 
it for what it was, and then went on to 
meet it with strong, steady strides and 
with singing hearts. They believed life 
was a road, an open road reaching 
from one form of existence to another, 
from the earthly to the heavenly, link- 
ing time with eternity. And what was 
death? Merely a bend in the road, they 
believed, a blind turn in a road that 


went on; just a hostel by the side of 
the way where weary travelers could 
lay their burdens down, exchange 
dusty garments for new robes, sor- 
row for a song, and blindness for 
new vision, even that of the _ in- 
effable glory of God. Though they 
couldn’t see around the bend they heard 
triumphant music coming from the 
other side and in the horizons of their 
souls they saw the shining towers of a 
new Jerusalem. So it was “They died 
in the faith . . . believing they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 
They were “Men of the Open Road.” 


When one follows through the neces- 
sary implications of those words he has 
the Christian answer to the fact of 
Death; and, I believe, the true and 
triumphant answer. 

We Can Believe 

No doubt most, if not all of us would 
like to believe this, and with all our 
hearts; we’d like to live in the shining 
hope and march with the stout-hearted 
assurance which belongs to “Men of 
the Open Road.” But some of us are 
confused and uncertain about it. The 
voices of those who give the other an- 
swers have seemed too plausible per- 
haps, or our own thinking may have 
led us into some dark corner. But what- 
ever our state of mind it will be help- 
ful to review at least a few of the 
reasons why one has the right to be- 
lieve in the Christian answer, to be a 
man of the open road. 


First of all, we can believe because 
there is no _ intelligent and _ honest 
reason why we cannot. This is prob- 
ably the weakest reason of all, but it 
deserves consideration. A man can 
make up his mind not to believe in im- 
mortality if he wants to, but there is 
nothing in science, nor philosophy, nor 
in the experience of everyday living 
which compels him to do so. 

What we popularly call “science” is 
a highly developed technique for deal- 
ing with the quantitative aspects of our 
experience, the sub-human, mathemat- 
ical strata of reality. It can’t deal with 
the qualitative, which is the realm of 
the soul, anymore than a farmer can 
sell love by the bushel or integrity by 
the wagonload. Hence “science” can 
neither prove nor disprove the existence 
of the soul nor the hope of immortality. 

So far as philosophy is concerned, 
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every major argument against immor- 
tality which men know now was known 
by learned men before the time of 
Christ; and everyone of those argu- 
ments has been conclusively answered, 
long before we set foot on this planet. 


And when it comes to the testimony 
of everyday experience one finds the 
most fertile ground for belief in im- 
mortality. To experience daily the high 
compulsions of love and honor and re- 
ligion; to know the yearning for per- 
fection and to enjoy, as spectator and 
participant, the soul shaking delights 
of its pursuit; and to see noble souls 
forging up the western slopes with 
spirits growing more beautiful at each 
step is to gain some sturdy convictions 
about this high surmise of the soul 
called immortality. 


No man need be timid nor apologetic 
about believing in the Christian answer 
to the fact of death. It is intellectually 
respectable, and before the court of 
everyday experience, unimpeachable. 
We can believe because there is no 
honest and intelligent reason why we 
cannot. 


Secondly, we can believe because of 
what common sense has to say. I do 
not know what common sense has to 
say to you but it forbids me to believe 
“that in the end the things we care 
for the most are at the mercy of the 
things we care for the least,” that 
blind, amoral, thoughtless, senseless 
energy is immortal and souls are not, 
that men, as one oft quoted modern 
pessimist has put it, “are no more than 
bundles of cellular matter on the way 
to becoming manure.” Men may believe 
that if they choose, but I cannot. Who 
can hold a child in his arms, or look 
in the face of a noble man, or think 
of Jesus going resolutely to his cross 
and say that human beings are but 
“bundles of cellular matter on their 
way to becoming manure!” Some men 
may, but in the name of common sense, 
I cannot. The reason by which I live 
forbids me to believe that the things I 
care for most are, in the end, at the 
mercy of the things I care for least. 
We Can Experience 

But the strongest reasons for be- 
lieving is not to be found in arguments, 
but as we have noted, in experience, 
particularly in the experience of the 
friendship and redeeming love of God. 
John Baillie has rightly said that the 
way to a surer hope in immortality is 
not by sharpening our wits, though 
that has a measure of importance, but 
through our human experience of fel- 
lowship with God. “And this is eternal 
life,” writes John the Apostle, “to know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” Out of 


a deepening fellowship with God come | 




















Just a Few Hammond Specialties 
What Is a Joash Chest? 


Do You Want to Build a New Church? 
Do You Want to Repair the Old Church? 
Do You Want to Pay Off the Mortgage? 
Do You Need Money for Special Purposes? 


Ifso... 
Try the Joash Chest Plan 


The “Joash Chest’ furnishes a practical 
program which has a real appeal, and which 
will produce results, either to supplement 
the regular offerings or to furnish a fund 
for some definite objective. Practically every 
church member and friend can give ONE CENT A MEAL, One cent a meal is 90 cents a month. 
One hundred boxes operating at only 50% efficiency will produce $45.00 per month, over $500 
per year. The “Joash Chest” is not a cheap item. It is attractive enough to grace any dinner 
table, and it is substantial enough to stand up under many months of ordinary use. Placed 
on the table it is an invitation and an incentive to give REGULARLY. Price: 8 cents each in 
any quantity. Send 10 cents for sample outfit including Joash Chest and Record Sheets. 


Sunday School Register 


A Remarkable Success. Something You Need in Your Schoo} 
Room. Neat, Attractive, Showy. 


This Register is made of sheet steel, size sixteen inches wide, to 
which are attached steel hangers, grooved for receiving slides UNDAY SCHOO 


and figures. We furnish with each Register one top piece and 
five hangers, with set of 60 figures and SIXTEEN slides as REGISTER 
follows: 
Enrollment, Attendance Today, Attendance Last Sunday, At- ENROLLMENT 
tendance a Year Ago, Offering Today, Offering Last Sunday, 
Offering a Year Ago, Record Offering, Record Attendance, 

















































































































































































































oo Roll, Home Department, Hymns, Psalms, Boys, Girls, a 
ibles. 
$4.00 Postpaid felaaa-lit ie 
TODAY 
Extra Steel Hangers, ‘ 
Tr — 35 — cust. ATTENDANCE 
ww” ostpaid. Extra A YEAR AGO 
GHusic : LNG Wi MES Slides, price, 5c each. — 
37 Extra figures, 40c OFFERI 
= = — per set of 60. We A YEAR AGO 
- eel 7 eared = = will make to order 
an se 1 any other slides 
Tsar, Die ey wanted for 25c each. 
Sisum. See LtTet.ow : ! 
4 ies a a | Church Activities Wall Roll 
a oe Pte core This wall roll should be prominently displayed In 
pa conceat every church. It lists all the activities of all the 
7 - : departments of the church in such a manner as te 
ye prevent confusion and duplication of dates. It enables 
| wise. ee =< | the head of each department to arrange future meet- 
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J a Send for a copy of our general catalogue, 
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Craftsmanship vs. Price 
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our surest convictions about the road 

being open on ahead. How can the God 
| we see in Jesus and whose presence we 
| know in our hearts cast us off as noth- 
| ing! To experience a growing friend- 
ship with God and to know something 
of the warmth and redeeming power 
of his love is to know that he is ours 
and we are his—forever and forever! 

But though we knew all the reasons 
for believing that would be trivial ex- 





cept we do believe. And the need for 


| our believing is as big as the world, 
| as intimate as our own souls. 


As is terribly evident, we are living 
in a world which is oppressed and 
scourged by political philosophies, eco- 
nomic theories, industrial practices, and 
national policies that deny the infinite 
worth of an individual personality. “So 
man is an immortal soul, more precious 
than all else in the universe is he,” they 
jeer. “That’s a laugh. Put that bit of 
antiquated superstition in the museum 
where it belongs.” “Listen,” they say, 
“We'll tell what man is, what you are.” 
“You’re a _ bi-chemical product, that 
much and no more. You’re a child of 
the earth; from it you came, by it you 
are sustained, to it you return—every 
bit of you. You’re cheap. There are 
millions of you, and it’s just the mil- 
lions of you that mean anything. Here’s 
what you are, and what you’re worth: 


| you are a pawn to be pushed, a sponge 


to be squeezed, a cog in the wheel, 
a target to be shot at—you an im- 
mortal soul? What a joke!” With such 
a diabolical blasphemy raging in the 
world it is hardly necessary for me to 
say that in the name of human values 





| and all we hold dear it is imperative 
| for us to maintain a living witness for 


the Christian belief. That need is as 
big as the world. 
And it is as intimate as our own 
souls. We need to believe not only for 
the purpose of preserving the roosts 
and fragments of decency in the world, 
but also for our own sakes. It makes 
a difference how we build when we are 
erecting a shelter for a week’s vacation 
or a home for ourselves and our chil- 
dren’s children. It makes a difference 
what we write if it’s for our memo pad 
or to be chiseled into granite. Even so 
it makes a difference in the manner of 
our living when we think and act only 
in terms of time or of eternity. 
What a new quality of meaning and 
transformed significance comes to our 
daily decisions about right and wrong, 
our daily tasks, to our every thought, 
word, and deed when we see them shin- 
ing in the light of the open road. What 
a guard that is against shoddiness and 
| cheapness. What a spur it is to think 
| nobly, speak truthfully, act resolutely, 

and to live in obedience to the highest! 
| It makes a difference in the way we 


spend the days of our years when we 
are convinced they belong to the stuff 
of which eternity is made. 

We are all born to die. What kind 
of terms have you made with that fact? 
You can be childish if you choose and 
pretend it will never be. You can be 
morbid. You can accept the philosophy 
of despair. But there is a gloriously 
better way. You can live as a man of 
the open road. You have every right 
to share that honor. You can if you 
will. And as you march in that gallant 
company you will be among the saviors 
of the world. And to your glad sur- 
prise, you will discover the music of 
a mighty redemption singing in your 
own heart. 

PRAYER 


O God, how often we sense the lure 
of the beyond tugging at our hearts. 
Grant us grace that what we dimly 
sense may become what we radiantly 
believe and bravely live, through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 





THE COERCION OF THE CROSS 

The church had been protesting 
against the gladiatorial shows for many 
a weary year. Young men by the hun- 
dreds continued to hack at one an- 
other’s hearts before blood-intoxicated 
mobs. St. Augustine complains of the 
effect on a fellow Christian who had 
gone one day “just to see;” that friend 
was so bedazzled with the spectacle 
that he became an addict. The disease 
seemed to have the public everlastingly 
in its grip. At last a young monk, 
Telemachus, committed himself to ac- 
complishing the impossible. The coer- 
cion of the cross he would carry might 
end this evil thing. Let us look for a 
moment through his eyes. Out there 
on the reddening sand, animal after 
animal has been slain for the sole pur- 
pose of whipping any sadism still latent 
in the spectators into a delirious shout 
for the blood of men. They separate 
into little groups and pairs. Brother 
faces brother behind menacing shields. 
The mad carnival is on. Hurling him- 
self into the arena, Telemachus places 
his body between two gladiators and 
separates them. Before his body is 
broken in the presence of the angry 
mob, the Roman Empire is reminded 
with his last breath that men are sacred 
because Christ died for them. The in- 
stitution of wholesale murder in crowd- 
ed coliseums at that moment received 
its death blow. From Secretly Armed 
by Allan A. Hunter; Harper & Brothers. 








WHERE TO BUY 


The advertising pages of 
“Church Management” 
give accurate informa- 
tion regarding materials 
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Worship 

Worship in the Church by William 
Roy McNutt. The Judson Press. 275 
pages. $2.00. 

This is an important book. It is im- 
portant in two ways. First of all, it is 
a very good book on the subject of cor- 
porate worship. The author presents 
the study with authority and clarity. 
Second, it is important because it comes 
from a denomination which has _ not 
been, through its history, liturgically- 
minded. Professor McNutt of the Cro- 
zier Theological Seminary, who is a 





Baptist, gives in this volume one of the | 


few books on the subject by one of his 
fellowship. 


In the opening chapter he brings to- | 


gether many definitions of worship and 
concludes with his own. It is a splendid 
one, one worth repeating. “Christian 
worship (in the churches) is that vary- 
ing and ascending series of experiences 
—emotionally charged, and sustained 
throughout by the appropriate attitudes 
—which arises in some awareness of 
God the Father of all men, moves for- 
ward through vision, sense of impo- 
tence, and reassurance, toward climax 
in dedication of life, thence descending 
through a feeling of peace, power and 
conviction of social responsibility.” 
His discussion of the drama of liturgy 


is good and the patterns from several | 


sourees are given in detail. The earliest 
pattern presented is that known as the 
Gallican rite of the early church. The 
service of John Calvin at Geneva is 
given in detail and then follow several 
studies in modern liturgical patterns. 

According to Dr. McNutt, the church 
building is important but he is not, in 
any sense a Gothicist. In fact, he is 
inclined to believe that the new world 
would have done well to keep to the 
simplicity of Christopher Wren. How- 
ever, the illustrations in the book offer 
examples without commendation of both 
the Gothic and the ornate. 

Vestments are recommended for the 
minister and the choir. The Lord’s 
Supper and Communion are treated as 
ordinance, not as sacraments. The in- 
structions for liturgical immersion are 
given in detail. Instructions are added 
for the deacons and those who serve in 
the house of the Lord. 

The author stumbles as most of us do 
on the word “sanctuary,” which is used 
in contrast to the term “auditorium.” 
The desire to eliminate the word “audi- 
torium” is commendable. But the se- 
lection of the word “sanctuary” is un- 
fortunate. The “sanctuary” in the his- 
toric church is that portion of the chan- 
cel where the altar rests and modern 
evangelical liturgicists do violence to 




















Books on Marriage and the Homey ¢ 





THE FAMILY LIVES ITS RELIGION 


By Regina Westcott Wieman 


PROF. WILLIAM S. MINOR SAYS: “I believe that it 
is the best book available on the subject. It is not only ‘a 
plain, helpful guide for parents,’ but it is also especially 
useful for college men and women looking forward toward 
the development of new families founded upon religion.” 


DR. DANIEL A. POLING SAYS: “More than a formula 
for a family altar; it is the application of modern 
laboratory methods to religious living in the home. En- 
tirely different from anything previously written in this 
field.” $2.00 


LOVE, MARRIAGE AND PARENTHOOD 


By Grace Sloan Overton 


“The central note is that successful marriage means pass- 
ing beyond romantic love to the development of comrade- 
ship between growing personalities. Practical counsel is 
given concerning courtship, the making of the home, the 
physical life of the mates, the planning for parenthood, 
and the training of children. At the end of each chapter 
is a series of problem-questions to stimulate fruitful dis- 
cussion.” —Religious Book Clubs’ Bulletin. $2.00 


FROM FRIENDSHIP TO MARRIAGE 
By Roy A. Burkhart 


“Probably no book for young people on this subject will 
have wider appeal.’’—F'ederal Council Bulletin. $1.50 


THE FINE ART OF LIVING TOGETHER 
By Albert W. Beaven 


An old favorite wherever the problem of making marriage 
successful is discussed. $1.50 
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its meaning when they take the term 
for the entire church 


Worship Programs 


interior. The 


and Stories has 4 


given us an equally useful guide for 






Interdenominational Bureau of Church 
Architecture has helped to confuse the 
meaning of the term. Dr. McNutt is 
not the only offender. 
Here is a good book on a live subject 
which should be added to your library. 
W.#H.L. 


Worship Programs in the Fine Arts 
for Young People by Alice Anderson 
Bays. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 256 
pages. $2.00. 

The author of the highly valuable 





youth workers in these thirty-seven 
worship services which are built around 
as many great art masterpieces. There 
are thirteen paintings, eight pieces of 
sculpture, and sixteen hymns. 

In addition to prelude titles, there 
are well-chosen poems, hymns, scrip- 
tures, and prayers, usually quoted in 
full. Central in each service is the in- 
terpretation of the art masterpiece, in- 
cluding interesting facts about: the 
artist as well as the spiritual meaning 
of his production. In the: appendix 








34 


there are helpful notes on each service, 
and sources from which the prints may 
be obtained. 

Quoting Daniel Fleming’s word that 
“art has always been the handmaid of 
religion, and, in turn, religion has been 
the creator and preserver of art,” Mrs. 
Mays sets forth her point of view by 
saying that “the masterpieces of art 
contain a vast storehouse of truth for 
those who are willing to set aside the 
daily routine and receive the message. 
The artist is an interpreter; he has 
something to say, and he conveys his 
message by means of lines, colors, 
lights, shadows, and symbols.” 

Whether these services are used as 
arranged, or as adapted by the leader, 
they will help to provide that emotional 
appeal which is so often lacking in our 
over-intellectualized programs, 
their content of truly Catholic truth 
will leave an abiding value in the par- 
ticipating minds. 

5. aa. Me 


The True Spirit of Worship by 
George Evans. The Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association. 160 pages. $1.00. 


The title of a book, as every good 
library cataloger knows, is no indica- 
tion of its purpose or contents. Oft- 
times one must investigate a work from 
a good many angles before discovering 
what the author really had in mind. 

Not so with this book. The author 
sets forth in the Preface with con- 
sistent clarity his reason for producing 
it. One cannot do better than to allow 
him to speak for himself. “This treatise 
is offered with one purpose in view, not 
to elucidate or enlarge on the technique 
of worship, but to refresh and empha- 
size in the mind of its readers their 
understanding of the exalted position 


of our Lord Jesus Christ in relation to | 


man’s approach to God.” 

Most people approaching this book 
would be seeking to discover the very 
thing which the author does not pur- 
port to give. In fact at times he in- 
dicates an unwillingness to accept any 
symbol as having worship value for 
Protestantism. He carries his theory 
to its extreme conclusion in a section 
of the Appendix entitled “On Candles.” 
As to this aid in worship his attitude 
is that of Mr. Dooley toward things he 
did not understand. He is, “Agin it.” 


The author’s philosophy on the use | 


of candles in worship well sums up his 
general position, “Why,” he says in ef- 


fect, “use candles in worship, since they | 


drop wax all around, and are smoky 
and odorous. Rather rejoice only in the 
light provided by him who is the light 
of the world.” 

I. G. G. 


Bound in the Bundle of Life by Mar- | 
. ‘ we! | THE HIGLEY PRESS ow: ma_Bulter, Ind. 


garet T. Applegarth. Harper & Broth- 
ers. 180 pages. $1.50. 

Somebody said that if religion really 
takes hold of people it must do so 
through worship. This truly remarkable 
book by Margaret T. Applegarth is an 
unusual contribution to the field of wor- 


ship materials in that it brings ethical | 


reality right down to the worshipper 


where he cannot help feeling and know- | 


ing the import of the materials used, 
and a personal responsibility for doing 
something about the truth so pointedly 
laid upon him. 


Moreover the materials in the book | 
cover not only subjects pertinent to this | 


hour and this minute, but subjects that 


while | 
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The Protection of Private 
Capital as a Feature of 
Economic Justice 


A pamphlet, edited by Louis 
Wallis, dealing with Churchill’s 
speeches on the transfer of taxa- 
tion from productive capital to 
ground rent and_ speculatively 
held vacant land. Puts emphasis 
on “War Damages Bill,” prohibit- 
ing land speculation in bombed 
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“Biblegraph” board 
and cut-outs—the new im- 
proved flannelgraph—Cards, Handwork 
material, Lesson plans—All Bible and “Superior” 
DVBS, Bible Art Materials, Child Evangelism 
supplies — Everything to meet the new peda- 
gogical trends in Church and Sunday School. 
Don’t Delay—Act Now 

Write for this big 64 page FREE book and 
supplements today. An encyclopedia of new 
ideas, original material and quality supplies at 
prices to SAVE—for Pastors, Superintendents, 
and Sunday School workers. Write Today ! 


THE SCRIPTURE PRESS, INC. 
Dept. CMC, 800 N. Clark St., Chicago, III. 
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@ Higley’s 1942 Commentary is better 
than ever. Its 22 outstanding features 
are indispensable to teachers and ad- 
| vanced students. Based on the Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. True tothe 
whole Bible. Definitely evangelistic. 
Spiritual. Truly—a complete teacher! 
Money-back guarantee. 


$20 pages, nearly 300,000 words, cloth 
bound, attractive jacket. Price: only $1. 
Only Order from your bookseller or direct. 
Write for Big FREE catalogof ‘‘Mas- 

$1.00 ter Line” Sunday School Supplies. 
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Albert A. Susott. 


we all want to help in advancing, and 
subjects on which we all need materia], 
The author brings together the very 
best Biblical, poetic, and prose, and 
musical material now available for the 
enrichment of worship services for our 
day and generation. 

Some of the contents deal with these 
subjects: 

“Blessing the Tools,” in which the 
utensils of church work are dedicated: 

“A Stitch in Time,” collecting and 
dedicating garments for relief work; 
“My Country ’Tis of Thee,” Thanks- 
giving program on American Democ- 
racy; 

“Star ‘Spangled Banner,” an _inter- 
pretation of the flag with an interna- 
tional slant; 

“For Whom the Bells Toll,” a pro- 
gram presenting the need of helping 
the refugee; 

“This is the Joyous City,” presenting 
the problem of the underprivileged in 
the American city; 

Twelve others follow. And they are 
equally gripping and brilliant in sub- 
ject matter and content. These pro- 
grams may be used en toto or in part 
for various times and occasions, but 
always to advantage. There are full 
notes on how to put on each 2 eR 

~ 


A Practical Handbook of Worship by 
Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 173 pages. $1.50. 

The title is a revelation of the book 
for it is a practical treatment of wor- 


| ship; practical because it offers more 


than half of its pages to outlines and 
orders of worship services. It will be 
best used as a source book for helpful 


| Sabbath calendar making in the arrang- 


ing of the worship orders. There are 
ninety-four pages given over to the dis- 
cussion of the practice of worship 
which are not too profound. The latter 
half of the work saves its value for 


| ministers and Bible school leaders by its 


suggested orders of and calls to wor- 


| ship. Here are offered new suggestions 
' and also the old. Any book that con- 





| 








tributes to the freshening of the pro- 
grams of worship in our churches is 
worth publishing. 

The author is the minister of Zion 
Evangelical Church in Evansville, In- 
diana. 

I..C. E. 


The Church 


The Growth of the Christian Church 
by Robert Hastings Nichols. The West- 
minster Press, xviii. 380 pages. $2.00. 

Constant demand from former stu- 
dents and Christian leaders in and be- 
yond his own denomination (the Pres- 
byterian Church) have finally caused 
Dr. Nichols to revise and reissue his 
excellent treatment of the growth and 
development of the Christian Church. 
The wide use of this book in many de- 
nominations caused the author to drop 
his last chapter on American Presby- 
terianism and replace it in this issue 
with a chapter on American Chris- 
tianity. The content of the chapters 
dealing with the modern era has been 
revised and enlarged to include develop- 
ments abroad and in America up to 
the close of 1939. 

The questions and suggested readings 
at the close of each chapter are par- 
ticularly helpful for college or seminary 
students and should help to make this 
book appropriate for study in lay class- 
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es or leadership classes in local church- 
es. A new section offering suggestions 
for teachers of such groups has been 
introduced at the beginning of the 
book. 

In order to avoid confusion with the 
numbering of the chapters in the earlier 
edition Dr. Nichols has carred the series 
of numbers consecutively through sev- 
eral chapters where previous chapters 
have been subdivided. This confused 
the reader somewhat and might be 
remedied in future printings. 

The balance and perspective of this 
outline history of the church is char- 
acteristic of the author, one of the most 
noted church historians in America, 
formerly at Auburn Seminary and now 
at Union Seminary in New York. Dr. 
Nichols has been the treasurer and a 
director of the American Society of 
Church History for many years and is 
engaged in editing a final volume in 
the series of the writings of Zwingli. 

R. W. A. 


in Christian Education 
by Richard L. Ownbey. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. 160 pages. 60c. 

This is a study book on Evangelism. 
It contains eleven chapters with ques- 
tions arranged on each chapter to as- 
sist the teacher. It shows the develop- 
ment of the church through the years. 
It contains a history of Evangelism 
and offers good suggestions as to the 
approach to be made to the young peo- 
ple in our church schools. One chap- 
ter is devoted to Evangelism among 
juniors, another to early and middle 
adolescence, another to older young 
people and closes with a unified pro- 
gram of Evangelism. The book could 
be used at prayer meetings or with 
a study group or by officers of the 
church. Although the author is a Meth- 
odist minister the theme, bibliography 
and program can be used with any 
group helpfully. 

: wi T. & &. 


Evangelism 


The War 


The Christian Has Wings by W. E. 
Sangster. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
153 pages. $1.50. 

The subtitle of this volume “A Chris- 
tian Commentary on Democracy’s War 
Aims” is most aptly given. Surely no 
subject could be more current than this. 
The clergy of the church of America 
as the spiritual guides of the constitu- 
ency of that church are more and more 
going to have to face the problems im- 
plied in that subtitle. 

The author sums up in brief the 
issues involved when he _ declares: 
“Neither soldiers nor statesmen can 
achieve the new world-order alone. If 
the Church fails, all their ‘blood, toil, 
tears, and sweat’ will be unavailing... 
only new men, working under God, can 
make new societies and a new world.” 


The author, formerly minister of the 
Brunswick Methodist Church in Leeds, 
England, is now the minister of the 
Central Hall, Westminster, London. 
These ‘sermons in war time” are not 
the musings of an arm chair philoso- 
pher. The author writes after month 
upon month of life in air-raid shelters 
in the heart of bombed London where 
he has been ministering to the needs 
and attempting to sustain the courage 
and faith of a sorely tried people. 

Beginning each chapter with a quota- 
tion from a “war aims” speech of some 
great statesman he uses this material 
as a starting point in a consideration 
“of the inwardness” of the present 
struggle, something not always clearly 
understood by either statesman or sol- 
dier. 

Peace, he declares, is not enough. 
There must be certain accompaniments 
of peace. To the delineating of these 
he gives attention in this volume. 


LS. & 





Now We Must Choose by Henry Nel- | 
son Wieman. The Macmillan Company, | 


vii. 245 pages. $2.00. 

In this characteristically scholarly 
manner Dr. Wieman, who has been pub- 
licly advocating military aid to the U. 
S. S. R. and writing widely about cur- 
rent political issues, goes deeply into 
the backgrounds of democracy to de- 
velop what he calls a faith for democ- 
racy today. 

The wide extension of problems 
which were once confined to limited en- 





vironments has brought on totalitarian- | 


ism, declared the author in his opening 
chapter on the Lost Dynamic of De- 
mocracy. This at once is a challenge 
to the democracies to find another and 


a better way which for Wieman is not | 
isolationism. In his second chapter the | 


author more clearly analyzes the prob- 
lem of the hour for the democracies by 
setting forth the dangers of disruptive 
interdependence, destructive idealism 
and centralization of control in business 
and industry. 

One of the high points of the book 
is Wieman’s ideal (page 65) to search 
out the important interests in society, 
bring them to complete organized self 
expression and then provide agents and 
instruments for interpreting the de- 
mands of each to the other. The author 
does not tremble in the face of possible 
conflict of any sort if such effort be 
directed “to the supreme good of hu- 
man life.” 

The final chapters on the Genius of 
the People and a Faith for Democracy 
are very stimulating and should be 
read by all citizens of the democracies 


to remind them of the eternal challenge | 
Says the author, | 
‘nothing is so important in democracy | 


of their heritage. 


as the people.” He concludes that true 
freedom is not freedom from people but 
freedom with people. Few readers will 








“It would be a 
fine thing. . . 


IF EVERY BOARD OF DEACONS 
WOULD SEE THAT A COPY OF 
THIS BOOK WAS PURCHASED 
AND PRESENTED TO THE PASTOR” 


—Says a leading 
Northern Baptist 
Convention Officer 


“The author has 
placed every church 
and pastor under obli- 
gation to him for the 
excellency of material 
thus made available.” 


Worship 
In the Churches 


By WILLIAM ROY McNUTT 
$2.00 Cloth—Gold Stamped 











An Inspiring History 





neat Baptist tenets have a pe- 
culiar significance for 
present world conditions 


and the author’s lucid ex- 
planations and enthusiasm 
will not only act as a 
clarion call to other Bap- 
tists but also inspire 
adherents of other de- 
nominations as well. 


BAPTISTS: 


Their Message 


and Mission 
By HILLYER H. STRATON 
$1.25 Cloth—Gold Stamped 


Using Objects Helpfully 


Arr 








In his work with children 
the author has developed 
a rare talent for using 
objects as a vital part of 
each talk. The talks them- 
selves are challenging les- 
sons for Juniors, simply 
Stated, and skillfully illus- 
trated. 


SquaringUp 
50 Talks to Juniors 


By JULIUS FISCHBACH 
Cloth, $1.25 








The American Baptist 
Publication Society 





ORDER NEAREST 
FROM HOUSE 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Chicago Kansas City Los Angeles Seattle 









** 
1 
* 




























































36 


@ 


Cand 


WZ, (A 





These days that try men’s souls are 
wreaking havoc among the young 
people! Give your Sunday School 
the strengthening influence of 
Standard True-to-the-Bible Lessons 
—keep bright their faith in God. 
Right today decide on Standard 
Lessons for the coming year. Make 
your Sunday School a vital force 
for good! 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Dept. CM-1 


Please send me Prospectus, Samples and 
Catalogue. 
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Name Department in which you are interested 














A Star at Midni ht | 
* By Wallece — 


| Like a star to steer by on a midnight 
| ocean is the faith this volume of ser- 
| mons proclaims. The author's voice is a 
| clear voice and a strong one, bringing 
| convictions that need to be stated—and 
| heeded — in a time when there is so 

much in the world to disturb and shatter 
....$1.00 
{ 
| 
| 


one's faith. 
AT YOUR BOOKSELLER 
THE BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville, Tennessee 














HUGEMe 


on the International 
Uniform Lessons 


Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson expositions written by specialists 
for every ~ge group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
constructive truth. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 























Hundreds of Churches 
Are profiting by the use of our:— 
Church and S. S. Attendance Plan 
Details Free 
Church Attendance, Inc. 
506 Dime Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan 
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agree entirely with Dr. Wieman but 
none should have courage to speak on 
democracy without thinking the prob- 
lem through with the eminent author 


philosopher. 
R. W. A. 


Christian Nurture 


Faith and Nurture by H. Shelton 
‘Smith. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 202 
pages. $2.00. 


An excellent story of the philosophies 
of religious education from Bushnell’s 
Christian Nurture to the latest men- 
tal tacks of Reinhold Niebuhr. The 
documentation is admirable and ency- 
clopedic. Therefore the volume will 
stand as a contribution to the field, for 
students and teachers. 

The final plaint of the author is a 
foreboding that official religion, as 
evidenced in the rising tide of religious 
education connected with the public 
schools, may follow Dewey rather than 
the church, “teaching an anthropocen- 
tric religion . . . the positive creed 
of life implied in democracy and 
science,” whether “humanistic experi- 
mentalism” may not supplant the his- 
toric faiths. It appears that “the fate 
of democratic culture in America” 
hangs in the balance. And it is just 
here that the pastor differs from the 
professional teacher. The church and 
her gospel have preceded all present 
political philosophies and will inevitably 
witness the passing of the present 
forms. 

Ideal as this book is, in its field, for 
the academicians, it can do little for 
the working pastor. Apart from a frac- 
tional group of favored churches, the 
mill-run of them are almost wholly un- 
influenced by the theorists. In fact, 
despite seminary courses, the young 
pastors have had to make nearly all 
their own ground. One of the pioneers 


| of religious education, whose name fig- 
| ures prominently in the volume, was 
| a teacher of the reviewer, because his 


course was prescribed. His lectures 
were as far removed from the grind of 
the parish as is the man in the moon. 
Another, who has frequent books, writ- 
ten over latter years, lamented not 
many years since that there was really 
no hope for progress, since the clergy 


| was just about hopeless in intelligence 





and imagination, seeing that the breth- 
ren did not implicitly adopt her ideolo- 
gy as working rules of their Sunday 
schools. 

Thoughtful pastors fear less that any 
political philosophy may be impaired 
by the rising danger of Deweyism in 
week-day religious education than that 
the churches may be too slow in in- 
tegrating the religious education of the 
Sunday schools, as well as the new de- 
partment of the public schools, into one 
total system which shall center, with 
the congregation, in common public 
worship. Every other approach must 
lead to a folk-religion, and that im- 
plies nationalistic tendencies. Nor is 
this said to imply that “all the chil- 
dren ought to come to the preaching 
service,” (the writer’s church main- 
tains several youth departments apart 
from the main service at the worship 
hour), but rather that the church be 
central as an institution, and that the 
theology be that of the gospels, with- 
out fear for the future of any culture, 
including the American. 

The lecturer and teacher of religious 


| education has in this book a splendid 


and authoritative tool. 
be of great value. 


To him it will 
J. F.C. G. 


The Family Lives Its Religion by 
Regina Westcott Wieman. Harper & 
Brothers. 236 pages. $2.00. 

It is not the usual thing to begin 
the review of a book with a mention 
of its price. But in this instance that 
seems an excellent place to begin. Let 
it be said at the outset that one could 
make no better two dollar investment 
than the purchase of this book whether 
for personal consumption or to pass on 
to another. 


This is definitely a must book for 
every minister, every director of re- 
ligious education, every teacher of psy- 
chology or sociology, every—but why 
go on? It is difficult to conceive of 
any one interested in his fellow-men 
and in ~uman welfare who will not 
profit anu profit greatly through a per- 
usal of this volume. 


However, to those having a major 
interest in religion it presents the as- 
pect of a rich lode offering him high 
returns in precious metal. There is in- 
deed, “Gold in them thar hills.” 

Mrs. Wieman has no need to estab- 
lish a reputation. That she has already 
done. Yet this book will add new 
laurels. Here she presents “a plain, 
helpful guide for parents who want 
religion to be a positive factor in their 
family life.” Suffice is it to say that 
“plain” and “helpful” might well ap- 
pear in capital letters, for it is so that 
Mrs. Wieman writes. 


Let every minister who bewails the 
declining interest in “the family altar” 
take heart in this book. Mrs. Wieman 
goes far toward putting religion back 
into its rightful place in family life. 
Skillfully she shows that outside inter- 
ests, money problems, crowded sched- 
ules and other conflicts which have been 
thought of as responsible for the de- 
cline of religion in the home may in 
reality become the allies for restoring 
religion to its rightful place. 


Why not use this volume as the study 
book for your weekly church night pro- 
grams? If you do, have the custodian 
provide more chairs than usual. You 
will need them. 

t. a5.-S. 


The Bible 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNUALS 

Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide for 1942, 
compiled by Martha Tarbell. Fleming 
H. Revell Company. $2.00. 

Peloubet’s Select Notes on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons for 
1941, compiled by Wilbur M. Smith. W. 
A. Wilde Company. 437 pages. $2.00 

Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons for 
1942, compiled by Earl L. Douglass. 
The Macmillan Company. 374 pages. 
$1.50. 

Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mentary for 1942, edited by Robert D. 
Higley, A. E. Bloomfield, John Paul 
and J. A. Huffman. The Higley Press. 
320 pages. $1.00. 

Points for Emphasis, a pocket com- 
mentary on the International Sunday 
School Lessons for 1942. Compiled by 
Hight C. Moore. Vest pocket size. The 
Broadman Press. 192 pages. 35c. 

This reviewer always looks with 
eagerness to the Sunday school annuals 
which make their appearance late each 
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year. The splendid crop for 1942 is at 
hand. We place Miss Tarbell’s book 
first for it keeps the high standards of 
all previous years. It is full and com- 
plete. Peloubet’s is doing well under 
its new editor. Dr. Smith, the third 
editor and compiler does a satisfactory 
job. Earl Douglass continues this good 
work with the Macmillan book. The 
material in this volume is more lim- 
ited than in the other two. It moves 
quickly and directly toward the lessons 
to be taught. The Higley book is a new 
one in our list. The material offered 
is varied and voluminous. It is a big 
value for the money. The vest book 
manual by Dr. Moore offers the busy 
man an opportunity to carry his Sun- 
day school lessons with him for any 
spare moment which may be at hand. 


Our Ageless Bible by Thomas Linton 
Leishman. W. A. Wilde Company. 144 
pages. $1.35. 


A thorough, scholarly, yet readable 
book dealing with the Bible as it has 
come to us through the earliest manu- 
scripts to our modern versions. All the 
essential facts are here plus a clear 
concise style which makes the story of 
our Bible fascinating even to those who 
know nothing of the subject. This book 
once in your hands will prove to be a 
welcome help for ministers, teachers, 
and students in all kinds of classes of 
study. The chapters are: Manuscripts 
and Versions of the Old Testament, The 
Language of the New Testament, The 
Manuscripts of the New Testament, 
Early Latin and Syriac Versions, The 
Task of the Biblical Translator, Early 
Versions in English, From Coverdale 
to the Authorized Version, The Author- 
ized Version, The Revised Version and 
Later Renditions. 

The author’s study, travel, and ex- 
perience in lecturing on the Bible are 
all combined to give us what should be 
a very popular book in its =" ‘ 


Bible Catechism and Questionnaire, 
Part I—The Old Testament, by Walther 
Eickmann. Published by the author. 
66 pages. 25 cents. 

A new and valuable contribution, and 
a vast improvement over most cate- 
chism materials I have read. It is 
strictly factual, avoids all entangling 
individual opinions of various Bible 
doctrines, and yet is pleasantly and sys- 
tematically informative on essential 
facts of the Old Testament. Part one 
consists of 25 chapters of questions and 
answers side by side on each page. 
Part two gives 400 stimulating Old 
Testament questions for home study 
and review. A good handbook for this 
Biblically ignorant generation. 

m2. 2 


The Bible and Social Living by C. F. 
Cheverton. Christian Board of Publica- 
tion. 96 pages. 25c. ' 

This is a study book on the applica- 
tion of the Bible to the home and com- 
munity. The author is professor of 
Bible in Chapman College, Los Angeles 
and worked out this study through the 
cooperation with the young people of 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, a board of missions and educa- 
tion. Appropriate pictures are found 
in every chapter and many Bible refer- 
ences. A few of the themes are Found- 
ing a Home, Cooperating at Home, The 


Christian at Play, Community Recrea- 
tion. This little book should produce 
better homes and communities. 

TY, B: BR. 


Bible Readings for Schools and Col- 
leges by John M. Thomas and A. H. 
Espenshade. The Macmillan Company. 
1940. 288 pages. $1.50. 

A splendid book for the purpose. It 
makes use of the authorized version so 
that classicism rather than modernity 
becomes the vehicle of the word. This 
little volume provides an excellent aid 
to teachers that are called upon to lead 
devotional programs in schools and 
colleges. 

J. F. C. G. 


Preachers and Preaching 
Where God Meets Man by O. A. 
Geiseman. Ernst Kaufmann, Inc. 255 
pages. $1.50. 


The author of this volume of ser- 
mons is the pastor of the Grace Luther- 
an Church of River Forest, Illinois. He 
is associate editor of the Cresset and 
The American Lutheran. 

This volume is the second containing 
the theme Where God Meets Man. The 
first volume which appeared with this 
subject contained sermons for the Sun- 
days from Easter to Advent. This vol- 
ume contains sermons for Sundays and 
holidays from Advent to Easter. The 
book contains some interesting sermon 
subjects. Here are some illustrations: 
“A Cold Reception,” “Why Live in 
Darkness?,” “A Blind Beggar Shows 
the Way,” and “Your Answer.” There 
are twenty-three sermons, twenty of 
them have texts from the New Testa- 
ment. 4 

Here is a volume which should stim- 
ulate the busy minister with new spiri- 
tual insight or the enthusiastic layman 
for devotional reading. Conviction and 
hope dominate the pages of this book. 

W. L. L. 








A Quest for God by R. C. Campbell. | 


The Broadman Press. 153 pages. $1.00. | 


This book contains ten sermons de- 
livered by the pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Columbia, South Carolina. 
They are not addressed to any group 
in particular but have the emphasis 


upon strengthening the faith of the | 


Christian and the winning of the lost 
to the Lord. They are well outlined and 
presented. They breathe the spirit of 
devotion to the master and are true to 
the clear meaning of the scriptures. 
They are distinct and challenging. They 
are well illustrated but confined largely 
to the scope of his own denominational 
work. They should be heartening to any 
reader in his quest for God. 
i. DB Ee 


Notes from a Layman’s Greek Testa- 
ment by Ernest Gordon. W. A. Wilde 
Company. 371 pages. $2.00. 


Notes on various passages of the 
New Testament which the author read 
in Greek and then wrote down his re- 
action and comments. “The author’s 
purpose has been to make accessible to 
the general Christian public suggestive 
material for personal Bible study, for 
the prayer-meeting, and for the Sun- 
day school.” This is the work of a son 
who continued the personal study of 
the Greek New Testament daily as his 


preacher father had done before him. | 
A part of the material in the book ap- | 


peared in print formerly in “The Sun- 
day School Times.” | a 














ool TEAD of CHRIST 


“word picture” cannot describe 
the beauty, the grandeur, the excel- 
lence of this new masterpiece paint- 
ing of the Christ. Warner Sallman 
has given to the world a new por- 
trayal of the Savior and it is re- 
ceiving universal praise. Laymen, 
clergymen, critics, all who see this 
great picture proclaim it inspiringly 
beautiful. 


A MAGNIFICENT GIFT 
for your CHURCH or PASTOR 


If you want to give your Pastor, 
your Teacher, or Christian business 
friend a gift he will always cherish 
and remember, select a “Sallman’s 
Head of Christ.” 


In Burnished—Bronze Frames 


No. 1250 Size 914x114 
inches___. Price $1.25 

No. 2500 Size 1234x1614 
inches_____. Price 2.50 

No. 4950 Size 1812x2215 
a Price 4.95 


Note: Lovely wall plaques from 25c to 
$4.00 and unframed prints from 10c to 
$1.50 are also available. 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
CHURCH PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Write today for descriptive litera- 
ture and be sure to ask for Sall- 
man’s Newest Head of Christ, 
lithographed on linen finish stock 
in six colors faithfully reproducing 
the original oil painting. 











INVITATION 
TO ALL 
MINISTERS! 


We invite you to our “Min- 
isters’ Week” February 2-5. 
Classes, forums, fellow- 
ship. Alden - Tuthill lec- 
tures by Prof. Kenneth S. 
Latourette of Yale on “The 
Church and the World 
Situation.” Detailed pro- 
gram on request. 











The Chicago Theological Seminary 
ALBERT W. PALMER, President 
5757 University Avenue Chicago, Illinois 





























“NEW PROCESS” 


ON LY $2.15 per 
quire of 24 boxed. 
Five Quires $8.75, 
Prepaid. 30-Day 
Money Back Guar- 
antec. Name ma- 
chine. Size. 


PITTSBURGH 
TYPEWRITER 
SUPPLY 


WW336-4th 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 





The Memorial Sublime 





uipt GOWNS 
Pulpit 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

1161 South 4th St., Greenville, Ii. 








TENAFLY 


STAINED GLA 
CHANCELS**PALL 





| Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion 
Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Bap- 
tismal Fonts, Folding Chairs, Sunday Schoo! | 

| Furniture. We allow for or sell your ole | 
equipment. 

Uatalogue and details on request | 

| REDINGTON CO., Dept. B, Scranton, Pa. 

















HOIR GOWNS 
BULPIT VESTMENTS 

Hangings Ornaments: Fringes. 
“Furnishings and Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE on REQUEST 






The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 








BUSINESS INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Your church buys many things. 
Church Management knows where 
they can be purchased with the best 
advantage in quality and price. If 
you don’t see what you want in our 
advertisements write us and we will 
make recommendations. 
ADDRESS 
Business Information Service 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 











Stencils and Back- | 
ing Sheets NOW | 
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HE First Christian Church of Fres- 
no, California, Neal K. McGowan, 
minister, has announced a function- 
| al program in which the work of the 
| church is divided into eight areas of 


service. The program will interest 


| other churches which may be working 
| toward the functional method in their 
| program. 

| I. Evangelism 


1. “100 net per year.” 
2. Continuous revival. 


J. C. DEAGAN, INC., CHICAGO 3. Thursday night — visitation and 


cultivation. 
4, Special ingatherings 
a. Christmas. 
b. Easter. 
5. Monthly orientation of new mem- 
bers 
a. Use a home as gathering place. 
. All new members as guests. 
c. Cross-section committee present 
to welcome guests. 
d. Pastor discusses church pro- 


x 





gram. 
e. Interest chart presented for 
checking. 
f. Envelopes and pledge cards pre- 
sented. 


| II. Stewardship 

| Policy: Continuous budgets (no an- 
| nual canvass). 

| ef. Evangelism (item re: pledges by 
| new members). 

| 1. November—stewardship emphasis. 

a. Prepare budget. 

b. School of stewardship on Sun- 
day evenings. 

ec. Stewardship sermon Sunday 
a. m. last ‘Sunday in November. 

2. Catch-up Sunday, last Sunday of 
each quarter. 

3. Quarterly solicitation of pledges 
from non-pledging members. 

4. Monthly financial statement sent 
all church homes via “Christian 
News.” 

| III. Worship 

1. Sunday a. m. 

a. Dignified and worshipful order 
of service. 

b. Sermons on great Christian 
themes. 

c. Emphasize attendance 
ticipation, the secret of growth. 

. Sunday p. m. 

6:30 Simultaneous groups 

a. Junior C. E. 

b. Intermediate C. E. 

c. Meigs C. E. 

d. Alpha Chi C. E. 

ce. C. Y. F. (training courses used). 

f. Adult interest groups. 





par- 


iw) 


Church Offers Strong 


Functional Program 


7:30 General Assembly 

a. Sing. 

b. Reports 

c. Pastor’s 10 minutes. 

d. Dedication. 

8:00 Administration groups. 

3. Wednesday p. m. Worship. 

a. Preaching service in Auditor- 

ium 

1. Choir. 

2. Emphasize congregational sing- 
ing. 

3. Introduce one special feature 

each week. 

4. 15-minute evangelistic message. 
Promotional suggestion—guest 
night each week, each member 
bring a guest. 

4, Department of worship, encourage 
home worship through use of “The 
Upper Room.” 

IV. Fellowship 

1. Friendly greeting at all regular 
services. 

2. Regular visitation of all church 
homes by appointed visitors. 

3. Quarterly fellowship hour on Sun- 
day evening after the general as- 
sembly—refreshments and an en- 
tertainment feature. 


or 





4. Women’s Council program as 
usual, 

5. Laymen’s League monthly for all 
men. 


6. Youth’s program as usual. 
V. World Program 
a. Recognized in budget—25%. 
b. Extend use of World Call. 
c. Encourage reading of “Evangelist.” 
d. Adequate representation in all 
conventions, district, state and in- 
ternational. 
e. One sermon per month on a defin- 
itely world-wide theme. 
f. Use of bulletins and posters to in- 
form members re: world program. 
g. Coordinate with special days as 
emphasized by Unified Promotion. 
VI. Education 
1. Church school on Sunday. 
2. Leadership training Sunday eve- 
nings. 
. Representation in young people’s 
conferences. 
4. V. C. S. annually. 
5. Study possibility of week-day edu- 
cation. 
6. Regular workers’ conference, using 
an educational feature each month. 
. Serious consideration of challeng- 
ing congregation to erect “social 
hall.” 
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“BELLS —Too fine to be from 
records.” 


But they are—and a 


wide selection to choose from. One 


thousand sent out 
during the Christ- 
mas season. From 
the small Church to 
the large Cathedral, 
the appropriate call 
to worship. 


Write Chime Headquarters 


ANGERTONE, INc. 
ELECTRIC~ MUSIC 


73 WINTHROP STREET NEWARK, N. J, 











8. Closer affiliation with Good Citi- 
zenship program of Y. M. C. A. 
. Publicity and Promotion 
1. Neon sign in front of church. 
2. Bulletin board (illuminated). 
3: Weekly news sheet to all church 
homes. 
4. Reporter to prepare news stories 
for local press. 
5. Radio. 
6. Full-time office secretary. 
VIII. Social Service 
a. Contact with Fresno Community 
chest. 
b. Service to any dependent church 
members. 
c. Red Cross sewing service. 
a %. mM. 6. A. and Y¥. W..C. A. con- 
tact. 
e. Service to army camp. 
f. Contact with local church council. 





TO MERGE EIGHT INTERDENOM- 


INATIONAL BODIES 

Atlantic City, New Jersey—An un- 
equivocal step toward unity in the in- 
terdenominational field was endorsed 
here when 200 church leaders voted 
recommendation of a plan calling for 
establishment of a single corporate 
body. to replace eight agencies now op- 
erating in the interdenominational field. 


The proposal now will be submitted 
to these groups for acceptance, rejec- 
tion, or modification. 


The agencies are the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, In- 
ternational Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, Home Missions Council, Foreign 
Missions Conference, National Council 
of Church Women, Council of Church 
Boards of Education, Missionary Edu- 


cation Movement, and the Association 
of Council Secretaries. 


The Proposed new body would be | 
Churches of 


called “Control of the 
Christ in North America.” 
The formal measure approved read: 
“First, that we approve in principle 
the creation of a more inclusive co- 
operative organization which will pro- 


vide for the continued, expanded and | 


more effective coordination and integ- 


ration of our respective councils, such | 


as suggested in plan ‘C’ of the study 
document and as it may be modified 
by further study. 

“Second, that we recommend the con- 
tinued study of the constitution and 
program of such an organization and 
its relation to the denominations, to the 
existing councils, and to the state and 
local councils. 

“Third, that we recommend that the 
councils proceed at once to the neces- 
sary steps for further cooperation 
through the organization of such joint 
service departments as may be found 
feasible. 

“Fourth, that we recommend that a 
special committee be set up by the 
Councils to carry forward these recom- 
mendations and that the study com- 


mittee be instructed to bring to the | 


councils proposals for this special com- 


mittee and the terms of reference for | 


its work.” 

Of the four procedures submitted at 
the three-day conference, the one adopt- 
ed is the most unequivocal step in the 
interdenominational field, the other 
three having been compromise proposals 
which would have retained the prin- 
ciple of endorsing unity without recom- 
mending that it be adopted actually at 
present. 








OUTSTANDING 
CHURCH-SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS 
in America have been equipped 
from the full line of Sunday 


school furniture manufactured 
by us. 


What Are Your Requirements? 


Inquiries Will Receive 
Prompt Attention 


Standard School 


Equipment Co. 
Siler City, North Carolina 














CLARKS “UNITYPE” . 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
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Also 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


| ] ART BRONZE TABLETS 
<: | CHURCH MARKERS 
Bi} MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES 
W L CLARK CO. Inc Manulocturers 
LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK Est 1914 
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BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 
Splendid for Memorial Presentation 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens | 


Booklet of designs submitted on request 


J.P.RedingtonCo. So2"Scranton,Pa. 
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FOLDING—AUDITORIUM— CHOIR 
CHAIRS 


AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Write for Catalog and Prices 


PEABODY SEATING CO. 
BOX 7, NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 











CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (estab. 1896) has en- 
abled hundreds of ministers to complete their 
university work by correspondence. Competent 
faculty. Individual instruction. 
Reasonable fees . . . Write for further 
information and catalog 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 


Irvington, Indianapolis, Indiana 
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A NEW BOOK FOR LENT! 


( “Tewering O’er the Wrecks of Time” 
. Lenten Meditations by Henry F.Wind 
In this volume the author presents two series 
of six sermons each. They are timely, edify- 
ing and comforting and aim to direct men to 
the cross as the one and only hope and refuge 
for a weary, sin-sick world. With the depress- 
ing picture of destruction and devastations of 
today men need more than ever to be reminded 
of this Cross for encouragement and comfort. 
Contents 

First Series: In the Shadows of the Cross— 
The Glory of the Cross; The Disappointing 
Savior; The Most Difficult Prayer; The Su- 
preme Need of the Day; The Majestic Surren- 
> der; The Divine Must. 
: Second Series: The Way of the Cross—The 
Assurance of the Cross; Our Lord Forsaken ; 
Our Lord Accused; Our Lord Tried; Our Lord 
Condemned; Our Lord Crucified. 
< PRICE, $1.00 POSTPAID 

ERNST KAUFMANN, Inc. 
* 7 Spruce St. 209 S. State St. 
New York, N. Y. Chicago, Il. 
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For Better Teaching, Deeper 

Study, Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson 
Quarterly of young people and adults. 


(p' cenTuny cuanreney 











k. Based on International Uniform Lessons. 
‘ Sample copy Free. Write today. 
. THE 20™ CENTURY QUARTERLY 
sy 37 W. Van Buren St., Dept. CM, Chicago, ih, | 
: BEAUTIFY YOUR CHURCH 
: with 








MANITOWOC FINE FURNITURE 
Write for Drawings and Prices 


. MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CoO. 
Department No. 5 Waukesha, Wisconsin 




















COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid for Memorial Presentation. 
Priced From $25.00 Upward, Booklet of 
Designs Submitted on Request. 


Redington Co., Dept. 502, Scranton Pa. 

















FILMS FOR THE CHURCH 


A selective rental service. High quality films 
only. Manuals provided. Distributors of Re- 
ligious Teaching Pictures. 


Write for Information 


Religious Film Service 
Richmond, Itlinois 
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Biographical Sermon for January 


William McKinley A Conscientious President 


by Thomas H. Warner 


The integrity of the upright shall 
guide them.—Proverbs 11:3. 

ILLIAM McKINLEY was born 

in Ohio January 29, 1843. He 

served in the Union Army. In 
1876 he was elected to Congress. His 
election as governor of Ohio took place 
in 1891. He was elected President of 
the United States in 1896. He was 
shot by an anarchist at Buffalo, and 
died September 14, 1901. 

On his return from the Civil War 
McKinley was admitted to the bar and 
went to live at Canton, Ohio. One of 
the first things he did was to call on the 
minister of his church, present his 
church credentials, and ask to be 
assigned to some work. He was given 


| a class in the Sunday school and in a 


short time was elected superintendent. 
Here he met his wife. 

“T remember Mr. McKinley,” said an 
old friend, “as a man with his full 
share of impulsiveness. The time was 
when he gave way as other men do un- 
der strain or provocation. Do you want 
to know what wrought the change? 
For twenty-five years this man has 
stood between his wife and all that 


| might give her the slightest worry. No 


matter what the load he was bearing, 
he has never failed to wear into her 
presence a smiling face. Whatever 
emotions might be surging underneath, 
he has appeared calm and placid on the 
This frail being owes her life 
to his shielding care. Self-control was 
born of that twenty-five years of devo- 
tion. There you have the whole ex- 
planation of what is so admirable in 
McKinley’s character.” 

“To achieve success and fame you 
must pursue some special line,” said 
President Hayes to William McKinley. 


‘ “You must not make a speech on every 


motion offered or bill introduced. You 
must confine yourself to one particular 
thing—become a specialist. Take up 
some branch of legislation and make 
tuat your specialty. Why not take up 
the subject of the tariff? Being a sub- 
ject that will not be settled for years 
to come, it offers a great field for 
study, and a chance for ultimate 
fame.” So McKinley began studying 
the tariff and soon became one of the 
foremost authorities on the subject. 
The day on’ which his tariff bill was 
passed in the House was the supreme 
moment of McKinley’s congressional 
career. 


The morning before McKinley left 
Canton to go to his inauguration he 
attended church. The text was, “If 
any man shall say aught unto you, ye 
shall say, the Lord hath need of him.” 
There was no more attentive listener 
than the man upon whom the eyes of 
the nation were fixed. 

The second stanza of one of the 
hymns was: 

“Yet where our duty’s task is wrought 
In unison with God’s great thought, 
The here and future blend in one, 
And whatsoever is willed, is done.” 

Next day, when the trustees called 
on McKinley, he asked that they would 
give him the copy of the book from 
which he sang, saying that he had 
marked that hymn, and would like to 
have the book. 

Senator LaFollette said that after 
McKinley’s election great influence was 
used to have him appoint Henry C. 
Payne as postmaster general. He said 
that Mark Hanna had come to McKin- 
ley just before his decision was made, 
and said: “You may wipe out every 
obligation that you feel toward me, and 
I’ll ask no further favors of you, if 
you'll only put Henry Payne in the 
cabinet.” McKinley’s answer was: 
“Mark, I would do anything in the 
world I could for you, but I cannot put 
a man in my cabinet who is known as 
a lobbyist.” And he kept his word. 


“We trust in God,” said Mrs. Mc- 
Kinley after the President had been 
shot. “Nearer My God to Thee,” 
chanted the stricken President as he 
realized that his hours were numbered. 
“God’s will be done,” was his farewell 
utterance to his wife. 

The following poem was written by 
prisoner No. 4411 in the Oregon State 
prison. It was published in the 
Prison Missionary, which was edited 
by one of the convicts. 

“McKinley is not dead; 

That tragedy so dread 
But gave his statesmanship a hallowed 
force 
To aid his country in 
course, 
And now unto all time belongs his 
name 
All human — shall be his ‘Hall of 
Fame.’ 
It was but his dust that bled, 
McKinley is not dead. 


its onward 


McKinley is not dead. 
‘It is God’s way,’ he said. 
The wanton shots that pierced his noble 


orm 
Shall speed adown the centuries unborn 
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To stir to greater deeds a people great, 
To guard their liberties, preserve the 
state, 
E’en when their hopes have fled. 
McKinley is not dead.” 


“The integrity of the upright shall 
guide them,” said an ancient sage. In 
other words, he is guided by honesty, 
probity and rectitude. Such a man was 
President William McKinley. 





PLEDGE SUPPORT TO 
GOVERNMENT 


New York—Invoking divine guidance 
of Providence, church bodies pledged 
support to their government in the 
prosecution of the war. 

Along with pleas for divine help, 
a number of church groups voiced the 
hope that a_ re-united Christianity 
might emerge from the holocaust of 
war into a new world of peace, justice 
and brotherhood. 

Eight major Protestant interdenomi- 
national bodies, meeting in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, for the purpose of 
discussing merger plans, issued a strik- 
ing plan for Christian unity. 

Representing some 35,000,000 church 
members, the organizations were the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, the International 
Council of Religious Education, the 
Home Missions Council, the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America, 
the National Council of Church Women, 
the Council of Church Boards of Edu- 
cation, the Missionary Education Move- 
ment, and the Association of Council 
Secretaries. 

The joint plea declared: “In the crisis 
that confronts civilization today a di- 
vided Christian witness and a divided 
Christian ministry are not enough. The 
desperate need of the modern world 
calls for a new effort to order the 
churches’ forces in the most effective 
way and for the reinforcing of each 
by the strength of all. 

“Especially do we urge the churches 
in this emergency to effect a united 
ministry in camp areas and defense 
communities; to provide relief for those 
suffering from the ravages of war; to 
maintain unbroken the Christian fel- 
lowship and the Christian ministry 
around the world; and to inspire their 
members to fulfill their duties as Chris- 
tians and citizens, without bitterness 
or rancor, with courage and steadfast 
faith in God.” 

At the same time the eight bodies 
sent a telegram to President Roosevelt 
assuring the chief executive of their 
“sympathy and loyalty” and _ their 


“prayers for wisdom and guidance.” 
Meeting in Sea Island, Ga., one of 
the national shrines of Methodism, the 
Council of Bishops of the Methodist 
Church, 


representing some 8,000,000 
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the extreme low price of $59.00. 
desired size at small cost. 
great saving. WRITE FOR INFORMATION. 


DAVENPORT, IOWA 


ILLUMINATED BULLETIN 
i “oe 


This beautiful De Luxe CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD, sold at 
More than 5,000 now in use. 
New sign panels to fit your old cabinet can be furnished in any 
Or you can build your own cabinet 
from our free blue prints and have a complete new bulletin at a 


H. E.WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 





























WRITE FOR CATALOG 210 








PLAN AHEAD FOR LENT! 


We offer appropriately designed bulletins for 
each Sunday in Lent, for Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter at most reasonable prices. 
Write today for samples. 

Announce your Lenten services with attractive 
Woolverton bulletins, folders, post cards or blot- 
ters. Our large sample packet of Lenten and 
Easter printed and lithographed supplies will be 
sent free upon request. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 
115 East 4th Street 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Write us for quotations on your next printing 
order. We may save you money. 





Methodists, dispatched a message to 
the White House expressing “in this 
hour of peril our profound sympathy 
and loyalty and above all our earnest 
prayers that in this national crisis you 
may have divine guidance and support.” 

The World’s Christian Endeavor 
Union also sent a message to the presi- 
dent, pledging support to the govern- 
ment. 


“We unite,” said the message, “‘with | 


all other Americans of every faith and 
racial strain in defense of world free- 
dom to win the peace. We believe that 
in this cause is the faith of brother- 
hood and the ethic of Christ.” 
Members of the Congregational- 
Christian Church, totaling over 1,000,- 
000, are “practically 100 per cent in 
support of a war that we have entered 
not by choice, but because it has been 
thrust upon us,” Dr. William E. Gilroy, 
editor of the Congregationalist organ, 
Advance, wired Religious News Service. 








CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Is Your Minister’s Club 
Shall we send sample 


copies for distribution to 
your brother ministers? 


How Many? 























| TYPEWRITERS 
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UNDERWOOD! L.C. yy 
SMITH! REMINGTON! Mfrs. Orig. 
ROYAL! WOODSTOCK! Selling Price 


Typewriters that cost $100.00—less than % mfrs. 
orig. selling price. Genuine, standard, full sized 
reconditioned office models—up-to-date improve- 
ments, standard keyboard, back spacer, automatic 
ribbon reverse, 2 color ribbon, etc. Never before 
such rock bottom prices! Also portable bargains. 
NO MONEY DOWN—FULLY GUARANTEED 
Send no money. See before you buy on ten day no 
obligation trial. Pay on easiest terms—as low as 
70c a week. Money back guarantee. Completely 
reconditioned and beautifully refinished. FREE— 
Complete Van Sant Touch Typing Course free with 
typewriter. Special price slashing literature in 
colors sent on request. Send name and address at 
once. Get full description and 10 day trial plan. 
Limited Supply. Send today. 
INTERNATIONAL TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE 
231 W. Monroe St. Dept. 189 Chicago, IIlinois 


GOWNS 


FOR THE 


PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes,)write 
to America’s oldest and 
largest manufacturer. 


CHOIR GOWNS — $3.00 Up 


CotrellandLeonard, 


INC. 
Established 1832 


398 Broadway, Albany, N. Y. 




















PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings, Altar Cloths, 
Bible Markers, Communion Linens, 
Embroideries, Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
Marking 105 years 
1837 of service to the 1942 

church and clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23e0 STREE], NEW YORK, N.Y 
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GIFT AT GRACE 4 new “PENNY-A-MEAL” Offering Bank 


A SPIRITUAL METHOD OF SUPPLEMENTING THE ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
ALSO SPECIAL LENTEN SELF DENIAL LABEL 





PRICES: 
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order of any size.... 


the extra cost of imprinting. 








z23\ CARROLL GOOD, ie. 


CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


ee $3.50 per hundred 
Gummed Labels (to be easily attached by buyer) 1.50 per hundred 


Transportation extra 


FOUR DIFFERENT COLORS FOR QUARTERLY DISTRIBUTION 


Name of Church or Organization will be printed on labels at $1.00 for 
On an order of 1,000 labels the printing will be 
gratis. Order enough labels to cover the entire campaign — this saves 


Sample submitted. 
Dept. C.M. 
17 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 
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PRAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR 


Give me a good digestion, Lord, 
And also something to digest. 
Give me a healthy body, Lord, 

With sense to keep it at its best. 
Give me a healthy mind, O Lord, 
To keep the good and pure in sight; 
Which seeing sin is not appalled, 
But finds a way to set it right. 


Give me a mind that is not bored, 
That does not whimper, whine or sigh. 
Don’t let me worry overmuch 
About the fussy thing called “I.” 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke; 
To get some happiness from life 
And pass it on to other folk. Amen. 

—Found in Chester Cathedral. 

* * * 

God give us a fair measure of good 
sense this year. 

Deliver us from pettiness. 

Incline us to give hostel only to gen- 
erous thoughts of those whom we love. 

As we would have them give us the 
benefit of all doubts, so would we es- 
tablish all presumptions in all their 
favor. 

Fill our hearts with that true loyalty 
that willingly makes amends and ad- 
vances. 

Grant us the courage that challenges 
friendship before risking its loss. 
Amen. 

—Robser Freeman. 


THOUGHTS FOR THE NEW YEARL 
Faithfully faithful to every trust; 
Honestly honest in every deed; 
Righteously righteous, and justly just, 
This is the whole of a good man’s creed. 
—Josephine Pollard. 
* * ~ 
What will it bring, the new year that 
we start today? 
What will it leave, when quickly it has 
passed away? 
New scenes, new friends, new songs; 
these surely will it bring. 
Will it leave aught except a harp with 


broken string? 
—W. R. Sellers. 
/ * * * 
Grow old along with me! 
The best is yet to be, 
The last of life, for which the first was 
made: 
Our times are in His hand 
Who saith, “A whole I planned, 
Youth shows but half; trust God; see 
all, nor be afraid.” 
—Robert Browning. 
j * * * 
v see not a step before me, 
As I tread on, another year: 
But the past is still in God’s keeping, 
The future His mercy shall clear, 
And what looks dark in the distance 
May brighten as I draw near. 
—Mary G. Brainerd. 


THE BEST USE OF TIME 
A New Year Sermon Outline 

So teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 
—Psalm 90:12. 

Time is so precious that we must 
make the best possible use of it. How 
can we do so? 

1. By profiting from the days that 
are past. Let us not gloat over the 
past or let it enslave us or brood over 
it. Let us profit from it. We made 
mistakes, let us not repeat them. Sel- 
fishness invariably brought misery, let 
us cease to live selfishly. Goodness of 
living, faith in God and man, deeds of 
service for others brought happiness 
and contentment—let us live a life of 
love and goodwill. 

2. By having a vision and purpose 
for the future. Are we just going to 
drift along in the new year? Or have 
we a purpose that reaches all through 
the year? Only as we set a goal be- 


fore us can we apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. The Christian’s purpose is 
Christlikeness for personal living and 
the Kingdom of God for the world. 
That ideal looms before us like a pillar 
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night. 

3. By making the most of the pres- 
ent. Here are two good mottos for the 
new year: “Never put off ’till tomor- 
row what you can do today,” “Yester- 
day is past, today is here, tomorrow 
may never come; do it now!” And to 
these mottos we may add the words of 
Jesus: “I must work the work of him 
that sent me while it is day for the 
night cometh when no man can work.” 

Some have no present because they 
brood so much over the past. The best 
way to redeem the past is to live well 
in the present. Others worry a great 
deal over the future. They trouble 
themselves over the future so much 
that they are never ready for it when 
it comes. The best way to prepare for 
the future is to give that future to God 
and to attend in fidelity to the tasks 
of today. 

Here is a good prayer for the New 
Year: “O Lord, our God, teach us to 
number our days—past, present and fu- 
ture—that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom!” 





A MEDITATION 
When I think of Christ: 
1. Am I brave? 
2. Am I honest? 
3. Am I fair? 
4. Am I free from envy? 
5. Am I kind? 
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I diligent? 
7. Am I compassionate? 
8. Am I thoughtful? 
9. Am I dependable? 
10. Am I reverent? 
—Raymond M. Veh in Today. 


6. Am 


THE FAMILY PEW 
David Hardy Deen 

I am your family pew: 

Often I have been deserted by men 
who sought softer seats: men turn 
from me at their peril; if they forget 
me they may lose their own souls. 

I am your family pew—I can be use- 
ful only as I am occupied. 

I am waiting for you to come back 
to the house of God. 


COULD WE QUALIFY? 


William Barnes Lower 

Suppose that the membership of 
your church were limited to 100 people. 
Would you be in or out? Suppose that 
you had to run for church membership 
as a candidate runs for political of- 
fice. Would you win or lose? Suppose 
that membership were good for one 
year and that re-election depended upon 
the good you had done in the church 
during that time. Would you be re- 
elected or not? Suppose that every 
member of the church did as much for 
the church as you are doing. Would 
more seats be needed or would the 
doors be shut and nailed? 

Suppose the church had this set of 
rules: All dues must be paid in ad- 
vance. Regular attendance at all serv- 
ices is required, sickness being the only 
excuse. Each member must serve in 
one of these capacities: Sunday school 
teacher; member of the board; member 
of the choir; member of regular stand- 
ing committee; participation in some 
other organized church work. How long 
could you qualify? From Monday 
Morning. 


THE WAYSIDE PULPIT 

Go forth into the New Year with a 
brave heart. 

The only value of life is its use. 

Gloom is friction; good cheer is lubri- 
cation. 

There can be no tragedies to one 
who believes in God. 


THE UTMOST THERE IS IN ME 

In one of the essays of Dean Briggs 
of Harvard, he tells of a freshman 
whose aimless drifting and incorrigible 
indolence had brought him to the point 
of being dropped from college. As a 


last resort, the dean turned for help 
to a very able and inspiring senior. 
He asked him to go to this freshman 
and see what he could do to wake him. 





The first question the senior asked 
when he went to see the boy was this: 
“Jack, did you ever in your life do 
anything as well as you could?” He 
had put his finger upon the central 
fact. The boy had never learned to do 
anything or to be anything with his 
complete self; and the one essential 
was to create for him some loyalty big 
enough to rouse him and to call out 
the utmost resources at his command. 
The first and most essential prayer 
which every one of us needs to make 
at the beginning of life, and at the 
beginning of each new year or chapter 
in it, is this: “O God, give me so un- 
mistakably to see what I want to do 
that the utmost there is in me may be 
on fire for its doing!” From Great 
Men of the Bible by Walter Russell 
Bowie; Harper & Brothers. 


THE USE OF TIME 


There may be found twenty-four 
hours in which to do the one thing 
needful, instead of ten or twelve in 
which to do a dozen. . .. There will 
be time to place ourselves at the dis- 
posal of anyone in real need: no time 
to waste at the street corner. There 
will be time to play with the children, 


no time to be devising schemes for our | 


own amusement. There will be time 
to read widely, deeply, generously; no 


time to waste on trivialities. ... There | 


will be time to pray long and passion- 
ately for the coming of the Kingdom: 
no time to question its present security 
or its ultimate triumph. From Sur- 
vender by Natalie Victor; Morehouse. 


PUTTING CHRIST OFF 


How difficult it becomes for even a | 
| Members of Church Groups, Bazaars, etc. to earn 


good man to accept Christ if he keeps 
putting it off! 


mah and his family who attended 
church regularly and faithfully. The 
wife and the children were professing 
Christians, but the husband and father 
was not. When a youth he had re- 
solved to accept Christ, but he had 
waited. Again, when he married, he 
resolved to be a Christian, but again 
he put it off. When his first child was 
born, the invitation came to him once 
more, but he tarried. His business re- 
sponsibilities increased, and he became 
a good influence in the community. 
When he was invited by a pastor or 
a friend to become a Christian, he ex- 
cused himself on the ground that peo- 
ple would think that he was joining 
church for business reasons. And so it 
went from year to year. Once he got 
as far as the room in which the session 
was meeting, but he turned back. Final- 


ly, when he was past fifty, with a | 


supreme effort of his will, he walked 








In a church where the | 
writer was once pastor, there was a | 
















\ Just Off the Press! 


A new, attractively illus- 
trated book —“How to Play 
A Small Pipe Orgon”— on 
important adjunct to your 
\ music library. Send 50 cents 
\ to defray printing and mail- 
| ing costs for your copy. 













Pocket Size 
Communion 
Service 
From the House 
of a Thousand 


Things for the 
Church. 


CATALOG FREE 


The church officers guide 
sent upon receipt of 15c. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ 


10 South Wabash Department 25 Chicago 


Money for Your Treasury 


Over 2,000,000 
Sunflower Dishcloths 


were sold in 1941 by members of Sunday 
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s 
Groups, ete. Finest quality cloths. They 





enable you to earn money for your 
treasury, and make friends for your or- 
ganization. 


SAMPLE FREE TO OFFICIAL 


Sangamon Mills - Est. 1915-Cohoes,N.Y. 








RAISE FUNDS FOR YOUR CHURCH 


Excellent opportunity for Ladies’ Aid Societies, 


money for their Treasury, by selling our distinctive 
Art Needlework line of stamped linens, pillow 
cases, scarfs, tablecloths, ete. for embroidery. 
Direct from manufacturer at wholesale prices. 
Also Yard Goods line. Write for our FREE 24- 
page catalog. 


EMBROIDERY GUILD 


740 Broadway, Department 626, New York, N. Y. 








Pulpit Robes — Choir Vestments 

Altar, Pulpit and Lectern Hangings 

Materials by the yard — Sacramental Linens 
Send for Samples and Prices 


J. THEODORE CUTHBERTSON 
21! South 17th Street Philadelphia, Penna. 














Communion Cups 


Send for Folder and 
OFFER ro low some. Ginses £1.00 


Dozen. 
Beautiful Clini e PLATED, 


Aluminum, Wood and Silver- 
Services. Coll llection & Bread « ped Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete 
Lima, Ohio 


Thomas Communion Service, Box1210 












CHIMES 
PEALS 


on for literature. Address Dept. 44 
comer BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 
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. 
——_ You Will Need 
—Aooness 
2? "Ses rene 1 
—Huseano 
cia $a A 4” x6” card file large 
AONE PHONE ______suseas Prone enough to accommodate 
wire at te a card for each family in 
© O° the parish. One which 
as will hold 100 cards may 
il ae a be purchased in your local 
~~ zee, stores from 25 cents up. 
a tee ee ee Larger ones at rates de- | 
= ae pending upon quality and | 
eee efficiency. 
enemas 
es 
ete 2 
Nay Si absentee Cards_ sufficient for | 
“ps an . each family. These cards 
Peo > . . 
< tae eS “0 are 3144” x6” in size and 
need x are printed on both sides. 
“Enscegdaras a A clever method of key- 
5 sur “5 ing makes possible in- 
“ formation of the entire | 
Ginsbidinens family on a single card. 
wet a Sheree astiRy has avmser tim The cards sell for 50 cents 
Agr aN Set tutte ree at per package of 50; 90 
. cents per 100 in larger | 
quantities. 
Over All Size 4” x 614” 3 


OFFER TO SUBSCRIBERS 


If your subscription is paid up we will send one of the 
binders, with 50 information cards enclosed, for 45 cents. 


(Regular price, 75 cents.) 


for the current week may 
be inserted. We offer a 


25 cents; a strong imita- 


tion leather one at 70 | 


cents. 
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1900 Euclid Avenue 


Cleveland, Ohio | 











A loose leaf binder in | 
which cards for the calls | 


very practical binder at | 
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NO LIQUOR SERVED 
AT THESE HOTELS / 





There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Hotels.” 
We suggest that you pass this list on 
to them either by publishing it in your 
church calendar or by clipping it from 
the magazine and posting it on the 


| ehurch bulletin board. 


BUCK HILL FALLS, PA. 

THE INN—300 fireproof rooms in an estate of 
5,000 acres. Utmost in sports. Selected clientele, 
Three hours from New York and Philadelphia. 
Clifford R. Gillam, Mgr. 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 


THE NORTHFIELD—Outdoor sports on our 
250-acre estate. Indoor entertainment. Spacious 
rooms. Perfect comfort. Traditional New Eng- 
land hospitality. Open all year. A. Gordon 
Moody, Mgr. 


PHILADELPHIA 
ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and 17th Street. 208 
rooms—$2.50 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
"pia and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike, 
gr. 








SLE Choir and 


Pulpit Gowns 


Hand-Tailored for Better 
Appearance, Longer Wear! 


WS 





There are no better gowns 


ishly full patterns, of the 


ferred by leading churches 
.made by a firm with a 


quality ... cost no more 
than ordinary garments! 
Write today for sample and 
prices. 


Paul A. Willsie Co. 


Smith Building, Omaha, Nebraska 








A Service to “Church 
Management” Subscribers 


e 
IN THE GARDEN 
Book to Comfort Those Who Mourn 


Based on the symbolism that God walks in 
the garden where mortals mourn, this little 
book brings a splendid message in verse, ser- 
monettes and Bible quotations. Frontispiece 
has a place for minister’s presentation. 
PRICES WITH WHITE ENVELOPES 
Single Copies—i5c Each 
Four Copies for 50c 
Nine Conies for $1.00 
& 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 











than thes e— beautifully | 
hand-tailored, cut on lav- | 


finest, sturdiest fabrics! Pre- | 


nation-wide reputation for | 


457 W. Fort St., Detroit, Michigan 


down the aisle and gave his heart to 
God. He might have been a Christian 
| thirty-five years sooner if only he had 
followed his opportunity. From West- 
minster Uniform Lesson Teacher. 


OPPORTUNITIES THAT NEVER 
COME BACK 
There is an Indian legend of a good 
spirit who, wishing to benefit a young 
princess, led her into a ripe and golden 


cornfield. “See those ears of corn, my 
daughter; if thou wilt pluck them 
diligently, they will turn to precious 


jewels; the richer the ear of corn, the 
brighter the gem. But thou mayest 
only once pass through this cornfield, 
and canst not return the same way.” 
The maiden gladly accepted the offer. 
As she went on, many ripe and full 
ears of corn she found in her path, but 
she did not pluck them, always hoping 
to find better ones farther on. But 
presently the stems grew thinner, the 
ears poorer, with scarcely any grains 
of corn on them; further on they were 
blighted, and she did not think them 
worth picking. Sorrowfully she stood 
at the end of the field, for she could 
not go back the same way, regretting 
the loss of the golden ears she had 
overlooked and lost. “Thou mayest only 


| once pass through.” From The Con- 


versation of Jesus by Frederick K. 
Stamm; Harper & Brothers. 


REAL MORAL HEROISM 


Dean Brown has related an account 
of real moral heroism in the life of a 
well-to-do Harvard student of a num- 
ber of years ago. It happened in one 
of the men’s dormitories at Cambridge. 
where the student was living at the 
time. This young man was shaving one 
morning, when a wretched woman of 
the street slipped in through the door 
of his room which he had left ajar. She 
hurriedly shut the door and stood with 
her back against it as she exclaimed, 
“Give me fifty dollars instantly! Or I 
will scream for help!” The youth looked 
around at her and said, “Yell away!”— 
and went on shaving. He knew that 
his own life was clean. That gave him 
a sense of strength. He had lived as 
a man of integrity, and he felt con- 
fident that his statement would be 
taken anywhere agaist hers. In the 
past it had been worth one hundred 
cents on the dollar. She slunk out like 
a whipped cur. If he had compromised 
with her, or had given her even one 
dollar to keep her peace, his com- 
promise would have most likely been 
the entering wedge for further trouble. 

Was such an act a sign of weak- 





lo 











CHURCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1942 


—_——— 





ness? Any student who could act like | 
that knew the meaning of strength of | 
From Ad- | 





character. He had power! 


ventures in Radiant Living by G. Ray 


Jordan; Round Table Press. 


THE DEED IS THE THING 


On the walls of a certain Y. M. C. A. 
there is a three by five card on which 
‘There is no end to the | 
good that a man may do if he doesn’t | 
There is 


are the words: 


care who gets the credit.’ 


something profound in those words. 
The acceptance of the attitude that a | 


man will do good no matter to whom | 
the credit goes would make all the dif- | 


ference in the world. After all, 


mo] 


man is bent on the good he can do | 
rather than the tickling of his own ego | 


by seeing his name in print, or hear- 
ing his praises from the lips of his 
fellows, the deed is the thing. From 
The Bible Speaks to Our 
by Frank Glenn Lankard; Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. 


Generation 


RICH DIVIDENDS OUT OF LIFE 

A certain man I know has revolu- 
tionized his own life, and that of his 
family, by a complete change of at- 
titude. 


looked upon the dark side of affairs, | 


he now, with determination, plays up 
the bright side. 
morning to find the cold rain pouring 
down, he thinks of his delicious break- 
fast and of his good car which will 
carry him to his job. If he is sick and 
compelled to stay indoors for a day, 
he “dolls up” his room and gets his 
books about him. He makes a happy 
day out of one which might otherwise 
prove quite miserable. Instead of writ- 
ing letters to his children telling them 
about all the unpleasant things, he pur- 
posely puts down upon the paper only 
heartening, encouraging things. More 


than that, whereas he used to be crit- | 


ical and saw only the mean elements in 


self to look for the good qualities. He 
even praises his wife! 
story of the echo, which you know full 
well. 


Now, this man has more friends, 
more successes, happier relations with 
his family, and his days are full of 
sunshine and his nights are full of 
stars. That is the only way to live. 
Try it for a few days and see if it does 
not pay rich dividends. From The 
Twentieth Century Quarterly; John R. 
Ewers; The Christian Century Press. 


Whereas formerly he constantly | 


If he gets up in the | 


ie tke | death on a false charge, 





a Sample Copy. 


Unsurpassed in musical content and spiritual 
strength, “The Service Hymnal” is made to give 
enduring and distinguished service. It now fills 
every service need of 27 denominations in 48 states. 488 
Few hymnals equal it in size and usefulness. No 
hymnal of such moderate cost comes near it in 


value and advantages, 


Supreme Value at Low Cost 


Nowhere else will you find so many features as com- 
bined in this great book—510 musical numbers—117 
descant arrangements for established tunes—67 Scrip- 
ture readings, Invocations and Benedictions—6 Indexes, 
titles, tunes, topics, etc..—2 Binding Colors, Brown or 
Maroon cloth — First Classified hymnal to be completely 
orchestrated — Hymnal-size plates— Quality Binding 
lacquered to keep gold stamping bright. These features 
and advantages make clear why we urge you to send 


for sample copy. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


Examine ‘The Service Hymnal” at your leis- 


ure, show it to your committee. Everybody | pear neemempaneenesemgyny paren 


OPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


senses its power to please, its capacity to en- 2 
rich worship. And its price is surprisingly low 7 

- Only $67.50 a 100, not prepaid. Gift t 
and memorial book plates furnished free. 1 


HOPE PUBLISHING 


ESTABLISHED 1692 


only the best in song books TRI) | PANY 


| 5709-A2 West Lake Street, Chicago, Ill. 





Oe a $4 y . (®D 


This crowning achievement in hymn book publish- 
ing signalizes our approaching golden anniversary. 
It meets the test of our motto through the years, 
“Only the Best in Song Books.” Mail coupon for 










Pages 
$67.50 
a 100 








HOPE PUBLISHING CO. 

WILL CELEBRATE THEIR 
50! ANNIVERSARY 

PRETTY SOON 


THEIR “SERVICE 
HYMNAL"IS THE BEST 
BOOK WE EVER USED 
















5709-A2 West Lake St. 


Gentlemen: Our church needs new hymnals. Please 
send Returnable Sample of ‘‘The Service Hymnal.”’ 


Name 





Address. 


Iam D Pastor, 


Church and 
Denomination____ 





©) Supt., or : Se eee 


Total 
Membership___ 





EE Se es 


Chicago, Ill. 





POSITIVE GOODNESS 


You will all remember that the best 
man in the city of Athens bore the 
name of Socrates. He was a poor man, 
going about the streets in a threadbare 
coat. His life did not consist of the 
number of things that he had. He 
was homely in his personal appear- 
ance; so homely that the people often 
called him Silenus, who was the em- 
bodiment of ugliness in the Greek mind. 

But he was wise and brave and 
good, and every man, woman and child 
in Athens knew that it was so. He 
hungered and thirsted after righteous- 
ness; that was his strongest desire. 
He found his meat and drink in being 


pacbls shows ike, he meer comets bins. | good and doing good; that was what 


he lived on. When he was put to 


as Jesus 


Christ was—it was not the only point | 


of resemblance between the two—his 
name went down in history as that of 
the noblest man in Greece. He made it 
plain, once for all, that negative good- 
ness is always weak and thin and dull. 


“The fruits of the spirit are love, joy, | 


peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, 
fidelity, self-control”—and they are all 
positive. 
Charles R. Brown; Harper & Brothers 
Publishers. 





DeLong » DeLong 


1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
MEMORIALS, ALTARS, PEWS 
CHANCEL RENOVATIONS 











From Being Made Over by | 






Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an_ inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and j junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C12, 
Budget Payment Plan 112, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP69. 

Due to present conditions we suggest nin now ” —_ eee 








832 DAKIN ST. CHICAGO e (25 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 


MENEELY | BELL CO 


NY ano 
2200 Has ATS NY.CITY, 
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Church Bulletins 


AND 


Announcements 
i 


PRINTING 
MIMEOGRAPHING 
and 
OFFSET 
produced at a 
nominal charge 


Prices quoted on request 
* 
ARROW LETTER SERVICE 


NATIONAL BUILDING 
Cleveland, Ohio 
































Electric Lighted 
CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog 
containing illustrations 
and prices of the vari- 
ous types of bulletins 
made by us. A post 
card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name 
of your church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Department C Ashtabula, Ohio 











ULPIT FURNITURE 


Chairs. Communion Tables 
Baptismal Fonts. Etc 


Fine furniture at factory-to- 
Church prices. State your needs 


DE MOULIN Bros. & Co 


>. =~) 
GREENVILLE ILLINOIS 











| 








THE MONTHLY 
VISITOR 


“Thanks to our parish 
paper, this church no 
longer has any financial 
problems,” says this busy 
pastor. 


N a rather large and fast growing par- 
ish it is impossible to make frequent 
visits in the homes. But it is in just 

such a congregation that such a contact is 
greatly needed. If there is no integrat- 
ing medium, there is danger the congre- 
gation will disintegrate. The larger it 
becomes, the greater that danger will be. 
A parish paper, we believe, serves well in assimilating the membership and binding 
them together into a spiritual household. This is one of the greatest services a 
congregational publication performs. 





RUDOLPH BLOOMQUIST 


It has been our experience that the members eagerly look forward to every 
monthly issue, and read every word of it. “It is the finest paper we receive,” and 
other similar remarks are often heard. That being the case, we have the oppor- 
tunity of bringing to them every month rich and edifying devotional articles 
which they would not otherwise have. That will mean much in the course of a 


| few years. 


Furthermore, our parish paper serves as a splendid medium to place valuable 
information to our membership, which would be hard in any other way. Loyalty 
and co-operation is to a large extent dependent on information. For example, one 
may keep the congregation well informed about the financial status of the church. 
Our practice is to give a complete picture of our finances every month. In addi- 
tion to that, one page in every issue is devoted to Stewardship. The result has 
been a number have begun tithing. We have no financial difficulties. 


It is not well for the pastor to speak of financial and other matters that cause 
difficulty from the pulpit, but one can do that through the columns of the parish 
paper without causing offense. 

We also use our parish magazine as a missionary agency. It also serves as a 
link to tie up with the church, and opens 








PIPE ORGANS 


| AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 





Inquiries Welcomed i 
o 3 








See a Gospel sound 
film and be convinced 
of its effectiveness in 
presenting God’s 
Word. Send today for 
descriptive booklet. 


Cc. 0. BAPTISTA 
FILMS (Dept. 4) 





SOUND FILMS 


Chicago, Ilinols 








| FOLDING CHAIRS; 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 

Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 

Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send 
for Sample. $19.50 Dezen. 

















Redington Co. °s)* Scranton, Pa.’ 





325 West Huron Street | 


the homes for the pastor. Every home 
that the church touches is tied up to it by 
means of the paper. How much our par- 
ticular paper has done we cannot say defi- 
nitely; but during the last two years our 
church has enjoyed a net increase of 103 
adults, 51 children, and 83 in the Sunday 
School. 


For those who may be interested, here 
are a few facts regarding our church and 
its parish paper, First Lutheran Messen- 
ger: 

Total membership includes 520 adults and 197 
children. We nlace a subscription price of 50 cents 
per year on the Messenger, but even though the sub- 
scription price may not be paid, copies are mailed 
to all members and friends of the church. We 
found ads easily secured, but later decided to dis- 
continue all advertising and let the subscriptions 
pay printing expenses. ! recommend the service of 
The National Religious Press of Grand Rapids, Mich. 
We find a narish naper is a fine medium of binding 
the folks together and also to say those things 
which should not be mentioned from the pulpit. 














FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Worthington, Minnesota 
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Ministerial Oddities 
(From page 6) 
fessors, growing impatient, thundered 
out, “Why, you cannot quote a single 
passage of scripture correctly.” “Yes, 
I can,” exclaimed the candidate, “I just 
happen to remember a passage in Reve- 


lation, ‘And I lifted up my eyes and be- | 


held four great beasts’.” 
* * & 

Dr. Rufus Jones told this story. 
old teacher at Harvard told us one day 
how an oysterman in Boston got con- 
verted, at a meeting, and took for his 
text, ‘Thou knowest I am an oyster- 
man.’ He said: ‘Isn’t it wonderful that 
Christ revealed himself as an oyster- 
man? He found us in the mud. He 
cracked our hard shells open, and found 
what we were meant for.’ After the 
meeting one of the men who was not 
quite so moved told him that the text 
really was, ‘Thou knowest I am an 
austere man.’ ‘I don’t care what it is,’ 


was the reply, ‘I got eight converts | 


from it’.” 


* * * 


An English id: “ ; : 
ae tphlecnecdiceag Aci to work, if He is to accomplish His purposes through them. Tools cost money. 


in the kitchen of a common lodging | 


house, where I was, an itinerant evan- 
gelist started the hymn from Sankey, 
‘Come for the feast is spread.’ There 


hardly any one of whom had broken 
his fast that day, and by way of adding 
insult to injury we were asked to join 
in singing, ‘Come, for the feast is 
spread.’ No doubt it is what some 
people would call spiritualizing the idea, 
but only those who have tried it know 
how difficult it is to spiritualize an 
empty stomach. It was not surprising 
that on the night in question one 
‘brother’ should express a preference 
for a little roast chicken, which, how- 
ever, was not forthcoming.” 
~ * * 

Chamber’s Journal related this inci- 
dent. “Perhaps as ready a tact as was 
ever displayed in the pulpit was on 
the part of a minister who became the 
lifelong chaplain of Frederick the 
Great. He chose to decide between a 
number of applicants by the way in 
which they should deliver an extempore 
sermon, the text to be handed them 
in a sealed envelope as they entered 
the pulpit. Sunday came, and after 
prayer one of the king’s aides presented 
the minister with a sealed envelope. He 
opened it and found it blank. He held 
up one side and said, ‘My brethren, here 
is nothing.’ Then holding up the other 
side he said, ‘And here is nothing, and 
out of nothing God created all things.’ 


“My 











Today's Challenge to the Churches 


By HENRY E. TRALLE 
Editorial Adviser to Church Management 


The church is in a position to meet the basic 
need in our national defense program, in develop- 
ing the spiritual dynamic that makes for initiative 
and courage and faith and hope. 

Democracy’s guns and planes and tanks and 
ships must be made effective by Christianized man- 
power, if we are to win the war against those who 
would burn our churches and destroy our country. 

The strengthening of man-power is chiefly the 
function of the church. Already, its direct and 
indirect influences have been of supreme im- 
portance in the development of the character of 
our executives and workmen and soldiers, and must 
continue to be of inestimable value. 

It is not enough to feed and clothe and equip 
our fighters, and those back of them. We must 
nourish them in their heads and in their hearts. 
In doing this, we ourselves will keep our own calm 
and confidence, while helping to win the anticipated 
victory. 

Heary Edward Tralle Also, the church must do its important part 
in getting ready for the peace that is to come, first of all, by keeping our democ- 
racy spiritually strong, so that it will continue to be worth fighting for, and by 
affording opportunity for the fullest expression of human living, and by helping 
other countries into a new day of post-war opportunity. 

The churches dare not stand still. They must go forward with their work, 
and must render a more effective service. God’s workmen need tools with which 





Church members must do more than pay taxes to the government. They must 
give money to the church, and must give more than ever before. 
Some churches need to redecorate and to make more churchly and more 


usable their present buildings. Others need to add rooms for educational and 


we were, a kitchen full of hungry men, recreational activities. Still others need to be making plans for a new building, 





He proceeded to deliver a magnificent 
discourse on the power and wonders 
of creation. He obtained the appoint- 
ment, and held it throughout his life- | 
time.” 





in anticipation of a time when construction will be practicable. 

If your church needs to improve what it has, or if it needs to remodel its 
present building, or if it needs a new building, or if it has a problem of furnish- 
ings and equipment, it will pay, both in results and in money, to write to the 
trained, experienced consultant, who could furnish helpful advice by mail, with- 
out charge, or who might be available for a personal visit if that is desired. 


Address Address 


HENRY EDWARD TRALLE 


715 Eighth Street, N. W. “Church Management” 
Washington, D. C. 1900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 


or 











CLERGY CLOTHING, CASSOCKS 


| BRONZE MEMORIAL 
| PLAQUES 
| 





Commemorate the memory of dis- 
tinguished and loved members of 
your congregation with dignified 
Name plates of 
in the best of 







PULPIT ROBES + EMBROIDERIES 
nananes ° STOLES + VESTMENTS 

AR APPOINTMENT: | 
COMMUNION - | | bronze tablets. 


every description 





NEW CATALOG on Request | ; . 
|| taste. Sketches submitted without 

NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP « GOWN CO. IE Ses 

321 23 ARCH ST PHILADELPHIA,PA | ge. 


ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE & 
ALUMINUM CORPORATION 








2338-40 Belmont Avenue 


e Chicago, Illinois 


inc. 
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RS STUDIOS, 


UDIOS I N 





STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


BRONZE 
MEMORIALS IN Wé 
ALTAR FURNISHING 


TABLETS 
10D, MARBLE, IRON, MOSA 


@ DESIGNS SUBMITTED 





'Let BOND KODACHROMES 
| PREACH THE GOSPEL MESSAGE FOR YOU! 
“The Blood of Jesus Christ’—20 slides, 


s 








only $5.50. (Or black and white film- 
strip: $2, single frame; $2.50, double 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT frame.) ‘ 
| Write for Lists of Other Sermon Sets 
BOND SLIDE CO. Dept. CM 
68 W. Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois 
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Churches 
















nx 
ae 
e 





48 








Business Reference 
Service 


This service may be most 
useful to your church. When 
seeking equipment fill out as 
the form suggests and mail it 
to Church Management. Your 
request will be immediately 
forwarded to manufacturers 
and dealers of the supplies in 
which you are interested. 

(] Acoustical Material 
Bell 
Bibles 
Brass or Bronze Tablets 
Bulletin Board 
Chairs 
Choir Vestments 
Church Insurance 
Coal Stoker 
Cushions 
Duplicator 
Heating Plans 
Illuminated Cross 
Lighting Fixtures 


Metal Ceilings 
Money Raising Leadership 


Motion Picture Projector 
Motion Picture Film 
Multigraph 

Organ 

Organ Blower 
Partitions 

Pews 

Pew Phones 

Piano 

Pulpit 

Pulpit Furniture 
Pulpit Vestments 
Radio 

Sound Reinforcement 
[] Stencils for Duplicator 
[] Stereopticon 

(] Tower Chimes 

[] Typewriter 

CL] Ventilation 

C] Windows 


WE ARE GOING TO BUILD A 
NEW CHURCH 


RB 008 OO Grek cee ce cesses 
Seating Capatity ...........scue 
AW: 22.3. te eee 
INI) ois kets ce Sees aces 


JOINOODOOO0COOOR ooo TOO oOoOoooCooo00 


T  .... 


Se See eae eae eS eS Sa eS eee ee eee eee 
Items not listed above _________---- 


meee ee ew ee a a ee ee ee eee wee ee eee 


PN oii ic ee ee eee 
OE NE rn i i ee ile 


1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, O. 
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Visualization Makes the 
Lesson Stick 


ly Ress L. Aolman 


The author, a practical teacher of a boys’ class, tells of the visual 
methods he used to get the lesson across to the class. 


OU have a teen-age class and forty 

minutes. During that time you 

hope to get over a lesson that will 
make a lasting impression. To get 
from that class a maximum of attention 
with a minimum of distraction will tax 
your resources to the limit. What 
kind of approach will get it? 

My most effective method in such 
cases has been to reduce that lesson to 
chart form and give the pupils some- 
thing on which to focus their eyes while 
talking. This is known as a visual 
presentation. Now this method has not 
been my constant practice for the fif- 
teen-year-olds that have been promoted 
to my room each year. The right ap- 
proach is something the teacher has to 
work out to fit the needs of the occa- 
sion. But if the lesson can be traced 
out by chart, blackboard or by some 
other visual demonstration you don’t 
ordinarily have much trouble getting 
it across. 

There was that Sunday I tried to 
put over a lesson on gambling which 


| is one of the most serious problems 
| youth has to face today. In fact, I had 
seen one or two of the boys in my class 


dumping nickels in one of the slot ma- 
chines that infest our cities. It was 
my task to show them in indisputable 
facts not only the evil of the practice 
but the overwhelming odds against their 
coming out ahead on any of the popular 
gambling rackets of the day. 

I studied some facts gathered by dif- 
ferent scientists and government au- 
thorities. Any teacher can get these 
facts at almost any large library. Books 


| and magazine articles on every subject 


can be quickly located by the librarian 
under the efficient indexing system by 
which every big library is operated. 

I gathered from these reference 


| works impressive figures and worked 


out some impressive comparisons. I 
put them on the blackboard and ex- 
plained their significance as I wrote 
them down. I showed that under the 


| law of averages a person has a better 
| chance of being killed in an automobile 


accident than he has of knocking off a 


| jackpot on a one-arm bandit machine, 


thousands of which are infesting our 
cities. I illustrated the same _ story 


| covering the odds on the average punch- 


board. The figures I used were based 
on a cross section study made by de- 
tectives and government authorities 
on gambling devices throughout the 
country. 

Then I took up the Irish sweepstake 
craze which was being promoted at the 
time. Again I brought into play the 
law of averages. I showed that each 
boy under thirty-five years of age who 
can count on living to seventy-five has 
a better chance of being President of 
the United States than of winning a 
top prize with a ticket in the sweep- 
stakes racket. That he has a better 
prospect of being bumped off in an 
automobile accident than of winning 
even the smallest prize. If a boy is not 
impressed by these odds I can think of 
no other way to do it. 

Another Sunday I had a lesson on 
tobacco. This is a ticklish subject be- 
cause sO many parents are addicted to 
the habit. Yet a tactful teacher can 
get the facts across without giving of- 
fense to either pupils or parents. 

My blackboard figures (also secured 
from a public library) took a cross 
section of thirty-year-old persons com- 
pesed of heavy smokers, moderate 
smokers and non-smokers. They showed 
that twice as many of the heavy 
smokers would be dead at ages thirty- 
five, forty, forty-five, etc. than non- 
smokers. The comparison for moderate 
smokers was a little better but bad 
enough. 

Now any youngster wishing good 
health and long life who is not im- 
pressed by such figures will be hard to 
be moved by any approach. 

More effective than either the black- 
board or chart is the use of moving pic- 
tures or slides. These are a little more 
difficult, but there are mighty few 
church schools that can’t make use of 
them if they are willing to take the 
trouble. There are religious publish- 
ing houses that will furnish films to 
portray practically all important Bible 
incidents, such as the flood, Moses in 
the Bulrushes, The Conversion of Paul, 
ete. 

The literature of practically every 
denomination has frequent lessons on 
the evils of intemperance. I put across 
such a lesson one Sunday with 135 
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New York's 
Friendliest Hotel 


WHERE YOUR COMFORT 
COMES FIRST 


Here at the Prince George 

guests enjoy the homey luxury 
and genuine comforts seldom 
found in other New York 
hotels. You have your choice 
of 1,000 spacious, tastefully 

furnished rooms, all with 

bath. Five famous restaurants 

and a cafeteria. Desc. yet 

within 3 minutes of the shop- 

ping district. Trained super- 

visors to entertain your chil- 

dren. New low rates make the 

Prince George New York's 

most outstanding hotel value 

Write for booklet P. 


Single room with bath from $2.50 | 





USE THESE INSPIRING BOOKS 


Christian Service Songs 

“The most inspirational hymn book I have ever seen,”’ 
wrote a pastor from Iowa, and that explains why Chris- 
tian Service Songs is the most popular song book we have 
ever published. 312 tested songs keyed into tempo of to- 
day. Expensive appearance, yet low in price. Strikingly 
beautiful ‘“‘stay flat’’ brown cloth board binding. $45 per 
100, not postpaid, single copy 60c. In heavy bristol 
paper, $30 per 100, not postpaid, 40c each. 


Youth Hymnal 
Helps the youth of today to “BE PREPARED FOR WHAT 
TOMORROW MAY BRING.’ . . . for the defense of a 
religious stronghold; for life, for service, for a victorious 
American life. 224 pages, 34 worship programs, re- 
sponsive readings and prayers. New waterproof binding, 
dark blue with gold letter stamping—will not smear or 
spot with moisture—may be cleaned with a damp cloth. 
$45 per 100, not postpaid, single copy 60c. 

a 

Ministers, superintendents and committee members who are 
considering the purchase of song books... write for free sample 
copy. Feel free to write us about your music problems, 


Prince 
George 
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14 EAST 28TH ST., NEW YORK 


GeorGE H. Newton, Manager 








color slides showing the effects of li- 
quor on the different organs of the body. 
I got these slides from the Associated 
Lectures at Madison College, Madison, 
Tennessee. The slides are rented at a 
reasonable sum to the Bible School that 
wants to use them. 


There was one slide that showed the 
stomach of a temperate person beside 
a stomach that had been ruined by liq- 
uor. A drunkard’s hobnail liver that 
looked as if it had been riddled with 
buckshot. The brain of a toper beside 
a healthy one. The effects of liquor 





The RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK Co. 


DEPT. CM-1, WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 





WEEK OF PRAYER TOPICS 
Each year during the first full week 
of January there is a world-wide ob- 
servance of the Week of Prayer. Next 


year the dates are January 4-11. 


The series of topics for next year 


has been written by Dr. Richard David- 


were shown in all their horrid ugliness | 


on many organs of the body, besides 
scenes of automobile wrecks, poverty 
and disease caused by drink. I had the 
projection machine and the slides han- 
dled by a physician whom they all knew 
and respected. 


The seriousness of every moral prob- | 
lem that youth has to face lends itself | 


to visual 


methods of demonstration. | 


It can be applied to the evils of pros- | 
titution, demoralizing literature, evil | 


associates, and any other influence that | 


may have a degrading effect on the 
character. 


son, Principal of Emmanuel College of 
Toronto, at the request of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council. The theme about which the 
daily topics are written is, “The Living 
God.” The daily topics under this gen- 
eral theme are:— 


Sunday, January 4—The Living 
God. 

Monday, January 5—The 
the Living God. 
Tuesday, January 6—The Spirit of 

the Living God. 
Wednesday, January 7 The 
Church of the Living God. 
Thursday, January 8—The Book of 
the Living God. 

Friday, January 9— The Worship 
of the Living God. 

Saturday, January 10—A Day with 
the Living God. 

Sunday, January 11—God of the 
Beginning and God of the End. 


Son of 
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Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, churches and 
seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 
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OVERCOMING EVIL 

Some years ago in a North Carolina 
city a policeman was assigned to the 
worst beat in the city. It had a repu- 
tation for running the policeman out. 
He went down and looked the situation 
over. He saw the boy gangs to whom 
the “cop” was fair game; the gangs 
of hoodlums and criminals in the mak- 
ing who looked on him as a natural 
enemy; the hangouts of criminals, and 
the openly hostile residents. He knew 
that he could not club these people 
into being law-abiding citizens. He 
hired a vacant hall and started a Sun- 
day School. Before long, parents be- 
gan to come with the children, and a 
church was started. Today the police- 
man walks his beat among his friends, 
and he has little to do to enforce law 
and keep order. He was wiser for his 
generation than many of the children 
of light. From More Chapel Talks by 
Elbert Russell; Cokesbury Press. 
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Editorials 

(From page 7) 
into training camps with the blessing of the 
church. 

The program sponsored by the Office of 
Civilian Defense under the direction of Mayor 
LaGuardia is one which should have the sup- 
port of every clergyman. Local units should be 
established in every community in the country. 
Except in the larger cities, the work is entirely 
of a voluntary nature. Churches should have 
representation in all local defense councils. 
Church buildings should be available for the 
meetings of local civilian defense authorities 
and the publications of Department of Civilian 
Defense might well be studied by church 
groups.* 

Ministers, above all else, need to lead their 
people to a proper sense of proportion. This 
war does not mean the end of the world. No 
one knows just what is ahead for the American 
people. The future may involve sacrifices and 
trials greater than we have had at any time in 
our history. But the clergyman knows history ; 
he is supposed to be an interpreter of history. 
There have been wars from the beginning of 
time. Great preaching has been done during 
the periods of war. None of the wars of the 
past have brought the end to civilization. Nor 
will this. 

No one knows when this war will end. It 
should not end until the purposes for which it 
is being fought are accomplished. History re- 
veals that God works in the affairs of men even 
in days of warfare. The signs of the coming 
kingdom may be seen in the fires of battle. Min- 
isters should endeavor to keep their worship- 
pers from the hysterical fear that civilization 
is impotent under enemy attacks or that Chris- 
tianity will be banished from the earth. 

Give your nation the best that is in you in 
this severe hour of her trial; give to your God 
the best that is in you as you seek to proclaim 
the righteousness of his coming. God is not 
dead. “Clouds and darkness are round about 
him,” but “righteousness and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne.” 





Dare to Live; Dare to Die 


HALL we ever be able to recover the 
power of early Christianity unless we re- 
cover the willingness to live, to sacrifice 

and to die for something larger than ourselves? 
The early years of the church were character- 
ized by such a quality. It is the glory of our 


*If publications are desired send an inquiry to the Office of 
Civilian Defense, Washington, D. C. 
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heritage. 
The same courage was evident in the found- 


ing of America. Those sturdy men and women 
did not look for easy berths. They sought an 
opportunity to live courageously and were will- 
ing to die rather than desert their spiritual and 
social principles. 

The majority of men and women in our 
world today have descended from heroic par- 
entage. They have come from fathers and 
mothers who have tasted poverty and have 
known the joy of creating a living out of noth- 
ing but opportunity for toil. 

Yet, the aim of our generation has been ease. 
The goal of many leaders of religion has been 
for a society of comfortable people who have 
plenty to eat, plenty to wear and no challenge 
to physical exertion. Certainly the organized 
religion of our day has not been an inspiration 
for youth to dare the difficult things; rather it 
has urged an earthly haven to keep us from so- 
cial discomforts. 

The symbol of present-day religion is not the 
field of battle but the afternoon tea. Not an 
upper room but a supper room. Little wonder 
that it has lost its potency. 

Syngman Rhee, Korean patriot and Chris- 
tian, says that the western democracies may 
lose the war to the Axis powers because we 
have grown too soft. He puts it bluntly: “We 
are afraid to die.” 

Maude Royden, distinguished woman preach- 
er of London, puts the same thought in words 
less vigorous. “We have to fight our natural 
nostalgia for the safe, permanent, secure, hap- 
py world we have known and its comforts. To 
be his disciples we have to welcome the awful 
stress out of which new things can be born.” 

Continuing Miss Royden says: 

“We, as Christians, have to show the world 
what the new world will cost. In our schemes 
we are very apt to decide what the other coun- 
tries or other peoples ought to do. Is there any 
one of us who knows what the kingdom of 
heaven is going to cost?” 

The great moral issues in the world call for 
a courage to live and a courage to die. Religion 
has given this inspiration in the past. Dare 
you, Mr. Preacher, lead your people in such 
spiritual inspiration today? 





Let the Church be the Church 


ES, let the church be the church. Keep it 
Y ‘rom tearing up the roots of a past in an 

effort to run with the fantasy of a modern 
dream. May it continue its mighty work, bap- 
tizing it anew with a New Testament zeal and 
consecration. 
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BRONZE TABLETS STIMULATE CONTRIBUTIONS 


The policy of acknowledging gifts with 
Everlasting Bronze Tablets makes people 
respond favorably. Small designs are less 
than $10.00 so you can confidently sponsor 
this beneficial plan. 

We aid you by giving Preview Drawings 
without charge when you send measure- 
ments and inscription. We specialize in 
oe mail orders with consequent economy and 

s Memorial Tablet measures 30 b 

40 inches. It is now in a Memphis, efficiency. Ask for our interesting and use- 
Tenn., church. Small designs like f4) leaflets. You are welcome to them. 


this also available. 
“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” @ Designers — Craftsmen — Founders 
570 BROADWAY 


United States Bronz e Sign CO., NEW YORK. NY. 
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“ARTISTICALLY, ECCLESIASTICALLY RIGHT 


Unusual, attractive Norris Memorial United Breth- 
College Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio, in which is 
installed (right) two-manual Series 600 Model Orgatron. 


ren Church, 





@ Months 


enjoyment lie behind the statement of the Rev. 


and months of gratifying musical Orgatron never fail to please and thrill wor- 


shippers — and the Orgatron’s technical per- 
E. Lee Niswander, pastor of Norris Memorial fection and A. G. O. console satisfy organists 
United Brethern Church, “Tt is” 


artistically and ecclesiastically right in the best 


when he says, from coast to coast. 


Prices ly fow ts S685 
F.O. B. FACTORY FOR SINGLE MANUAL 


Investigate the models and prices of the Orgatron. 


organ traditions.” He goes on to say, “Its adapt- 
ability makes it ideal in meeting the acoustical 


and architectural problems of any church.” @ 


The Orgatron was presented to the church by 
Mr. Harry G. Pounsford, a Cincinnati business 
the 


churchmen and philanthropists, in memory of 


man, and one of city’s most prominent 


his mother. @ The rich, liturgical tones of the 





The VRGATRON 


The series 600 Model, for instance because of its 
low cost, is easy for church groups to pay for. Write 
today for literature, and let us tell you how a dem- 
onstration may be arranged. 


THE ORGATRON, Div. of EVERETT PIANO CO. 
Dept. 701, South Haven, Michigan 
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GQeminine Gaces 
CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


Sixteen clearly colored and cleanly 
tinted portraits of famous Bible A book for 
characters distinguish this latest 
volume from the pen of Dr. Chap- 
pell. Each is something of a biog- 
raphy and each is alive with 


human interest and timely illustra- and society. 


Experience and the Christian 


Gaith , HOWARD B. JEFFERSON 


times: A strong and stimulating 


re-examination—in the light of recent tragedies in 
human history—of experience, faith, and the Chris- 
tian revelation as parts of the total idea of God, 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and the good life for man 


tions. Then, from these impressive The Contents: EXPERIMENTALISM VERSUS TRADITION. 


word-pictures the author drives 
straight to the heart of the reader 
the lesson each figure exemplifes. Evit. Gop 


$1.50 CIAL PROBLEM. 








PRAYER 


The New Book by 
GEORGE A. BUTTRICK 


Answering a long-felt need, this book will help many 
to find the lost word—“praver.” Vividly, trenchantly 
it declares that human knowledge has reached an 
impasse, that men must once more make the creative 
without which the world is only 
nonsense. Here is a powerful plea for the revival of 


an experience which sha unifv mans aspirations and 




















KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH. REVELATION OF Gop. THE 
SPIRIT OF MODERNISM. Gop AND NATURE. GoD AND 


THEOLOGY AND THE So- 
$2 
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VALUE. 
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Behind the 
Psalms 


ROBERT B. WHYTE 


These are twelve interpretative 
biographical sermons on poets 
of the Bible. In addition each 
s an analysis of the psalm itself, 
a vivid and real interpretation 


of the lesson and _ significance 
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Recent Successes 


THE CHRISTIAN HAS 
WINGS . W. E. SANGSTER 


Ihe Christian has wings. “He ca 

fly from the troubles of earth to th 
breast of his God,” but returns wit! 
renewed vigor to the cause of spi: 
itual preparedness for rebuilding 
with God a world which now 
yearns for peace. A commentary 
on Democracy’s war aims, as 
phrased by ten great statesmen of 
the English-speaking world: “A 
NEW ORDER,” “SECURITY, 
DimoCR AC YY" “SPR 
ITUAL THINGS,” “JUSTICE 

“PROGRESS,” “FREEDOM, 
“TRACE,” “DECENCY,” “LIFE. 
It clarifies “an inwardness in this 
struggle not always seen by states 
men and soldiers.” $1.50 


THE GREATEST MEN 
OF THE BIBLE 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


These fifteen vivid, biographica 
sermons present with insight and 
sympathy the spectacle of huma: 
problems nobly met. The auth 

summons into the pulpit, as spokes 
men of his sermon-lessons, the great 


hI | 
$ible characters themselves. 


T ( racte? PA Dav 
Moses. JOHN. PETER \BRAHA) 
Jost ISAIAH. E 4 SAM 
JOHN B ST REM 
DANI S 4 

$1.50 


A NEW HEAVEN 
AND A NEW EARTH 


EDWIN LEWIS 


‘ s gos 
L) Lewis S 
sses Chris 
H s the cr "ie 
al —? ( 
\i . £ 
( t G Ss? 


CONTEMPORARY 
RELIGIOUS THOUGHT 


THOMAS S. KEPLER (Ed 


ss x ss . 
. . se Tt 
c— Hh - e 
5 
: x k 
. | . 
‘ - 
Vy D . 
. X ‘ 
ur 
‘i 
uf Xf 
S < Vict 
j 
VA 
-5>° 
>9.0! 














